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CHAP.  L 

'UR  hero  faund  himself  infinitely  more 
•comfortablj/  lodged  at  Highwood  than  in 
the  oriel  chamber  at  the  Priory ;  and  as  he 
was  extremely  attached  to  his  iincle^  saw 
much  to  admire  in  the  Countess^  and  was 
very  much  amused  by  the  complaints  and 
droll  sallies  of  his  cousin,  he  was  con- 
vinced that  he  should  spend  his  time  very 
agreeably  while  at  Lady  Winifred's,  as  she 
treated  him  with  marked  deference;  and 
was  in  fact  so  proud  of  the  relationship, 
that,  partial  as  she  was  to  her  ward,  she  did 
not  think  her  deserving  of  him.  He  ought 
VOL.  m.  B  to 
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to.  look  higher  for  a  wife_,  she  told  th^ 
Countess,  who  was  entirely  of  her  opinion  ; 
and  sincerely  wished  that  her  son  bore 
more  resemblance  to  his  cousin. 

Miss  Albany  thoiight  the  Marquis  very 
"handsome ;  and  he  was  so  gay,  and  evi- 
dently so  good-tempered,  that  had  he  paid 
her  much  attention,  or  endeavoured  to  flat- 
ter her  vanity,  he  would  indubitably  have 
won  her  heart ;  but  he  was  merely  polite, 
cautiously  avoiding  every  appearance  of 
familiarity,  generally  addressing  his  dis- 
course to  the  Countess  or  Lady  Winifred; 
to  both  of  whom  he  v/as  unfashioliably  at- 
tentive, his  cousin  told  him.  He  replied — 
''  He  feared  he  should  never  divest  himself 
of  some  of  his  Gothic. notions;"  and  Lady 
Winifred  took  an  early  oppoj'tunity  of  ex- 
pressing her  entire  approbation  of  his  cor- 
rect deportment,  in  the  hearing  of  the 
more  fashionable  Dunluce,  who  declared 
that  he  should  fancy  himself  the  ghost  of 
Lord  Chesterfield,  or  a  second  Sir  Charles 
X^randison,  were  she  to  bestow  such  a  pa- 
negyric upon  him. 

On 
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On  the  Wednesday,  the  Marquis  had  the 
satisfaction  of  receiving  a  long  letter  from 
his  protegee;  and  Alick  inclosed  a  second  , 
letter  to  his  brother,  in  the  same  frank. 

Juliano  appeared  fully  to  appreciate  the 
blessings  of  liberty,  and  was  utterly  un- 
able,  he  declared,  to  express  his  gratitude 
"towards  his  benefactor ;  since,  not  content 
with  liberating  him  from  his  prison,  he  had 
so  amply  provided  for  his  future  wants. — - 
Of  his  companion,  he  spoke  in  the  highest 
terms ;  ahd  his  wife  had  convinced  hfm  that 
the  English  were,  as  he  had  always  supposed 
them,  extremely  hospitable ;  as  she  had 
received  him  as  if  he  had  been  a  relation, 
and  seemied  anxious  to  render  him  com- 
pletely comfortable  :  and  concluded  by 
hoping,  he  should  soon  hear  from  iiis  Lord- 
ship, who  would,  he  trusted,  add  to  the  fa- 
vours he  had  already  conferred  upon  him, 
by  putting  him  in  some  method  to  earn  " 
his  bread,  as  he  was  both  young  and  will- 
ing ;  and  he  should  have  deemed  the  hard- 
B  3  est 
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-est  labour  pleasnnt,  ^vhen  confrnsted  with 
the  dismal  life  of  ease  he  led  at  the  Priory  ; 
adding,  by  way  of  postscript,  ''  Tiiat  by 
some  singular  chance,  his  companion  had 
taken  him  to  the  same  inn  at  Manchester, 
where  he  had  first  met  the  Padre  Bene- 
detto/' 

Our  hero  was  extremely  gratified,  to 
find  he  had  reached  London  in  safety,  and 
soon  resolved  that  he  should  remain  Alick's 
inmate  till  he  went  to  town,  when  he  would 
devise  some  scheme  to  induce  the  Padre  to 
acknowledge  who  he  was,  and  why  he  had 
so  unlawfully  detained  him.  Alick  had 
written  more  at  length  to  his  brother,  as  he 
presumed  the  Marquis  would  like  to  know 
every  particular,  and  how  he  had  managed 
matters ;  and  Donald  being  of  the  same 
opinion,  respectfully  presented  his  '  :rcr 
to  his  Lord,  when  he  retired  for  the  night, 
which  ran  as  follows  : — 


BEAK 
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*^  DEAR  BROTHER, 

'^  As  you  desired  me  io 
write,  the  moment  we  reached  town,  1  am 
resolved  not  to  miss  to-day's  post,  as  I  can 
judge  how  anxious  you  are  to  hear  we  are 
safe  housed,  by  my  own  feelings.  When 
I  turned/my  back  upon  that  dismal  Priory, 
I  had  no  need  to  urge  my  companion  ^ for- 
ward;, for  joy  at  being  liberated,  and  the 
fear  he  entertained  of  being  pursued,  and 
perhaps  retaken,  I  can  suppose,  seemed  to 
have  given  him  wings;  we  were  therefore 
soon  on  the  other  side  of  Ched worth  :—* 
fearing,  hov.ever,  that  he  would  flag  ere 
we  reached  Manchester,  though  his  will 
was  good,  I  stopped  at  the  first  public- 
house  we  came  to,  where  I  called  for  a  jug 
of  ale,  which  I  piit  into  his  hands,  m.aking 
him  signs  to  take  a  hearty  draught.  He 
did  as  I  desired,  being  very  dry,  I  make  no 
doubt ;  and  I  followed  his  example,  think- 
ing this  vrould  help  us  on  wonderfully ; 
but  unfortunately  the  poor  youth,  never 
B  3  having 
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having  been  accustomed,  of  late  years,  be 
has  since  given  me  to  understand,  to  drink 
any  thing  but  water,  the  beer  got  into,  his 
head,  and  he  v;as  absolutely  tipsy  before 
we  had  proceeded  another  mile^  which  of 
course  rather  ^retarded  our  progress.  By 
degrees,  however,  he  came  round  again, 
and  about  a  quarter  before  eleven,  we 
reached  Manchester :  but  I  oiigh t''tb  have 
informed  you  hov>7  I  disposed  of  the  cloaths 
which  I  brought  away  with  me,  as  I  think  I 
improved  upon  your  notion  of  sinking 
them  in  a  ditch  or  pond,  where  they  might 
have  been  dragged  out  again,  when  least 
expected.  -The  ladder,  I  thought,  could 
lead  to  no  discoveries  ;  and  it  was  besides 
so  ciimbersome,  that  I  did  fling  that  into 
the  river  beyond  Chedworth,  certain  that 
3t^  weight  would  carry  it  to  the  bottom  ; 
but  the  bundle  of  cloaths  I  carried  forward  ; 
and  having  lit  a  large  pipe,  v;here  we 
stopped  to  drink,  as  if  I  was  fond  of 
smoking,  as  I  went  along,  I  halted 
in  the  first    private    corner    we   reached, 

when^ 
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when,  making  my  now  sick  companion 
sit  down,  I  contrived,  by  means  of  the 
lighted  tobacco,  to  set  fire  to  the  linen, 
and  finally  to  burn  every  article  in  the 
bundle,  as  I  was  convinced  that  I  r^m  no 
risk  of  being  remarked,  having  of  course 
turned  out  of  the  road;  and  no  traveller 
would  have  ventured  near  a  fire  at  such,  a 
time  of  night,  for  fear  of  encountering  a 
gang  of  gipsies.  This  done,  we  again  moved 
forward,  and  came  in  quite  brisk  at  last, 
though  1  believe  myc©mpanion  was  ex- 
tremelv  glad  when  we  reached  the  inn. 

''  The  waiter  knew  me  again,  and  imme- 
diately, shewed  us  into  a '  large  parlour, 
%vhich,  to  my  great  astonishment,  my  com- 
panion seemed  to  recollect ;  and  he  made 
me  understand,  while  we  were  preparing, 
for  h^d,  that  he  had' been  in  the  house  be- 
fore, and  I  thought  right  to  mention  the 
circumstance,  as  you  desired  me  (o  be  ve.rf 
minute. 

'^   Fortunately    there   were  two  inside 

places  disengaged  in  the  coach  I  came  down 

B  4  by,. 
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by,  which  I  secured  ;  and,  after  making  a 
tolerable  hearty  supper;  I  pressed  my  com- 
panion to  retire.  As  he  was  once  more  in 
y-uch  spirits,  and  seemed  so  happy,  he  was 
insensible  of  fatigue  ;  and  could  we  have 
understood  each  other,  I  am  sure  I  should 
have  been  extremely  amused  by  his  re- 
marks ;  since  even  the  waiter  said — '  It 
was  a  thousand  pities  he  was  dumb,  he  had 
such  an  intelligent  countenance/ 

"^  We  neither  of  us  slept  very  sound; 
and  pleased  enough  I  was  when  we  were 
called  to  take  our  seats  in  the  coach,  as  I 
should  have  grieved  very  sincerely  to  have 
parted  with  my  companion,  who  was  as 
alert  as  myself,  and  we  were  the  two  first 
to  get  into  the  coach.  An  elderly  Quaker, 
and  his  son,  an  invalid,  who  was  going  to 
London,  to  consult  some  of  the  first  sur- 
geons there,  were  our  companions;  and 
they  were  ?.^  siknt  and  reserved  by  choice, 
as  my  companion  was  obliged  to  be,  though 
he  made  oood  use  of  his  eyes,  and  seemed 
delighted  with  the  country.      Indeed  he 

bore 
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bore  his  journey  much  better  than  I  had 
expected^  and  slept  very  soundly  in  the 
coach. 

"  We  arrived  in  London  between  four 
and  five  last  nighty,  and  reached  home  in 
good  time  for  tea.  Janet  and  the  children 
were  rejoiced  to  see  me,  and  our  new 
lodger  seemed  quite  comfortable,  and  to 
like  his  apartments  very  much.  My  wife 
has  undertaken  to  provide  him  with  linen, 
and  I  have  sent  for  a  fashionable  taylor  for 
him.  Indeed  you  may  depend  upon  our 
taking  the  utmost  care  of  him.  I  am  sure 
he  will  soon  be  able  to  make  himself  under- 
stood in  English.  So  begging  you  would 
present  my  humble  duty  to  my  Lord  Mar- 
quis, whose  commands  I  shall  always  be 
proud  to  obey, 

"  I  remain,  dear  brother, 
''  Your  sincere, 

"  Alexander  M'Crue.^ 


"I  give   Allck  infinite  credit  for  all  he 
£  J  has 
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has  done/'  said  the  Marquis,  returning  tfie 
letter  to  the  gratified  Donald. — ''  His  zeal 
in  my  proiegee's  cause  ahall  not  go  unre- 
warded. I  can  suppose  the  poor  youth 
finds  himself  very  comfortable;  for  the 
pre^ent^  I  wish  him  to  remain  'witlv  your 
brother^  to  whom  I  would  have  vou  write 
to  that  effect.  Desire  him  to  provide  for 
ixW  his  w^ants ;  and,  if  he  wants  more  money, 
to  apply  to  you.  I  shall  write  to  Juliano, 
and  desire  him  to  engage  a  master  to  teach 
liim  English,  as  I  wish  him  to  be  able. to 
converse  with  those  about  him,  and  to  take 
plenty  of  exercise,  tell  Alick,  that  he  may 
be  quite  stout  and  hearty,  when  I-  reach 
London,  as  I  then  propose  to  assert  his 
rights,  and  to  have  it  ascertained  to  wham 
he  is  really  indebted  for  his  existence. — 
Meanv/hile,  do  you,  while  we  remain  in  the 
neighbourhood,  continue  to  visit' Ashton, 
that  you  may  learn  whether  the  friar  has 
privately  ecdeavoured  to  trace  Juliano's 
"route  ;  though  I  think  he  trusts  to  the  dread 
he  must  suppose  he  may  entertain  of  being 

again 
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again  confined,  for  his  not  revealing,  even 
to  a  magistrate,  from  whence  he  came  ;  and 
t  wish  to  lull  him  into  security,  that  the 
storm  may  break  upon  him  at  once.*' 

Donald  only  hoped  he  should  see  the 
old  rogue  imprisoned  in  his  turn,  promis- 
ing to  conform,  in  every  respect,  to  his 
Lord's  orders,  who,  on  the  Thursday  morn- 
ing, at  breakfast,  mentioned  his  intention 
of  riding  over  to  the  Priory,  to  enquire 
after  the  family. 

Lady  Winifred  observed,  ''  that  there 
had  been  a  very  sharp  frost  during  the 
night;  therefore  she  hoped  he  would  first 
have  his  horse  frost-shod/' 

The  Marquis  did  not  seem  to  apprehend 
there  would  be  any  danger  ;  but  as  she  ap- 
peared to  be  seriously  interested  for  the 
preservation  of  his  neck,  he  agreed  to  walk 
over  with  Lord  Dunluce,  who  said  he  would 
take  his  gun,  as  he  thought  there  was  some 
game  in  those  environs  ;  and  he  presumed 
he  should  not  be  deemed  intrusive,  v^^ere  he 
to  trespass  upon  Mr.  Langhton's  manor. 

B.  6  '^  I  have 
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''  I  have  his  free  permission  to  bring 
down  his  partridges  and  pheasants,"  said 
our  hero  ;  ''  and  as  I  never  availed  myseif 
of  the  privilege,  while  I  was  his  inmate,,  f 
will  try  my  skill  to-day.'* 

*^''  Who  knov^s  but  they  may  have  a  su- 
perior flavour  to  those  belonging  to  he- 
retics," resumed  Lord  Dunluce;  ''since  the 
prayers  of  so  pious  a  family  must  bring 
down  a  benediction  upon  every  thing  be- 
longing to  them." 

Lord  Algernon  expressed  his  disappro- 
bation of  this  speech,  in  so  pointed  a  man- 
xier,  that  Lady  Winifred  rather  curtailed 
her  lamentations  respecting  the  infidelity 
of  the  age,  which  might  be  fashionable, 
but  which  was  extremely  alarming,  in  her 
opinion.  Fearing,  however,  that  they 
.should  not  reach  the  Priory  before  the  fa- 
mily dinner- hour,  the  Marquis  proposed 
their  setting  out,  desiring  his  groom  to 
follow  them  v>'ith  his  game-bag,  and  to 
bring  out  a  very  favourite  pointer,  which 
he  had  brought  with  him  from  Scotland, 

having 
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having  understood  that  there  was  a  great 
deal  of  game  upon  the  Woodville  manor. 
.  They  had  not  proceeded  more  than  a 
mile,  before  our  hero  killed  a  brace  of  birds. 
Lord  Dunluce  also  fired  at  the  same  covey, 
but  vvas  not  equally  fortunate;  and  the^^ 
met  with  no  more  birds,  which  wasa  source 
of  great  vexation  to  the  young  sprig  of 
fashion.  But  just  as  they  entered  Ched- 
worth,  they  perceived  a  large  flight  of 
sparrows  hovering  over  the  hedge,  which 
ran  by  the  road-side. 

The  Marquis  advised  his  cousin  to  get  a 
shot  at  them,  observing — "  That  a  sparrow 
pudding  was  very  fine  eating,  and  v^ould  be 
a  greater  treat  than  game/* 

"You  are  quizzing  me,  cuz ;  but  hang 
me  if  I  do  not  fire  amongst  them ;  I  think 
I  can  bring  dovm  a  couple  of  dozen  at 
least,  and  they  will  serve  to  regale  the  in- 
habitants of  that  cottage." 

"  True  ;  and  as  I  ara  acquainted  with 
the  good  folks,  I  will  let  them  know  what 
a  treat  they  have  in  store/'  was  the  reply; 

as 


as  this  was  the  very  cottage  where  he  had 
found  the  poor  woman  in  a  fit,  and  wiiom 
he  had  resolved  to  look  in  upon  before  h/e 
left  Lancashire  ;  lifting  up  the  latch,  while 
Lord  DunJuce  crept  along  under  the  shade 
of  the  hedge,  to  make  sure  of  the  birds. 

The  peasant's  family  were  at  dinner, 
upon  bacon  and  potatoes,  but  all  started 
npon, their  feet,  the  moment  they  caught 
sight  of  their  benefactor,  who  desired  them 
tQ  resume  their  seats,  and  finish  their  meal  ; 
he  bad  merely  looked  in  to  enquire  how  the 
good  woman  did — ^'  and  to  renew  my  ac- 
quain'tance,"  he  went  on,  '"^with  this  fine  lit- 
tle fellow,  whom  I  mean,  at  a  proper  age, 
through  the  medium  of  your  worthy  rec- 
tor, to  apprentice  to  some  trade,  as  you 
have  tVy'o  others  to  assist  you  in  your  work, 
my  frood  friend." 

The  poor  man  was  profuse  in  his  thanks, 
blessing  God  for  having  raised  them  up 
such  a  friend  ;  entering  into  several  details^, 
after  our  hero  had  taken  a  scat,  which  Vv'ere 
convincing.proofs  that  he  was  truly  deserv- 
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ing  of  his  notice^  and  made  him  resolve  to 
extend  his  bounty  to  the  eldest  boy,  who 
was  very  anxious  to  be  a  carpenrer,  his 
father  said. — Perceiving,  however,  that 
he  prevented  them  from  finishing  their 
meal,  he  took  his  leave,  after  making  the 
"woman  another  present,  and  was  just  step- 
ping over  the  threshold,  when  he  heard  the 
report  of  his  companion's  gun,  and  hoped 
he  had,  ^as  he  proposed,  brought  down  at 
least  a  dozen  sparrows  ;  when  the  second 
boy,  who  had  run  forward  to  open  the 
wicket  for  his  Lordship,  exclaimed,  in  a 
tone  of  alarm — ''  Somebody  is  killed — I 
heard  un  squeal." 

'' Nonsense,'*  cried  the  mother,  who  was 
following  her  guest  oat;  ''''(is  only  some 
gentleman  a-shooting." 

''  You  have  guessed  very  right  ;  'tis  a 
cousin  of  mine,  who  is  gone  forward,'*  said 
the  Marquis. 

''  I  am  sure  I  heard  some  one  squall," 
repeated  the  boy,  which  induced  our 
hero  to  hasten  forward;    and,  upon  look- 
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ing  up  the  road,  he  saw  Lord  Dunluce 
and  the  groom  scrambling  through  the 
hedge^  which  induced  him  to  run  towards 
them,  fearful  that  the  boy  had  not  been 
mistaken.  Kot  that  he  supposed  any  one 
was  killed,  but  he  thought  it  very  possible 
that  his  cousin  had  been  absurd  enough  to 
have  endeavoured  to  alarm  somebody — 
perhaps  some  of  the  Langhton  family  :  he 
therefore  soon  forced  his  way  through  the 
hedge,  and  instantly  caught  sight  of  Lord 
Dunluce,  supporting  Miss  Melbourne  in 
his  arras,  while  Miss  Murray  was  holding  a 
smelling-bottle  to  her  nose ;  the  groom 
looking  on,  in  evident  dismay. 

"  For  Heaven's  sake,  w^hat  has  hap- 
pened?'' cried  our  now  seriously-alarmed 
hero. 

Miss  Murray  was  still  too  much  agitated 
to  enter  into  any  explanation  ;  and  Lord 
Dunluce,  who  appeared  fully  to  partici- 
pate in  her  alarm,  merely  faltered  out — 
''  I  am  sure  she  cannot  be  wounded — at 
least  not  dangerously.*' 

'^Why,. 
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"  Why,  surely,  Dunluce,  you  >^ere  not 
so  imprudent  as  to  fire,  at  the  risk  of  even 
alarming  these  ladies,"  cried  our  heiK). 

^'  Upon  my  honour.  Marquis,  I  neither 
saw  nor  heard  them  when  I  did  so ;  and  I 
was  at  such  a  distance,  thai  I  am  confident 
the  shot  cannot  have  done  the  lady  any 
serious  injury.  I  merely  fired  across  the 
hedge,  at  a  large  flight  of  birds.  Should  I 
unfortunately  be  mistaken  in  my  expec- 
tations, I  protest  I  will  load  my  gun  again, 
and  level  it  at  my  own  head." 

The  groom,  who  was  in  the  background 
when  his  Lordship  fired,  declared  he  had 
not  seen  any  body,  or  he  should  have  given 
his  Lordship  notice.  Indeed  the  bank  was 
so  high,  it  was  next  to  impossible  to  have 
discerned  any  body  on  the  other  side  ;  and 
he  believed  his  Lordship  had  not  levelled 
his  piece  high  enough,  since  he  had  not 
seen  a  single  bird  fall. 

The  Marquis  was  therefore  convinced 
that  the  young  lady  was  more  frightened 
than  hurt^  which  proved  Xo  be  the  case ; 

though. 
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though  we  must  do  her  the  justice  to  say^ 
that  her  terror  was  by  no  means  affected. 

The  cottager,  who  had  followed  the  Mar- 
quis, ran  for  some  water  and  a  chair,  in 
which  our  hero  contrived  to  place  her  ; — - 
and  having  bathed  her  temples,  and  forced 
her  to  drink  a  little  water,  she  soon  re- 
covered her  senses  ;  and  was  certainly  ra- 
ther flattered,  when  she  perceived'  who  waa 
so  busily  employed  about  her. 

Lord  4^unlu€e  began  to  breathe  with 
more  freedom,  when  he  s.tw  she  was  re- 
covering; having  had  his  doubts  whether 
he  might  not  have  been  arraigned  for  wil- 
ful murder,  had  she  died  ;  and  certainly  he 
was  not  sparing  of  his  self-reproaches  ;  and 
his  excuses  were  extremely  gratifying  to 
Charlotte  Melbourne,  who  soon  understood 
that  he  was  a  titled  man,  and  cousin  to 
Lord  Endennay,  who  told  him  v.'ho  the 
ladies  were. 

Miss  Murray  had  merelv  been  alarmed 
for  her  cousin,  she  said,  having  been 
m-ore  accustomed  to.  the  report  of  fire-arms;.: 

yet 
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yet  she  believed  they  had  been  in  some 
danger,  as  some  of  the  shot  had  even  struck 
her;  and  she  had  at  first  feared  that  Char- 
lotte had  been  seriously  wounded. 

Miss  Melbourne  vfas  not,  however,  sen- 
sible of  having  sustained  any  injury  ; — - 
though,  upon  examining  her  pelisse,  she 
pointed  out  thr^e  shot-holes  to  the  gen- 
tlemen, which  induced  the  Marquis  to  de- 
clare that  they  had  had  a  very  narrow  escape, 
which  he  hoped  would  prove  a  serious  cau- 
tion to  his  cousin,  wha  declared  that  he 
would  never  again  fire  a  gun  by  the  side 
of  a  hedge,  even  at  the  certainty  of  bring- 
ing down  his  bird. 

Mi^s  Melbourne  perfectly  acquitted  him 
oYrSfy  murderous  intentions,  she  gaily  re- 
plied ;  and  the  gentlemen  having  delivered 
their  guns  to  the  groom,  walked  home  with 
the  ladies.  Lord  Dunluce  taking  upon  him- 
self to  support  the  fair  Charlotte.  Our 
hero  therefore  offered  his  arm  to  Miss  Mur- 
ray, whom  he  greatly  preferred;,  though  he 

Wf 5^ 
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was  not,  as  his  cousin  soon  declared  him- 
self, at  all  heart-stricken. 

During  their  walk,  the  ladies  said,  that 
they  were  going  to  William  Meadows, 
when  they  came  in  contact  with  the  con- 
tents of  Lord  Dunluce's  gun  ;  and  their 
advancing  having  made  the  birds  return, 
was  the  occasion  of  his  having  fired  in  so 
unfortunate  a  direction.  They  soon,  how- 
ever, reached  the  rectory  y  the  Doctor  and 
Mrs.  Murray  were  surprised  at  their  quick 
return,  but  presumed  they  had  met  the 
young  geiitlemen  coming  to  the  rectory, 
and  had,  in  consequence,  retraced  their 
steps.  An  explanation  of  course  ensued  ; 
and  as  they  had  evidently  escaped  unhurt, 
the  Doctor  affected  to  laugh  at  their  past 
danger. 

The  holes  in  the  clot/h  pelisse,  he  averred, 
had  been  eaten  by  a  moth  ;  and  even  when. 
Charlotte,  produced  a  small  shot,  which 
she  declared  had  lodged  in  her  shoe-tie,  he 
.was  convinced  she  had  caught  it  in  parsing 

toa 
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too  near  the  bottle- rack,  where  he  had 
seen  some  lying  that  very  morning  ;  there- 
fore, after  spending  half  an  hour  very 
agreeably,  the  young  men  took  theirleave, 
and  proceeded  to  the  Priory  ;  Lord  Dun- 
luce  declaring  himself  to  be  violently  in 
love  with  the  fascinating  Charlotte  Mel- 
bourne. Miss  Murray  was  a  fine  girl,  but 
extremely  insipid — no  life — no, air  of  fa- 
shion. 

"All  that  may  be  ;  but  she  will  make 
the  best  wife/*  rejoined  the  Marquis. 

*'  For  a  country  curate,  I  agree  ;  but  her 
cousin-  would  appear  to  advantage  in  the 
first  circles.  If  Hannah  Albany  had  been 
half  as  handsome,  she  should  long  since 
have  been  Lady  Dunltice.'' 

*'  Would  you  then  have  married  in 
your  cradle  ?"  asked  the  diverted  Mar- 
quis. 

"  Nonsense  :  I  am  turned  of  twentv,  and 
my  fathef  is  an  advocate  for  early  mar- 
riages,    Your's  v,?as  but  just  of  age  when 

he 
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he  married  your  mother  :  but  you  mean  to 
grow  grey  before  you  think  of  matrimony. 
Now  I  am  an!xious  to  transmit  my  family 
honours  to  posterity  ;  and  here  you^  who 
are  in  your  five-and^twentieth  year,  are  yet 
a  bachelor." 

"  And  very  probably  may  be  so  at  the 
expiratioii  of  five  years  m.ore,"  rejoined 
our  laughing  hero  :  '^  but  here  is  the 
Priory  portal ;  and  I  own,  since  your  heart 
is  compostd  of  such  inflammable  materials, 
r  am  very  glad  yon  have  seen  Rosalie  with 
indifference,  as  tliere  would  have  been 
many  obstacles  to  have  impeded  your  pas- 
sion in  rhat  quarter..  Now  I  tliink  you  may 
look  forward  with  hope  to  an  union  with 
Miss  Melbourne.  Many  Peers  have  mar- 
ried bankers  daughters;  and  her  family  is 
very  respectable.  She  will  also  have  a 
very  good  fortune,  I  make  no  doubt:- — 
therefore,  as  you  are  in  such  haste  to  -part 
.with  your  liberty,  open  your  mind  to  your 
father  at  once  ;  for  I  long  to  wish  you  joy.'* 
3  "^  You 
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■^^  Ygu  enjoy  laughing  at  ine.  Marquis.— 
Some  time  or  other  I  shall  see  you  in 
love.'* 

The  opening  of  the  Priory  gates  pre- 
vented our  hero  from  replying  ;  and  they 
Were  ushered  into  the  oriel  parlour^  where 
the  family  generally  sat,  who  were  all  ex- 
tremely happy  to  see  the  ^larquis,  and  very 
polite  to  his  companion. 

''  I  have  not  had  a  game  at  chess  since 
your  departure,  my  Lord/'  said  the  old 
gentleman. 

Lady  William  declared  the  evenings  had 
appeared  unusually  long,  since  she  had 
been  deprived  of  his  agreeable  conversa- 
tion. Rosalie,  whose  eyes  had  brightened 
upon  his  entrance,  spoke  to  the  same  ef- 
fect ;  and  the  Father  and  Belthorpe  were 
not  behindhand,  in  point  of  civility. 

Lord  Dunluce  having  expressed  a  wish 
to  explore  the  beauties  of  the  garden,  Al- 
gernon accompanied  him  out ;  and  the 
Marquis  seized  the  opportunity  to  inquire 

whether 
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Nvhether  they'  had  obtained  any  tidings  of 
the  fugitive  ? 

''  Not  the  slightest  intelligence/'  said 
Mr.  Langhton,  ''  whicli  is  certainly  very 
■extraordinary/* 

The  Padre  groaned,  rather  than  sighed, 
while  he  declared  that  he  had  not  enjoyed 
an  hour's  sound  repose  since  the  poor 
young  fellow  had  been  missing. 

Thisodr  hero  readily  believed  ;  but  Lord 
Dunluce  having  returned,  as  it  grew  late, 
he  took  his  leave,  having  delivere;!  Lady 
Winifred's  compliments  to  Lady  William 
and  her  daughter,  and  a  request  that  they 
would  henceforth  visit  her  sans  ceremonie, 
as  she  should  them. 

Mr.  Langhton  hoped  they  should  see 
him  again,  and  again,  while  he  remained  iii 
Lancashire ;  and  really  appeared  so  sin- 
cerely attached  to  him,  that  our  hero  be- 
gan to  feel  something  like  esteem  for  the 
.old  gentleman,  and  to  place  most  of  his 
errors  to  the  score  of  Father  Bened  tto, 

whom 


v^'hoia  he  hoped  would  not  he  able  to 
make  such  an  absolute  puppet  of  him  m 
future. 

Having  reached  Highwood  before  t>trce 
o'clock,  they  retired  to  dress;  and  when 
they  met  the  family  at  dinner,  Lady  Wmi- 
fred  hoped  the  Marquis  had  had  some  ta- 
lerable  sport. 

*'  I  had  like  to  have  Ijroiight  down  a 
bird  of  Paradise,  aunt,"  obtruded  Lord 
Dunluce. 

**  I  hope  you  would  not  have  been  so 
wnnton,"  replied  her  Ladyship,  under- 
standing him  in  the  literal  sense. 

He  was  highly  amused  at  having  led  her 
into  an  error,  but  soon  explained  his  mean- 
ing. The  Countess  was  shocked  at  the 
want  of  thought  he  had  displayed ;  and 
Lady  Winifred  declared  she  would  have 
every  gun  in  the  house  locked  «p  during 
his  stay. 

The  Earl  commended  the  notion,  as  far 
as  it  concerned  his  son,  who  was  certainly 
not  fit  to  be  intrusted  with  such  dangerous 

VOL.  HI,  c  weapons. 
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weapons^  since  it  would  have  been  a  poor 
plea  to  have  said  he  was  not  aware  that  the 
ladies  were  so  near,  had  he  blinded  or 
otherwise  disfigured  them. 
,  ''  Had  I  been  so  unfortunate.  Sir,  I  would 
immediately  have  made  the  greatest  suf- 
ferer an  offer  of  my  hand." 

'^  That  would  truly  have  been  making 
bad  worse,*'  exclaimed  Ladv  Winifred. 
'  "  At  least  the  lady  would  have  done  so, 
had  she,  after  such  a  proof  of  his  want  of 
thought,  placed  her  happiness  in  his  keep- 
ing,** resumed  fhe  Earl. 

"  Had  she  been  blind,  my  Lord,  you 
know  she  might  not  have  seen  his  follies," 
urged  the  Countess. 

'  "  Agreed  ;  but  I  am  afraid  it  would  have 
eventually  proved  the  blind  leading  the 
blind.** 

Lady  Winifred  had  seen  Dr.  Murray  in 
tnixed  companies,  and  had  always  heard 
him  highly  spoken  of. — Inquiring  of  our 
hero  who  Miss  Melbourne  was — "  A  Lon- 
don banker's  daughter,  he  had  been  told,** 

he 
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he  replied,  "  who  had  married  Dr.  Murray's 
sister." 

"  Then  let  her  be  ever  so  handsome,  she 
is  a  girl  of  no  family,  I  find/'  rejoined  her 
Ladyship. 

The  Earl  said — '*  Bankers  ranked  next 
to  nobility  in  the  scale  of  society ;  and 
there  were  some  Lords^  whose  fortunes,  if 
not  their  names,  were  in  the  firms  of  some 
such  houses,  and  ma4iy  Baronets  were  in 
that  line ;  their  daughters,  therefore,  gene- 
rally married  Fatricians,"  instancing  seve- 
ral who  had  married  men  of  the  first  rank  ; 
adding,  '^  and  there  have  been  bankers  who 
have  rejected  the  offers  of  Peers  for  their 
daughters." 

-  As  Lady  Winifred  could  not  contradict 
these  assertions,  she  soon  dropped  the  sub- 
ject, fearing  that  the  Earl  would  induce 
either  her  favourite  Marquis,  or  the  vola- 
tile Viscount,  to  seek  a  farther  intimacy 
\yith  Miss  Melbourne,  who  w^ould,  in  her 
opinion,  be  a  very  unfit  match  for  either, 
but  particularly  for  the  Marquis  of  Ender- 
uiay. 

cS  CHAP. 
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CHAP.    II. 


The  following  morning,  while  the  family 
at  Highwood  were  still  at  bre^kfast^  Alger- 
non Albany  was  announced,  and  shewn  in. 
Having  paid  his  compliments  to  the  ladies', 
and  hoped  the  gentlemen,  were  well,  he 
told  onr  hero,  styling  him  brother,  very 
contrary  to  Lady  Winifred's  notions  of  eti- 
quette, and  of  the  respect  due  to  her  fa- 
vourite, that  his  grandfather  had  sent  him 
over  to  request  he  (Lord  Endermay )  wciild 
do  him  the  honour  to  ride  over  to  the 
Priory  that  morning,  as  he  wished  to  con- 
sult him  respecting  something. — "  He  did 
not  tell  me  what,'*  he  went  on;  "  so  I  can- 
not tell  you,  brother;  and  my  mother  and 

Kose 
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Hose  bid  me  say,  that  they  hoped  Lady  Wini- 
fred would  suffer  you  to  dine  with  us^  as 
we  are  all  d-la-mort,  as  Madame  de  La  Tour 
says,  for  the  want  of  your  company — But 
I  had  like  to  have  forgotten  half  my  er- 
rand ;  here  is  a  note  from  my  mother  to 
your  Ladyship/'  presenting  one  to  Lady 
Winifred. — *'  Rose  had  written  one  to  you, 
brother,  but  I  came  away  without  it/' 

"  That  was  being  very  ungallant,  cou- 
sin/* said  Lord  Dunluce. 

While  Lady  Winifred  said — "  Much  as  I 
enjoy  your  society.  Marquis^  I  cannot  ob- 
ject to. your  complying  with  Mr.  Langh- 
ton's  earnest  request  to-day;  but  I  beg  you 
would  tell  him  that  I  cannot  spare  you  so 
frequently,  as  he  would  doubtless  wish  to 
see  you,  since  I  have  hardly  made  acquaint- 
ance with  you  yet  myself/' 

'*  Then  I  will  be  going,''  cried  the  young 
rustic,  ''  as  my  mother  will  be  very  impa- 
tient for  my  return  ;  and  I  must  call  at  Hil- 
ton before  I  go  home,"  giving  the  Mar- 
quis a  knowiHg  look ;  who  sent  his  com- 
c  J  pliments 
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pliments  to  Mr.  Langhton  and  Lady  \V\% 
liam,  promising  to  be  at  the  Priory  by 
two  o'clock.  Algernon  therefore  departed 
in  high  glee. 

''  Have  you  ever.  Marquis,  seen  those 
French  women  who  reside  at  Hilton  ?" 
asked  Lady  Winifred/  when  Algernon  was 
gone. 

''  Some  few  times^  Madam  ,*  they  always 
spend  their  Sundays  at  the  Priory  ;  and  I 
once  called  at  their  cottage  with  my  bro- 
ther." 

"  Are  they  women  of  family  ?'*  she  en- 
quired. 

*'  They  say  they  are/'  relating  the  story 
his  brother  had  told  him  respecting  them. 

"  But  I  wish  to  hear  your  opinion  of 
them.  Marquis/'  she  resumed. 

''  Why,  then,  to  be  very  honest,  I  rather 
think,  like  many  more  of  their  countrymen 
and  women,  that  they  have  been  imposing 
upon  the  credulity  of  Jolvn  Bull.  Lady 
William  thinks  the  same ;  but  they  were 
highly  recommended  to  her  father;  there- 
fore 
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fore  she  is  coolly  civil  to  them,  and  so  was 
I.     Algernon  is  a  favourite  of  Madame.'' 

"And  the  daughter  is  probably  a  fa-* 
vourite  of  his/*  continued  her  Ladyship,    .-f 

''  I  hardly  know,  but  I  must  do  Madame 
the  justice  to  declare,  that  she  does  not  en- 
courage any  intimacy  between  them  ;  and 
I  am  convinced  that  neither  Mr.  Langhton 
nor  his  confessor  would  ever  forgive  his 
making  her  his  wife.'* 

"  I  am  glad  to  hear  it ;  such  a  girl  would 
be  a  very  improper  match  for  any  member 
of  the  Albany  family." 

The  Marquis  agreed  that  he  should  dis- 
like his  brother  marrying  a  foreigner: — and 
soon  after  one  he  set  out  for  the  Priory  ; 
Lord  Dunluce  bearing  him  company,  as  he 
wished  to  enquire  after  Miss  Melbourne 
and  Miss  Murray,  he  said.  The  Earl  made 
no  objection,  not  being  aware  that  his  vo- 
latile son  had  declared  himself  violently  in 
love  with  this  said  banker's  daughter  :  and 
at  the  Priory  gates  the  cousins  separated, 
the  Marquis  sending  his  horses  and  groom 
G  4  to 


Co  the  Nag's  Head,  ordering  the  latter  to  be 
in  attendance  at  seven. 

The  Langhton  family  were  extremely 
happy  to  see  him ;  and  after  the  first  com- 
pliments, and  they  had  expressed  their 
ihanks  for  his  having  so  kindly  acceded  to 
l^eir  request  to  see  him^  Mr.  Langhton 
told  him  that  he  wished  to  consult  him  first 
respecting  the  propriety  of  inviting  Lady 
Winifred  and  her  guests  to  dine  with  them 
the  ensuing  week  ;  ar^d  secondly^  whether 
it  would  not  be  better  to  advertise  the  un- 
fortunate Julian o,  as  he  could  not  divest 
himself  of  the  dread  of  his  having  fallen 
into  bad  hands.  The  Father  was  rather 
averse  to  the  measure^  he  said,  as  tending 
to  make  the  circumstance  very  public; — 
"but  he  (Mr.  Langhton)  thought,  that  if 
he  were  adverrised  as  a  lunatic  escaped 
from  his  keeper  and  friends,  it  might  con- 
vince the  world  in  general  that  they  had 
nor,  at  least  in  their  own  opinion^  acted 
•ii'e-ally. 
/  The  Marquis  hardly  required  this  proof 

of 
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of  Mr.  Langhton's  having  been  entirely  the 
dupe  of  his  confessor ;  and  certainly,  had 
he  not  known  which  way  the  fugitive  was 
gone,  he  sliould  have  advised  his  having 
beerv  advertised  in  the  first  instance.  But 
as  matters  now  stood,  he  did  not  conceive 
it  would  answer  any  good  purpose,  since 
it  did  not  seem  likely  to  induce  the  con- 
fessor to  declare  who  he  really  was.  He 
therefore  objected  to  the  measure,  under 
the  plea  of  near  a  week  having  elapse^ 
since  his  departure,  which  must,  in  many 
respects,  render  it  very  nugatory ;  and  it 
might,  besides,  render  extremely  public, 
what,  for  the  Father's  sake,  he  thought 
could  not  be  kept  too  private  ;  request- 
ing that  Mr.  Langhton  would  apply  to 
him,  wherever  he  might  be,  should  the 
fugitive  ever  appear  inclined  to  attack 
attem  legally,  upon  the  plea  of  having  been 
wrongfully  confined. 

"  That  was  very  unlikely,''  the  monk  ob- 
served.—'' Where  should  he  fed  money  to 
attack  them  in  law  ?" 

c  5  ''  1  thought 
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^  I  thought  you  rested  your  greatest  se- 
curity upon  his  being  insane.  Father/*  re- 
plied the  Marquis;  '^  since,  if  he  is  in  his 
right  senses,  he  may  apply  for  redress  in  for- 
ma pauperis;  for  astrangerin  England  is  sure 
to  meet  with  attention  ;  and  as  he  has  not 
yet  been  heard  of,  it  is  very  probable  that 
he  has  fallen  in  with  some  good  Samaritan, 
who  has  taken  pity  on  him  ;  for  had  he 
been  decidedly  insane,  he  must  have  been 
seen  or  heard  of  in  this  neighbourhood  : — 
but  did  his  malady  incline  him  to  melan- 
choly, or  to  senseless  raving  ?" 

"  He  was  very  melancholy,  my  Lord, 
but  generally  talked  very  incoherently  ; — 
yet  he  certainly  may  have  deceived  some 
one  into  a  belief  that  he  is  sane.  Still  I 
can  hardly  suppose  that  any  people  of 
sense  would  encourage  him  in  any  wild 
projects  that  he  may  form ;  and,  as  I  said 
before,  I  am  confident  he  neither  knew  the 
name  of  this  seat,  nor  of  the  county,  nor 
even  that  of  Mr,  Langhton." 

Vi  *<  Possibly. 
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"  Possibly  he  may  still  suppose  himself 
in  Italy/'  rejoined  the  Marquis. 

The  monk,  anxious  to  drop  the  subject, 
said — *'  It  was  very  possible  ;"  and  the  ap- 
pearance of  the  butler  effectually  broke  in 
upon  the  conversation.  Mr.  Belthorpe  did 
not  make  his  appearance  till  the  party  were 
all  seated  at  table,  having  been  to  confess 
a  poor  Irish  Catholic  labourer,  at  a  village 
he  mentioned,  whom  he  feared  would  not 
recover. 

Mr.  Langhton  hoped  he  had  provided 
for  all  his  immediate  wants,  and  was  an- 
swered in  the  affirmative  ;  after  which  the 
discoui'se  became  very  general ;  and  it  was 
settled  that  Lady  William  should  drive  over 
to  Highwood  the  next  day,  to  invite  the 
party  assembled  there  to  dine  at  the  Priory 
the  ensuing  week.  It  was  a  compliment 
due  to  them;  and  her  Ladyship  was  ex- 
tremely anxious,  she  said,  to  shew  every 
mark  of  respect  to  every  member  of  the 
Albany  family. 

The   Father  thought  she  was  perfectly 
c  6  right. 
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right,  as  they  were  so  nearly  related  to  her 
children,  and  so  anxious  to  bring  them  for- 
ward in  the  world.  While  he  was  speak- 
ing, Ashton  brought  in  a  note,  which  he 
put  into  his  hands^,  saying — ''  It  came  from 
Hilton,  Father;  a  little  boy  brought  it,  but 
did  not  wait  for  an  answer." 

The  monk  approached  one  of  the  win- 
dows, and  having  perused  his  missive,  ex- 
claimedj  in  a  tone  of  alarm — "  Poor  Ma- 
dame de  La  Tour  is  taken  ill,  and  very 
suddenly,  it  should  seem,  from  what  her 
daughter  writes,  as  she  was  out  this  morn- 
ing, when  she  was  seized  with  such  dread- 
ful spasms  in  the  stomach,  that  Pauline  has 
l^een  quite  alarmed,  as  a  violent  reaching 
ensued,  which  still  continued  when  she  dis- 
patched this  letter.  I  will  therefore  hast^i 
to  her,  as  she  is  extremely  anxious  to  see 
me,  having  an  opinion  that  I  can  prescribe 
more  efficaciously  for  her  complaint  than 
any  village  apothecary.'* 

*'  I  am  sure  the  Marquis  will  excuse  you. 
Father/'  said  Mr.  Langhton ;   ''  therefore 

hasten 


LANGHTON   PRIORY.  37 

•iiQsten  to  her ;  and  if  you  conceive  her  to 
be  in  any  danger^  send  over  ta  Manchester 
for  a  physician.  Ring  the  bell,  Algernon, 
and  give  orders  for  the  carriage/' 

The  Father  prevented  his  doing  so^  say^ 
rng  he  should  prefer  walking,  the  wea- 
ther was  so  fine.  If,  however,  he  did  not 
return  before  eight  o'clock,  why  he  should 
like  to  have  the  carriage  come  for  him  ; — • 
else,  as  there  was  a  moon,  and  he  w^as  well 
acquainted  with  the  road,  he  had  rather  re- 
turn as  he  went,  never  having  been  partial 
to  the  movement  of  a  coach — hurrying 
away,  taking  with  him  some  trifles,  which 
he  hoped  would  be  of  service  to  the  in- 
valid. 

The  ladies  soon  left  the  gentlemen  to 
themselves;  but  as  Mr.  Langhton  was  even 
abstemious  with  respect  to  liquor,  they 
soon  followed  them  into  the  great  parlour; 
and  our  hero,  having  approached  one  of 
the  windows,  his  brother,  who  had  followed 
him,  whispered — ''  I  wonder  what  will  be- 
come 


38  LANGHTON    PRIORT. 

come  of  Pauline,  if  the  old  woman  should- 
tip  off  the  perch." 

*^  Possibly  you  may  feel  inclined  to  take 
her  under  your  protection/'  was  the  reply, 
in  the  same  tone. 

Algernon  smiled^  saying — ''  Faith,  I 
should  have  no  objection,  if  grandfather 
was  not  against  it ;  but  I  dare  say  he  would 
disinherit  me^  and  the  Padre  would  ex- 
communicate me,  if  they  even  suspected  I 
had  such  a  charitable  action  in  contempla- 
tion ;  so  I  must  mind  my  hits;  for  Father 
Benny  cannot  bear  to  see  me  speaking  to 
her  alone :  however,  should  Madame  tip 
the  bucket,  possibly  she  would  be  removed 
hither,  and  then  she  would  be  under  my 
mother's  eye — besides,  under  this  sacred 
roof,  as  old  Benny  styles  it,  I  must,  per 
force,  be  good." 

The  Marquis  was  not  so  sure  of  that ; — 
but  Lady  William  having  addressed  him, 
the  conversation  became  general,  till  after 
tea^  when  the  Marquis  talked  of  going. — 

Rosalie 
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Rosalie  was  sure  it  was  very  early ;  and 
Algernon  thought  he  had  better  stay,  till 
Father  Benedetto  returned,  when  he  would 
hear  how  Madame  was ;  adding — ''  The 
Padre  is  an  excellent  physician ;  so  if  you 
should  be  taken  poorly  while  you  remain 
in  this  neighbourhood^  you  had  better  send 
for  him,  than  for  any  of  the  doctors  here- 
abouts.'* 

Lady  William  confirmed  what  her  son  had 
advanced,  with  respect  to  the  friar's  skill 
in  physic ;  and  our  hero  thought  they 
were  very  fortunate  in  having  so  able  an 
assistant  always  at  hand  :  but  the  bell  hav- 
ing rung  for  vespers,  knowing  his  horses 
were  in  waiting,  he  made  his  parting  bow. 
Algernon  and  Belthorpe  accompanied  him 
to  the  great  door,  the  latter  expressing  his 
astonishment  at  the  Father  having  made  it 
so  late  ;  but  presumed,  now  he  meant  to 
wait  for  the  carriage.  ^ 

"  I  am  sure  Madame  is  very  bad,"  re-^ 
joined  his  pupil ;  ''  and  I  think  you  will  be 
summoned  next  to  administer  spiritual  com- 
fort 
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fort  to  her ;  for  I  never  knew  the  Fattier 
stay  out  so  late  before,  since  I  can  re- 
member; and  I  have  served  more  than 
three  apprenticeships  at  the  Priory  ;  there- 
fore I  think  I  ought  to  be  out  of  my  time. 
What  say  you,  brother  ?" 

"^I  cannot  stay  to  debate  the  point/*  was 
the  rejoinder,  mounting  his  horse  ;  and 
having  bid  the  tutor  and  pupil  good  night, 
he  rode  out  of  the  court. 

The  evening  was  very  fine,  and  the  moon 
shone  very  bright ;  but  as  our  hero  never 
put  his  horse  out  of  a  foot's  pace  till  he 
had  felt  his  legs,  he  proceeded  very  slowly 
for  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile,  being  shaded 
from  the  North  wind  by  the  hedge,  under 
cover  of  which  Lord  Dunluce  had  pursued 
the  flight  of  sparrows,  when  he  came  to  a 
more  open  space,  and  from  whence  he 
could  see  to  some  distance  across  the  fields 
leading  from  Hilton  to  the  Priory  ;  and  not 
having  distinguished  ihe  friar  advancing, 
he  was  mending  his  pace,  when  he  thought 
he  heard  some  one  crying  out,  as  if  i»  dis- 
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tress. — Checking  his  horse,  he  called  to  his 
groom,  to  enquire  whether  he  had  heard 
any  thing  at  a  distance;  but  before  the 
man  could  reply,  a  second  cry,  infinitely 
more  piercing  and  distinct  than  the  first, 
assailed  our  hero's  ears,  which  the  groom 
affirmed  was  some  one  screaming  "  Help  ! 
murder  !" 

There  was  no  means  of  reaching  the  spot 
from  whence  the  screams  seemed  to  pro- 
ceed, but  by  riding  round ;  and  neither 
master  nor  man  knew  where  the  gate,  that 
led  into  the  Priory,  was  situated  ;  and  when 
they  reached  it,  it  might  be  fastened,  and 
too  high  to  leap.  The  Marquis  therefore 
sprung  off  his  horse,  and  the  next  moment 
over  a  low  place  in  the  hedge,  when  he 
heard  the  cries  repeated,  though  in  a 
fainter  tone. 

His  groom,  seeing  him  run  forward, 
called  out — *^  For  God's  sake,  stop,  mv 
Lord  !  and  suffer  me  to  accompany  you  !*' 
but  he  did  not  even  hear  his  petition — the 
wind    sitting    directly     contrary,     whkh 

brought 
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brought  with  it  the  sound  pf  the  voici^ 
which  had  so  much  alarmed  him,  which 
seemed  to  proceed  from  a  stile  in  an  ob- 
lique direction,  about  three  hundred  yards 
from  where  he  had  crossed  the  hedge,  and 
in  the  direct  road  to  Hilton  ;  when  it  sud- 
denly occurred  to  him,  as  he  was  hastening 
towards  the  spot,  that  Donald  had  told  him 
many  people  in  Chedworth  would  rejoice 
at  having  an  opportunity  to  drag  the  Father 
through  a  horse-pond,  and  that  he  might 
be  undergoing  some  such  discipline  :  his 
fears,  therefore,  rather  subsided,  though  he 
continued  to  run  forward,  and  had  nearly- 
reached  the  halfway,  when  he  plainly  dis- 
tinguished two  men  in  the  very  act  of  fall- 
ing to  the  ground  in  a  sort  of  scuffle, 
which  induced  him  to  shout  as  loud  as  he 
could,  while  he  endeavoured  to  mend  his 
pace.  As  he  had  expected,  the  sound  of 
his  voice,  and  the  threat  he  had  uttered,  in- 
duced one  of  the  men,  the  aggressor,  no 
doubt,  to  rise  and  take  to  his  heels,  in  the 
opposite  direction^  which  made  him  regret 

having 
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having  alarmed  him — since,  as  there  was 
but  onCj  he  might  have  secured  the  rascal, 
without  reflecting  that  he  was  very  ill  pre- 
pared to  act  even  upon  the  defensive.  His 
having,  however,  prudently  made  himself 
heard  so  apropos,  was  certainly  the  means 
of  preserving  the  life  of  Father  Benedetto, 
whom  he  found  extended  all  his  length  in 
the  foot-path^  and  who,  the  moment  he 
perceived  who  had  thus  come  to  his  assist- 
ance, exclaimed,  in  a  faint  agitated  voice — 
■*'  Ohj  Marquis  !  I  believe  the  villain  has 
done  for  me ;  but  should  I  survive  the 
wounds  he  has  given  me,  you  will  have 
been  the  means  of  preserving  my  short 
remnant  of  life.  Indeed,  but  for  your 
timely  and  humane  interference,  I  should 
have  been  killed  upon  the  spot;  for  I 
could  no  longer  defend  myself,  and  the 
wretch's  arm  was  raised  to  give  me  the 
finishing  stroke,  when  you  called  out,  and 
induced  him  to  seek  his  safety  in  flight." 

Hardly  attending  to  what  the  old  man 
said,  the  Marquis  was  anxipus  to  raise  him 

from 
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from  the  ground,  enquiring  where  he  v/a^ 
wounded,  and  by  what  weapon  ?  but  be-* 
fore  he  could  reply,  our  hero  perceived 
the  blood  issuing  from  his  left  side^  which 
made  him  presume  that  the  blow  had  been 
aimed  at  his  heart,  and  of  course  with  a 
design  to  terminate  his  existence. 

The  idea  was  so  shocking,  that  he  was 
undecided,  whether  to  remain  with  the 
terrified  being,  or  to  pursue  the  murderer; 
but  being  out  of  breath,  and  the  wretch 
having  got  out  of  sight,  he  thought  it  most 
prudent  to  stay  where  he  was;  and  he  soon 
had  the  satisfaction  of  seeing  his  groom, 
who  had  made  his  way  into  the  field,  gallop- 
ing towards  (he  corner  the  villain  had 
^nade  for;  but  having  reached  the  hedge, 
he  found  it  would  be  useless  to  attempt 
pursuing  the  wretch  on  horseback ;  and  he 
could  not  leave  the  horses  while  he  fol- 
]ov/ed  him  on  foot,  though  he  had 
armed  himself  with  a  hedge-stake ;  he 
therefore  galloped  back  to  his  master,  ta 
take  his  farther  directions.  When^  how- 
ever. 
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ever,  he  saw  who  his  Lord  had  thus  rescued, 
at  the  risk  of  his  own  life,  he  would,  had 
he  dared,  have  blamed  him  for  having  acted 
so  rashly,  and  felt  much  less  inclined  to 
risk  his  own  safety,  in  pursuing  the  robber. 
The  Marquis  told  him,  he  must  assist  him 
in  getting  the  wounded  man  to  the  Priory, 
desiring  him  to  support  him,  as  he  sat  upon 
the  ground,  while  he  endeavoured  to  stop 
the  blood,  which  continued  to   flow  from 
his  side^  which  he,  in  some  respects,  effected 
with    his   pocket-handkerchief.        Before, 
however,   he  had  succeeded,  the  poor  old 
man  was  nearly  speechless,   owing  to  the 
alarm  he  had  undergone,  and  the  effusion 
of  blood.      He  made   shift,   however,    to 
point  out  another  wound  upon  his  shoul- 
<!er,  but  which  appearing  trifling,   in  com- 
parison to  the  one  in  his  side,  our  hero  was 
very  anxious  to  get  him  home,  for  fear  he 
should  die  under  his  hands;  and  he  seemed 
equally  anxious  to  reach  the  Priory,   hop- 
ing he  should  be  able  to  walk  thither. 
Thinking,  however,   it  might  be  easier 

for 
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for  his  Lord,  the  groom  proposed  mount- 
iftg  him  upon  his  horse;  he  would  get  up 
behind,  to  support  him ;  and  if  the  Mar- 
quis would  please  to  take  the  bridle  in  his 
hand  when  he  was  mounted,  he  thought 
they  might  manage  very  well. 

Our  hero  being  of  the  same  opinion, 
they  led  the  poor  wretch  between  them  to 
the  stile ;  and  having,  by  degrees,  seated 
him  in  the  saddle,  the  groom,  as  agreed 
upon,  mounted  behind  to  hold  him  up,  our 
hero  leading  the  horse  and  his  own,  not 
chusing  to  ride,  for  fear  the  old  man  should 
faint,  or  the  groom  be  unable  to  keep  him 
from  falling ;  and  in  this  manner  they 
reached  the  portal.  Fortunately  the  port- 
ress never  went  to  chapel  of  an  evening  ;— 
but  when  she  saw  the  holy  monk  return  in 
such  a  deplorable  state,  and  apparently 
more  dead  than  alive,  she  crossed  herself 
repeatedly,  calling  upon  all  the  saints, 
whose  names  she  could  recollect,  to  pre- 
serve this  worthy  man,  who  was  her  con- 
fessor, and  to  whom  she  was  infinitely  more 
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attached  than  many   of  the  other  servants 
'^vere. 

The  Marquis  having,  however,  assisted 
in  getting  the  poor  wretch  into  the  house^ 
made  the  old  woman  precede  them  into 
the  parlour  with  her  light;  and  having 
seated  the  sufferer  in  one  of  the  large  arm 
chairs,  he  desired  her  to  go  into  the  chapel, 
and,  without  entering  into  any  details,  or 
telling  Mr.  Langhtoii  that  the  friar  was 
-wounded,  to  inform  him  that  he  (the  Mar- 
xjuis  of  Endermay)  was  returned,  and  must 
see  him  immedii-.tely. 

Mr,  Langhton  was  never  disturbed  at  his 
devotions;  still,  as  the  Marquis  of  Ender- 
may gave  her  the  order,  and  as  the  friar  did 
not  seem  to  have  an  hour  to  live,  she  ven- 
tured to  do  as  he  desired  ;  and  she  certain- 
ly, by  her  half  words,  and  continued  eja- 
culations, succeeded  in  alarming  not  only 
the  whole  family,  but  the  whole  household^ 
who  all  feared  some  serious  accident  had 
befallen  their  favourite  Marquis.  Even 
Mr.    Langhton    therefore    felt   his     heart 

lighter^ 
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ligKter,  'when  he  perceived  who  had  been 
the  sufferer;  though  he  was  really  very 
much  shocked  to  see  the  friar  groa/ning,  and 
gasping  for  breath,  as  he  reclined  upon 
our  hero's  shoulder,  who  briefly  explained 
what  had  befallen  him. 

Lady  William  sent  the  housekeeper  for  a 
cordial,  which  she  made  the  old  man  swal- 
low ;  while  the  no  less  compassionate  Ro- 
salie held  vinegar  to  his  nose,  and  bathed 
his  temples.  Algernon  and  Belthorpe 
could  only  grieve  and  wonder,  and  wonder 
and  grieve,  without  exerting  themselves  in 
the  slightest  degree,  either  to  assist  or  sup- 
port the  sufferer. 

"  Send  off  immediately  for  the  nearest 
surgeon,''  cried  the  Marquis.—"  More  ad- 
vice may  be  called  in  afterwards,  but  no 
time  ought  to  be  lost  in  calling  in  medical 
aid.'* 

A  servant  was  immediately  dispatched 
for  Dr.  or  rather  Mr^  Spencer,  the  village 
Esculapius  ;  and  as  the  cordial  had  greatly 
revived  the  wounded  man,  he  was  able  to 

inform 
5 


LAl^GHTON    PRIORY.  49 

inform  the  surrounding  group  how  he  had 
met  with  his  misfortune,  as  the  Marquis  had 
merely  been  able  to  tell  them  what  had  in- 
duced him  to  go  to  his  assistance,  where 
he  had  found  him,  and  what  he  had  said 
when  he  came  up  to  him. 

Having,  ho^vever,  called  down  a  blessing 
upon  his  preserver,  whom  he  was  convinced 
had  saved  his  life,  he  told  them  that  Ma- 
dame having  fortunately  dropped  asleep, 
in  consequence  of  taking  a  cordial  draught, 
which  her  daughter  had  administered  to 
her,  before  he  reached  Hilton,  he  had 
chosen  to  await  her  waking,  which  she  had 
not  done  till  past  six,  when  she  had  de- 
clared herself  much  better,  but  was  of 
course  extremely  low.  Having,  however, 
given  some  orders  to  Pauline,  he  set  off 
home,  where  he  hoped  to  have  arrived  be- 
fore vespers  ;  and  while  crossing  the  stile 
leading  into  Chedworth  field,  a  man  rushed 
from  under  the  adjoining  hedge,  and  gave 
him,  as  he  feared,  his  death-wound,  point- 
ing to  his  left  side;  ''and  it  might  have  been 

VOL,  III,  B  better 
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better  had  he  killed  me  at  once/*  he  con- 
tiniiedj  ''  than  if  I  am  doomed  to  linger  for 
months  in  excruciating  torture." 

''  Surely^  Father,  you  would  not  venture 
to  arraign  the  decrees  of  Omnipotence/' 
cried  the  infinitely  more  pious  Mr.  Langh- 
ton  ;  "  had  you  died  in  the  field,  you 
would  have  been  deprived  the  benefit  of 
participating  in  the  last  rites  of  the  mo- 
ther church.'* 

"  Right,  right,  my  dear  patron  ;  how 
dare  I,  miserable  sinner,  repine  at  having 
been  allowed  time  to  settle  my  affairs  !" 

''  I  trust  you  will  yet  do  very  well.  Fa- 
ther," said  the  Marquis ;  "  but  can  you 
describe  the  man  who  so  basely  assaulted 
you  ?  since  proper  measures  ought  to  be 
pursued  to  have  him  secured/' 

"  His  face  I  could  not  see,"  he  faltered 
out,  *'  as  he  had  a  black  crape  before  it ; — 
but  he  must  have  been  in  the  prime  of  life, 
by  his  strength  and  activity,  though  I 
closed  with  him,  and  had  a  long  scuflBe  ; 
during  which  my  cries  for  assistance  reached 

your 
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3'our  Lordship's  ears;  and  regardless  of 
personal  danger,  you  rushed  forward  to 
save  me ;  but  before  you  came  up,  the 
wretch  had  wounded  me  again  in  the 
shoulder ;  and  he  would  certainly  have  put 
the  finishing  stroke  to  his  bloody  work,  if 
your  voice  and  threats  had  not  alarmed  him 
for  his  own  safety." 

'^  He  never  attempted  to  rob  you,  it 
should  seem,"  rejoined  the  Marquis ; — 
"  therefore  he  must  have  intended  to  murder 
you.  Have  you  any  enemy  that  you  know 
of?  or  rather,  do  you  suspect  any  one  ?— • 
since  this  is  no  time  for  trifling ;  and  you 
will  be  doing  an  act  of  justice,  to  deliver 
up  such  a  monster  to  the  power  of  the 
civil  magistrates." 

*'  God  forgive  me,  if  I  judge  him  wrong- 
fully; but  I  own,  since  it  is  well  known 
that  all  insane  people  are  both  cunning 
and  malicious,  I  fear  my  poor  nephew  has 
thus  endeavoured  to  wreak  his  revenge 
upon  me." 

B  2  ''  'Tis 
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"  'Tis  very  possible,"  cried  Mr.  Langhton. 

''Oh,  *tis  a  clear  case/'  said  Belthorpe. 

Algernon  was  of  their  opinion,  as  he  had 
read  of  many  mad  folks  having  murdered 
their  dearest  friends. 

The  Marquis  was  not  of  their  opinion, 
he  said  ;  alledging  that  a  madman  would 
have  acted  very  differently,  admitting,  for 
a  moment^  that  a  person,  situated  as  his  late 
prisoner  must  have  been,  when  he  made 
his  escape  from  the  Priory,  pennyless,  and 
a  stranger  to  the  language  of  the  country, 
could  have  purchased  a  dagger  or  knife, 
have  provided  himself  with  a  crape  mask, 
and,  above  all,  have  remained  for  so  many 
days  concealed  in  the  neighbourhood ;  ''the 
idea  was  too  absurd,'*  he  said,  "  to  be  even 
credited  for  a  moment.  What  madman 
could  have  formed  such  a  plan  ?  Besides^ 
he  would  not  have  wished  to  conceal  his 
features,  nor  to  have  made  his  escape,  as  he 
would  have  been  unconscious  of  his  having 
endangered  his  own  life." 

Mr/ 
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Mr.  Langhton  declared  himself  a  convert 
to  the  Marquis's  way  of  thinking;  so  did 
Algernon  ;  and  Belthorpe  chose  to  go  with 
the  stream.  The  Father  also  hoped  he  had 
been  mistaken^  though  he  knew  not  whom 
else  to  suspect.  Now  our  hero  thought  it 
most  probably  was  the  monk  who  had 
placed  the  unfortunate  Juliano  under  his 
carCj  who  had  thus  endeavoured  to  silence 
his  accomplice  ;  sincerely  wishing  that  he 
had  secured  the  wretch^  who  might  have  dis- 
covered why  the  poor  youth  had  been  so 
strictly  immured;  he  was  therefore  ex- 
tremely anxious  to  have  an  immediate 
search  made  for  the  assassin. 

The  Father  was^  however^   so  extremely 
averse  to  the  measure,  affecting  snll  to  fc  ar. 
that  it  was  his  wretched  nephew^    that  our 
hero  was  convinced  no  very  active  rrf^-^-^ 
would  be  taken  to  discover  the  culpr 
cept  he  exerted  himself  to  that  efiTcci 
as  he  could  not  describe  his  person,  auc    ^ 
the  friar  would  certainly  not  swear  to  hii^., 
D  3  though 
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though  he  should  be  taken,  he  feared  he 
must  let  the  rascal  escape. 

The  arrival  of  Mr.  Spencer  broke  in  upon 
his  reflections ;  and  as  he  desired  his  patient 
might  be  undressed  and  conveyed  to  bed, 
before  he  ventured  to  probe  his  wounds, 
the  monk  was  carried  up  stairs,  followed 
by  Mr.  Langhton  and  our  hero,  who  chose 
to  be  present  v;hen  the  medical  man  gave 
in  his  report — Algernon  and  Belthorpe  re- 
jnaining  below  with  the  ladies.  Having 
ipxamined  the  hurts  the  monk  had  received, 
Mr.  Spencer  declared  they  were  neither  of 
ihem  dangerous,  though  the  one  on  the 
]ei\  side  seemed  to  have  been  given  with 
heart  and  good-will ;  but  the  knife  having 
been  directed  about  three  inches  too  high, 
it  had  missed  the  heart ;  and  having  come 
in  contact  with  the  breast-bone,  it  had 
taken  a  contrary,  as  well  as  a  slanting  di- 
rection ;  he  would  therefore  be  answerable 
for  making  a  perfect  cure  of  both,  in  less 
than  a  month. 

These 
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These  assurances  greatly  raised  the  Fa- 
ther's spirits,  though  he  affected  to  be  very 
resigned,  and  repeatedly  requested  that  the 
assassin  might  not  be  pursued,  since  he 
could  not  swear  to  his  person  ;  nor  should 
he  ever  enjoy  a  moment's  peace,  were  a 
fellow-creature  to  be  brought  to  the  gal- 
lows upon  his  account.  Leaving  him,  how- 
ever, to  the  care  of  the  surgeon,  our  hero 
and  Mr.  Langhton  returned  to  the  ladies, 
to  give  ih  their  report. 

Algernon  secretly  wished  the  assassin 
had  taken  better  aim  ;  and  notwithstanding 
Belthorpe  affected  to  rejoice,  our  hero 
fancied  that  he  would  have  been  still  more 
pleased,  had  the  report  been  less  favour- 
able. As  it,  however,  grew  late,  and  the 
Marquis  feared  the  family  at  Ilighwood 
would  fancy  some  accident  had  befallen 
him,  he  once  more  took  leave  of  Mr. 
Langhton  and  the  family,  promising  to  ride 
over  early  in  the  morning,  to  enquire  how 
the  Father  did  ;  adding — ''  I  shall  also  take 
some  active  measures  to  bring  the  assassin 
D  4  to 
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to  justice,  notwithstanding  the  friar's  scru- 
ples, since  his  suspicions  respecting  his 
nephew  are  absurd  ;  and  if.  as  it  appears^ 
he  was  attacked  by  a  stranger,  the  perpe- 
trator of  so  villainous  a  deed  ought  to  meet 
%vith  the  punishment  due  to  his  crimes." 

Mr.  Lant^hton  and  Lady  William  were 
perfectly  of  his  opinion.  Belthorpe  feared 
the  very  imperfect  description  the  Father 
bad  given  of  the  assassin  would  not  enable 
them  to  trace  him  ;  ofTering,  ne^y^rtheless, 
to  set  out  in  search  of  him  himself — "  In- 
deed it  might  be  proper/*  he  said,  ''  to 
inform  Madame  de  La  Tour  of  what  had 
befallen  the  Father,  for  fear,  as  the  matter 
v;ouId  certainly  be  made  public,  in  conse- 
quence of  Mr.  Spencer  having  been  called 
in,  she  should  be  more  alarmed  for  his 
safety  than  his  situation  warranted." 

Mr.  Langhton  hoped  he  would  not  meet 
with  any  accident.  Algernon  offered  to 
accompany  him,  and  a  servant  well  armed 
might  go  with  them.  Our  hero  agreed  it 
might  be  a  necessary  precaution,  repeating 

his 
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his  adieus;  and  his  groom,  who  had  been 
walking  the  horses  about,  having  already- 
given  the  alarm  at  the  Nag*s  Head^  and  in 
the  village,  many  people  wereah*eady  gone 
in  pursuit  of  the  viHain,  he  told  his  Lord, 
who  now  set  off  full  gallop  for  Highwood, 
fearful  the  family  there  might  hear  of  the 
recent  occurrences  before  his  arrival. 


CHAP,  III. 


Malcolm  having  promised  to  be  at  home 
at  eight,  the  party  at  Highwood  began  to 
grow  uneasy,  when  nine  o'clock  struck,  and 
he  was  not  returned.  Lord  Algernon  pre- 
sumed he  wished  to  have  a  little  private 
conversation  with  Lady  William^  so  had 
D  5       '  remained 
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remained  with  her  after  the  family  had 
gone  to  vespers.  This  appeared  so  likely 
a  conjecture^  that  they  continued  in  mo- 
mentary expectation  of  him  till  ten  o"clock, 
which  was  Lady  Winifred's  supper-hour^ 
when  Lord  Dunluce  proposed  going  in 
search  of  him.  Something  must  have  oc- 
curred to  have  occasioned  this  delay. 

The  Earl  had  resolved  to  accompany  his 
son^  and  had  rung  the  bell  to  order  his  car- 
riagC;,  when  the  Marquis  made  his  appear- 
ance amongst  them^  and  briefly  accounted 
for  having  kept  them  waiting  supper. 

Lady  Winifred  was  shocked  to  hear  he 
had  been  in  such  danger^  declaring  that 
she  had  never  heard  of  a  more  wicked  or 
more  daring  attempt.  It  must  have  been 
some  secret  enemy  of  the  friar's. 

Our  hero  agreed  there  was  every  reason 
to  suppose  it  had  been  a  premeditated  at- 
tack, but  did  not  of  course  inform  her  upon 
whom  the  first  very  improbable  suspicions 
had  fallen  :  she  therefore  hoped  the  wretch 
would  be  overtaken  and  brought  to  justice^, 
6  "by 
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by  no  means  approving  of  the  Fathers 
wish  to  display  his  lenity  towards  an  as- 
sassin. 

The  Earl  declared  it  was  being  more 
charitable  than  he  should  have  been,  under 
similar  circumstances  ;  adding — ''  If  Ma- 
dame de  La  Tour  had  not  been  really  ill^  I 
should  almost  have  suspected  that  it  was 
some  plan  to  draw  the  old  man  from  home 
at  so  late  an  hour.  She  is  a  Frenchwoman, 
to  be  sure.  Had  she  been  an  Italian^  I 
would  have  advised  her  being  taken  up  on 
suspicion.*' 

'*  I  cannot  suppose  she  was  at  all  con- 
cerned in  the  business/'  replied  our  hero. 
*'  The  Father  has  not  made  himself  many 
friends,  and  may,  nay,  I  think  that  fact  is 
very  clearly  ascertained,  have  made  him- 
self many  enemies.  Whether  the  assassin 
was  a  foreigner  or  an  Englishman,  must 
remain  in  doubt,  except  he  is  taken ;  and 
as  a  hue  and  cry  has  been  raised  at  Ched- 
worth,  I  think  it  possible  he  may  be  se- 
cured;  but  if  he  should,  the  Father's  mis- 
D  G  taken 
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taken  chanty  may  prevent  him  from  swear- 
ing to  him ;  in  which  case  he  must  be 
again  released ;  and  as  he  hinted  the  im- 
possibility of  his  identifying  his  person,  I 
thought  it  useless  to  trouble  any  of  the 
neighbouring  magistrates/' 

^^  You  were  very  right/*  resumed  the 
Earl. — "  The  Father  may  have  reasons  for 
wishing  the  wretch  should  not  be  brought 
to  trial/' 

Lady  Winifred  had  never  been  partial  to 
Jesuits.  Lady  Algernon  rallied  her  upon 
her  want  of  charity^  and  this  strange  ad- 
venture afforded  the  party  such  ample 
scope  for  conjecture  and  conversation,  that 
they  did  not  separate  till  a  late  hour  ;  and 
immediately  after  breakfast,  the  next  morn- 
ing, the  three  gentlemen  rode  over  to  the 
Priory,  to  enquire  how  the  Father  was,  and 
whether  any  intelligence  had  been  ob- 
tained respecting  the  assassin. 

Mr.  Langhton  was  extremely  happy  to 
see  them,  and  assured  them  that  the 
wounded   man  had  had  a  very   tolerable 

night. 
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night,  and  was  very  free  from  fever ;  re- 
newing his  thanks  to  the  Marquis^  for  hav- 
ings at  such  imminent  risk  of  his  own  life, 
preserved  that  of  a  fellow-creature. 

Our  hero,  who  had  merely  acted  from 
the  impulse  of  the  moment,  disclaimed 
any  compliment  for  having  merely  done 
his  duty ;  enquiring  whether  the  assassin 
had  been  heard  of. 

''Unfortunately  we  have  been  unable  to 
make  any  discoveries  respecting  him,'*  re- 
plied Belthorpe ;  ''  though  many  people 
in  Chedworth,  besides  myself,  went  in  pur- 
suit of  him  ;  and  Mr.  Spencer  told  us  this 
morning,  that  Dr.  Murray  would  write  to 
Manchester  and  Preston,  if  the  Father 
would  send  an  accurate  description  of  his 
person ;  but  as  he  is  unable  to  comply 
with  the  requisition,  I  am  fearful  the  wretch 
will  escape.'' 

The  Earl  blamed  the  Father's  lenity.— 
Mr.  Langhton  could  not  explain  in  what  he 
supposed  it  originated  ;  and  Lady  William 
could  only  suppose  he  had  b^een  too  much 

agitated 


62  LANGHTON    PRIORY. 

agitated  at  the  moment^  to  take  an  accurate 
survey  of  the  wretch  who  had  so  treach- 
erously attacked  him. 

''  Madame  de  La  Tour  was  rather  better, 
though  still  very  weak/'  said  Belthorpe  ; — 
^'  and  had  been  so  dreadfully  agitated,  when 
she  learnt' the  danger  the  Father  had  been 
in,  that  he  had  been  under  the  necessity 
of  sitting  up  in  her  parlour  the  whole 
night,  having  feared  that  she  would  either 
have  gone  into  fits,  or  have  had  a  return  of 
her  complaint.  He  had,  however,  left  her 
tolerably  composed,  and  meant  to  see  her 
aoain  in  the  evenins;^  the  Father  havins: 
prescribed  with  his  usual  skill  for  her  dis- 
order ;  and  as  the  gentlemen  felt  very  little 
interested  about  her,  they  soon  took  their 
leave,  the  Marquis  requesting  his  brother 
would  ride  over  to  Highwood,  should  the 
friar  be  worse,  or  should  any  intelligence 
transpire  respecting  the  fugitive  murderer. 
Having  mounted  their  horses,  our  hero 
said  he  must  look  in  upon  Dr.  Murray,  not 
having  called  at  his  house  the  day  before. 

The 
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The  Earl  said  he  would  accompany  him 
thither^  as  he  was  extremely  prepossessed 
in  his  favour,  from  the  Marquis's  account 
of  him. 

Lord  Dunluce  spoke  also  very  highly  in 
praise  of  his  courtesy^  which  had  induced 
him  to  receive  him  very  politely  the  day 
before,  notwithstanding  he  had  so  impru- 
dently endangered  his  daughter  and  niece's 
beauty,  if  not  their  lives,  though  he  never 
should  have  forgiven  himself,  had  he  been 
so  unfortunate  as  to  do  either. 

"  Then  I  hope  you  will  be  infinitely 
more  circumspect  in  future,''  rejoined  the 
Earl,  ''as  I  am  frequently  under  the  neces- 
sity of  apologizing  for  you  as  it  is." 

Their  arrival  at  the  rectory  prevented  a 
continuance  of  what  the  Viscount  deemed 
a  lecture,  and  they  were  immediately  ush- 
ered into  the  usual  sitting-room,  where  the 
three  ladies  and  the  Doctor  were  sitting, 
who  received  them  with  infinite  politeness, 
and  with  that  proper  degree  of  respect 
which  the  rector  and  his  wife  conceived 

due 
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due  to  the  superior  rank  of  the   Marquis 
and  the  Earl.     The  latter  instantly  apoloi 
-  gized,  in  the  most  pleasant  manner,  for  hi 
son's  recent  heedlessness,  which  he  feare( 
he  observed,  was  constitutional,  since  neiJ 
ther  precept  nor  example  had  hitherto  in- 
duced him  to   take  the  trouble  of  reflec- 
ting, before  he  acted  or  spoke  ;  therefore, 
unlike  Charles  the   Second,  he  not   only 
did,  but  frequently  said  very  foolish  things. 
The   Doctor  said  every  thing   that  was 
proper  in    return,    and    the  conversation 
soon  became  very  general  and  very  gay ; 
so  much   so,   that  the  visitors  forgot  that 
they   had  intended  to  prolong  their  ride, 
and  readily    partook    of    various  refresh- 
ments, which  were  brought  in  without  form 
or  ceremony,   but  perfectly  calculated  to 
tempt  them   to  taste  them  ;  and  as  it  re- 
minded our  hero   of  the  luncheon  at  Hil- 
ton, he  reverted  to  the  over-night*s  adven- 
ture.     The  Doctor  had  heard  but  a  very 
imperfect  account  of  it  from  Mr.  Spencer, 
who    had    looked  in  while  they  were   at 

breakfast^ 
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breakfast,,  and  had  regretted  the  Father 
could  not  identify  the  villain's  person. 

The  Earl  entered  into  various  details^ 
which  induced  both  the  Doctor  and  the 
ladies  to  pay  our  hero  many  compliments 
upon  his  humanity  and  total  disregard  of 
self.  He,  in  return,  averred  there  could  be 
no  merit  in  having  acted  from  the  mere 
impulse  of  the  moment;  only  wishing  he 
had  been  fortunate  enough  to  secure  the 
rogue,  whom  he  now  feared  would  escape 
unpunished. 

*'  Altogether  it  was  a  very  mysterious 
business/'  the  Doctor  observed,  "  as  assas- 
sination was  certainly  very  uncommon  in 
England ;  and  in  so  remote  a  part  of  the 
country,  he  should  have  supposed  any  body 
might  have  ventured  to  have  either  walked 
or  rode  at  any  hour  of  the  night." 

Not  chusing,  how^ever,  to  retail  the  mere 
gossiping  tales  of  the  village,  he  said  no 
more  ;  and  after  a  very  long  visit,  his  guests 
rose  to  depart.  The  Doctor  saw  them  to 
the  outer  gate,  where  they  mounted,  and 

continued 


6G  LANGHTON   PRIORY. 

continued    their    ride,   which  they    v/ere 
obliged  to  shorten,  as  it  grew  late. 

The  Earl  spoke,  in  very  high  terms,  of 
the  Murray  family  ;  assuring  our  hero^  that 
they  even  more  than  ansv/ered  his  expec- 
tations. The  Doctor  was  at  once  the 
scholar  and  the  gentleman  ;  his  wife  an 
amiable^  unafTected  woman;  and  their 
daughter  seemed  to  have  inherited  the  pe- 
culiar merits  of  each. 

''  But  what  think  you  of  Miss  Melbourne, 
Sir.^**  asked  Lord  Dunluce. 

**  That  she  would  appear  to  greater  ad- 
vantage in  a  ball-room,  than  in  the  worthy 
rector's  parlour,  as  she  does  not  shine  in 
conversation  like  her  cousin.  She  may 
therefore  be  a  very  pleasant  partner  dur- 
ing a  cQuntry-dance  ;  but  I  should  prefer 
Miss  Murray,  were  I  obliged  to  chuse  be- 
tween them  for  life." 

''  So  should  I,"  resumed  our  hera> 
"  were  I  inclined  to  bestow  my  name 
upon  either;  since  no  man  of  common  un- 
derstanding w^ould  prefer  Miss  Melbourne, 

wha 
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who  has  been  educated  according  to  the 
present  fashion,  and  who  is  certainly  initi- 
ated into  all  the  mysteries  of  the  toilette, 
to  her  more  modest  cousin^  whose  smiles 
bespeak  the  innocence  of  her  heart/' 

''  So,  so.  Marquis/'  cried  the  gay  Dun- 
luce  ;  *'  then  ere  long  we  shall  see  the 
Doctor  in  lawn  sleeves,  and  his  daughter 
Marchioness  of  Endermay." 

''  I  think  it  vei'}^  probable  that  the  Doc- 
tor may  attain  a  mitre,''  was  the  reply  ; — 
*'  but  much  as  I  see  to  admire  in  his 
daughter,  I  give  you  my  honour  I  am  not 
in  love  with  her;  and  I  do  mean  Cupid 
should  preside  at  my  wedding." 

''  So  do  I,"  said  Lord  Dunluce ;  ''  and 
notwithstanding  your  philippic  against 
Miss  Melbourne,  I  think  her  a  very  fine 
girl,  and  a  very  fashionable  one,  and  when 
I  do  marry ." 

''  Fashion,  not  love,  must  lead  you  to 
the  altar,"  interrupted  the  Earl. 

''I  shall  never  like  an  unfashionable  dowdy^ 
Sir.  For  instance,  I  could  not  marry  Hannah 

Albany, 
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Albany,   if  her  hundred  thousand,    \vhich 
has  greatly  increased,  was  trebled/' 

*'  Nor  my  sister/'  resumed  our  laughing 
hero,  "  because  she  is  so  unfashionable." 

''  Oh,  positively,  I  should  give  her  the 
preference  ;  but  enfre  nous,  I  do  not  think 
she  would  have  me,  else  she  would  do  me 
credit ;  and  I  dare  say  she  will  have  an  ex- 
cellent fortune,  first  and  last/' 

"Very  probably,"  rejoined  the  Earl; — 
"  and  when  you  are  ten  years  older,  I 
would  have  you  look  out  for  a  wife.  No 
woman  of  sense  will  accept  of  you  now." 

Their  arifv'al  at  Highwood  prevented  the 
young  Peer  from  entering  the  lists  with  his 
father,  as  he  fancied  himself  irresistible, 
and  was  well  convinced  that  there  was  hard- 
ly a  woman  in  England  who  would  reject 
the  presumptive  heir  to  a  marquisate. 

After  dinner.  Lady  Winifred  again  ex- 
hausted herself  in  conjectures  respecting 
the  Father's  assassin ;  he  must  be  some 
secret  enemy  ;  and  she  owned  she  feared 
the  sufferer  was  better  acquainted  with  him 

than 
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than  he  chose   to  acknowledge;  he  might 
have  privately  injured  some  of  theirneigh- 
boiirs,  who  had  thus  sought  his  revenge. 
The  Earl  next   mentioned  their  having 

o 

visited  Dr.  Murray.  She  made  no  remarks, 
contenting  herself  with  thinking  that  both 
the  Earl  and  Marquis  were  too  familiar  with 
their  inferiors;  and,  by  way  of  changing 
the  subject,  she  mentioned  having  received 
a  letter  from  her  brother,  who  highly  ap- 
proved of  her  intention  of  visiting  London 
in  the  spring,  and  who  had  requested  she 
would  be  his  guest  there  ;  but  having  re- 
fused to  take  up  her  abode  in  Portland- 
place,  she  said  she  should  certainly  not 
make  St.  James Vsquare  her  head-quarters^ 
as  she  had,  from  the  first,  resolved  to  take 
a  ready-furnished  house. 

''  Will  you  accept  of  mine,  Lady  Wini- 
fred ?'*  said  our  hel'o. — "  I  dare  say  my 
kind  uncle  will  give  me  house-room  during 
your  stay  in  town  ;  and  you  will  certainly 
be  more  pleasantly  situated  in  Arlington- 
street 
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Street  than  in  many  less  airy  parts  of  Lon* 
don/' 

'^  You  are  infinitely  obliging.  Lord 
Endermay ;  but  I  should  indeed  deserve 
censure,  were  I  to  accept  your  polite  of- 
fer ;  and  I  should  never  feel  myself  at  home 
jn  a  borrowed  abode,  and  out  of  which  I 
had  turned  the  owner.  A  much  smaller 
house  will  content  me.  Lord  Algernon 
has  proriiised  to  look  out  for  one  for  me  ; 
and  wherever  he  fixes  my  abode,  there  I 
shall  feel  most  comfortable/' 

Our  hero  did  not  therefore  press  his  of- 
fer, as  he  had  his  doubts  whether  it  might 
not  lead  to  a  report  of  his  being  engaged 
to  Miss  Hannah,  whom  he  liked  very  well 
as  a  cousin,  as  she  was  good-tempered,  con- 
versible,  and  by  no  means  formal;  still  he 
felt  that  he  was  half  ashamed  of  the  rela- 
tionship, of  course  he  had  no  wish  to  give 
her  a  right  to  his  name;  and  Lady  AVini- 
fred  sincerely  wished  he  might  marry  into 
a  Duke's  family,  as  she  fancied  that  her 

own 
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own  consequence  would  be  increased,  if 
he  made  a  prudent  choice. 

The  next  morning,  while  the  family 
were  still  at  breakfast,  Algernon  Albany 
was  shewn  in,  and  hardly  allowed  himself 
time  to  enquire  after  the  ladies  before  he 
exclaimed — ''  Well,  brother,  we  have  heard 
some  tMings  of  the  murderer  at  last;  for 
he  certainly  mounted  the  roof  of  a  London 
stage-coach  at  day-break  the  next  morn- 
ing, at ,  which  is  more  than  twenty 

miles  from  where  he  tried  to  send  the  poor 
old  Padre  to  kingdom  come." 

*'  Indeed  !'*  replied  the  Marquis;  ''  and 
pray  how  came  you  to  know  he  did  so  ?" 

'^  You  shall  hear. — Ashton  went  to  the 
Nag's  Head  late  last  night,  and  was  there 
when  the  landlord  came  home  from  Man- 
chester, who  told  him,  that  being  at  some 
inn  there,  he  was  mentioning  the  circum- 
stance to  some  friends  in  the  tap-room, 
whe«  a  stage-coachman,  who  had  just  come 
in  with  the  London  coach^  swore  he  had 
taken  up  the  very  man  that  morning  at 
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• ,  as  he  was  sure  he  was  a  foreigner ; 


and  he  remarked,  that  he  frequently  looked 
behind  him,  as  if  fearful  of  being  pursued  ; 
and,  as  a  further  proof,  he  was  ready  to 
swear  that  he  had  been  washing  his  great- 
coat previous  to  his  hailing  the  stage,  as 
he  had  remarked  how  wet  it  was,  and  knew 
there  had  been  no  rain  in  the  night.  He 
had,  however,  accounted  for  the  circum- 
stance, by  telling  him  that  he  had  fallen 
into  a  muddy  ditch  the  day  before^  which 
had  induced  him  to  order  his  coat  to  be 
cleaned  ;  and  his  foolish  servant  had  ac- 
tually washed  it,  but  had  persuaded  him  it 
was  all  but  dry  when  he  wanted  it  to  put 
on  ;  and  he  was  in  such  a  hurry,  and  so 
afraid  of  missing  the  coach,  he  had  not  felt 
it  before  he  put  it  on,  and  had  walked  too 
fast  to  be  sensible  of  the  damp :  and  this 
story  the  coachman  had  believed,  with 
whom  he  rode  about  eighteen  miles,  and 
then  alighted  upon  a  common,  at  least  two 
miles  from  any  house,  pretending  he  was 
going  to  a  village,   the  spire  of  which  was 

hardly 
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hnrdly  visible^  and  the  name  of  which  he 
did  not  know,  and  to  which  he  never  went, 
the  man  is  well  assured,  since  having  stop- 
ped at  the  end  of  the  next  stage,  as  he 
drives  the  London  coach,  which  comes 
down  to  Manchester  in  the  evening,  he  saw 
the  same  man  during  the  day,  slinking 
round  by  the  back  of  the  town,  as  if  afraid 
of  taking  the  direct  road,  which  had  led 
him  to  suspect  he  was  upon  the  sculk  ;  but 
there  are  so  many  coaches  go  through  in 
the  evening,  that  'tis  most  probable  he  is  in 
or  near  London  by  this  time ;  and  there, 
as  grandfather  says,"  continued  the  excel- 
lent orator,  "  we  might  as  well  look  for  a 
needle  in  a  pottle  of  hay/' 

Lady  Winifred  thought  there  could  be 
no  doubt  of  his  being  the  vile  assassin,  sin- 
cerely rejoicing  that  he  was  not,  it  should 
seem,  an  Englishman. 

"  I  should  have  grieved  to  ha^'e  suspec- 
ted a  countryman  of  so  atrocious  a  deed," 
rejoined  Lord  Algernon  ;  ''  but  I  did  not 

VOL.  Ill,  .  13  know 
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know  the  Father  had  many  foreign  ac- 
quaintance.'* 

^'Oh;,  he  has  his  secrets,  uncle,'*  replied 
Algernon ;  '^^  he  fancies  he  knows  the  per- 
son^ whom  he  is  unwilling  to  prosecute, 
because  he  is  distantly  related  to  him,  and 
owes  him  an  old  grudge." 

''  Then  he  very  probably  knows  best/' 
said  the  Earl;  and  for  fear  Algernon 
>should  enter  into  some  further  details,  our 
hero  proposed  returning  with  him,  which 
he  did,  and  took  the  opportunity  to  caution 
him  very  seriously  respecting  the  first  fu- 
gitive, since  he  might  very  unintentionally 
involve  Mr.  Langhton  in  a  very  unpleasant 
predicament. 

"  I  will  never  mention  him  again,  I  give 
you  my  word ;  but  the  description  the 
coachman  gave  of  the  man  he  took  up, 
tallies  to  a  T  with  the  Father*s  descrip- 
tion of  his  nephew,  and  he  is  sure  it  is 
him." 

*'He  would  not  dare  to  tell  me  so,  after 

declaring 
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declaring  he  was  insane,,  and  could  not 
speak  a  word  of  English.'* 

"■  Why,  true^  as  this  man  could  make 
himself  understood,  he  could  not  be  his 
nephew.  Do  tell  him  so,  brother  ;  for^  as 
Belthorpe  says,  he  has  cut  himself  more 
than  once  about  that  poor  fellow/' 

The  Marquis  assured  him  he  should  not 
fa-il  ;  and  as  he  was  admitted  into  the 
Padre's  vaiilta,  upon  his  hinting  his  fears 
that  his  poor  nephew  was,  as  he  had  at  first 
suspected,  the  culprit,  he  confuted  him  so 
ably,  that  he  made  him  contradict  all  he 
had  been  saying,  and  convinced  Mi'.  Langh- 
ton  that  he  was  either  delirious,  or  still  en- 
deavouring to  deceive  him,  which  did  not 
tend  to  raise  him  in  his  esteem  ;  therefore, 
though  the  surgeon  was  able  to  cure  the 
wounds  he  had  received,  he  could  not 
minister  to  the  disease  which  preyed  upon 
his  mind,  as  he  was  well  convinced  that  the 
reappearance  of  his  prisoner  would  totally 
blast  his  character,  as  he  felt  that  he  should 
be  obliged  to  prove  the  truth  of  what  he 
T.2  hati 
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had  advanced  respecting  him  ;  and  this  he 
-well  knew  would  be  utterly  impossible; — 
and  there  was  no  knowing  who  might  step 
forward  in  the  fugitive's  defence;  still  he 
built  great  hopes  upon  his  being  unable  to 
give  any  very  clear  account  of  himself,  as 
he  was  well  aware  of  all  Juliano  could  say, 
if  called  upon  to  explain  who  he  was,  or 
from  whence  he  came.  Hoping,  however, 
for  the  best,  and  rejoicing  that  criminals 
were  neither  put  to  the  torture,  nor  con- 
fined in  the  Inquisition,  in  England,  he 
trusted,  that  if  the  worst  came  to  the  worst, 
he  could  only  acknowledge  that  he  was  a 
natural  son  of  his  friend  the  Prior's,  who 
was  still  in  England,  and  whom  he  was  re- 
solved to  send  for,  to  concert  proper  mea- 
sures with  him,  as  he  knew  he  was  not,  as 
the  Marquis  suspected,  his  assassin.  In- 
deed it  was  not  among  the  least  of  his 
troubles,  the  being  in  constant  dread  of 
this  unknown  enemy,  whom  some  one 
must  have  urged  to  destroy  him. 

JulianOj  he  was  as  well  convinced  as  the 

Marquis^ 
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Marquis^  \vas  not  concerned  in  the  busi- 
ness. Mr.  Langhton  had  long  considered 
him  as  a  saints  he  well  knew,  though  he 
felt  that  he  had  of  late  greatly  fallen  in  his 
esteem  ;  yet  he  was  well  assured  that  he 
would  be  the  last  man  upon  earth  to  have 
planned  his  death. 

Lady  William  had  never  ranked  among 
his  favourites,   still  he  did  justice   to  her 
principles  ;   and  he  well  knew  that  she  re- 
vered his  habit,  though  she  might  not  like 
him.     Belthorpe  was  certainly  in  many  of 
his  secrets,  and  he  had  not  the  highest  opi- 
nion of  him  ;   but  where   should  he  have 
found  money  to  have  bribed  any  agent  to 
have  done  so  desperate  a  deed,  as  he  took 
care  that  Mr.  Langhton  should  not  be  too 
bountiful,  and  his  pupil  never  had  much 
money  at  command  ?    Besides,  he  flattered 
himself  that  Algernon  w^as  extremely  at- 
tached to  him  ;  and  certainly,  to  his  face, 
he  always  appeared  so;  but  he  fully   in^ 
demnified  himself  for   this  hypocrisy,  by 
E  3  abusinoc 
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abusing  him   most  gloriously   behind  his 
back. 

Madame  de  La  Tour  was  also  too  much 
his  friend,  and  was  besides  so  much  more 
likely  to  be  a  gainer  by  his  living  than  his 
dying,  that  he  exonerated  her  from  any 
connexion  with  his  murderer,  as  he  could 
easily  account  for  the  illness  which  had 
seized  her ;  well  knowing  that  she  fully 
participated  in  his  chagrin  respecting  the 
fiight  of  his  prisoner ;  therefore,  who  to 
suspect  of  having  wished  to  murder  him,  he 
could  not  decide.  That  Juliano  might  have 
been  so  inclined,  he  could  well  believe — as 
he  well  knew  he  was  not  insane ;  but  he 
also  knew  that  the  person  he  grappled  with 
was  not  his  late  prisoner^  who,  as  the  Mar- 
quis had  very  justly  observed,  could  not 
have  provided  for  his  immediate  wants, 
much  less  have  procured  an  offensive  wea- 
pon, situated  as  he  must  have  been  when 
he  left  the  Priory.  Indeed  it  was  very  ex- 
traordinary that  he  had  contrived  to  remain 

concealed 
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toiicealed  so  long.  To  be  siire^  he  might 
have  terminated  his  existence  in  a  fit  of 
despair.  Could  he  but  be  once  assured  of 
thatj  he  felt  he  should  be  comparatively 
happy  ;  since  he  was  well  awarc  that  he 
had  worse  than  ruin  to  dread,  should  he 
ever  be,  as  the  Marquis  seemed  to  think 
probable,  legally  called  upon  to  declare 
who  his  late  prisoner  really  was. 

Such  were  his  constant  reflections  when 
alone;  and  he  mended  so  slowly,  that  Mr. 
Belthorpe  continued  to  supply  his  place  at 
chapel,  andtooli  such  pains  to  render  him- 
self agreeable  to  Mr.  Langhton,  that  the 
old  gentkm?>n  iT£;Qlved  he  should  succeed 
the  Father^  when  he  departed  this  life  for  a 
better. 

During  his  convalescence.  Lady  Winifred 
and  her  guests  more  than  once  visited  the 
Priory,  and  once,  by  special  invitation,  the 
whole  party  dined  there  ;  upon  which  oc- 
casion the  invalid  made  his  appearance  in 
the  parlour  for  the  first  time. 

Lady  Winifred  was  delighted  with  the 
E  4:  respect 
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respect  shewn  her^  and  had  condescended 
to  oblige  Rosalie,  by  bringing  Miss  Albany 
with  her,  whom  even  Mr.  Langhton  ven- 
tured to  criticise,  when  she  was  gone ;  the 
Father  only  wished  some  true  believer 
would  undertake  her  conversion,  as  he  was 
convinced  that  she  was  still  a  Jew  at  heart. 

Lady  William  could  not  suppose  so  ; — - 
and  at  all  events,  if  having  been  educated  a 
Protestant  had  not  wrought  the  desired 
change,  she  feared  nothing  would. 

Mr.  Langhton  perfectly  agreed  with  her 
Ladyship,  observing — "  That  he  had  mere- 
ly remarked  that  her  features  bore  the 
stamp  of  Judaism  ;  her  manners  certainly 
did  not;  they  were  extremely  correct;  and 
so  he  made  no  doubt  were  her  principles, 
as  he  had  a  very  high  opinion  of  Lady 
Winifred  xVibany — so  had  the  Father,  who 
FiOW  found  it  necessary  to  yield,  upon 
every  occasion,  to  his  patron,  whom  he, 
no  long  time  since,  governed  with  a  rod  of 
iron. 

Belthorpe  very  adroitly  paid  his  court  at 

his 
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his  expence  ;  and  Mr.  Langhton  found  it  so 
much  pleasanter  to  rule  than  to  be  ruled^ 
that  the  younger  priest  daily  gained 
ground  in  his  esteem. 

Madame  de  La  Tour  continued,  however, 
the  Padre's  fast  friend,  and  even  shed  tears 
of  joy,  when  he  officiated  again  in  the 
chapel ;  and  as  nearly  three  weeks  had  now 
elapsed  since  the  departure  of  Jullano,  the 
old  man  began  to  fancy  himself  in  toler- 
able security,  and  to  hope  that  he  had 
either  resolved  to  conceal  whence  he  came, 
and  all  he  knew  respecting  himself,  or  that 
he  was,  as  seemed  most  probable,  no  more. 

Meanwhile,  the  Earl  of  Algernon,  hav- 
ftg  greatly  prolonged  his  visit  at  High- 
wood,  fixed  the  day  of  his  departure  for 
Woodville.  Our  hero  took  a  kind  leave 
of  the  family  at  the  Priory,  hoping  he 
should  see  Algernon  and  Rosalie  early,  in 
the  spring,  and  half  promising  to  escort 
them  home,  in  his  way  into  Scotland. 

Unasked,   Algernon  declared  he  would 

often   write  to  him,   which  our  hero   en- 

E.  ^  couraged^ 
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couraged,  thinking  heshould,  by  that  means, 
learn  what  was  going  forward^  and  whether 
the  Padre  ever  gave  up  the  name  of  his 
assassin^  whom  he  was  convinced  he  knew. 
He  next  paid  his  respects  at  the  rectory, 
whither  Lord  Dunliice  accompanied  him, 
who  continued  to  declare  himself  the  ad- 
mirer of  Miss  Melbourne;  even  hinting  to 
our  hero,  that  should  his  father  run  restifC 
he  would  steal  a  match.  Presuming,  how- 
ever, that  a  month's  absence  would  obli- 
terate her  from  his  memory,  the  Marquis 
did  not  mention  his  folly  to  the  Earl,  with 
whom  he  set  out  for  Woodville  the  fifth  of 
December,  Lady  Algernon  and  her  son 
having  taken  the  lead  of  them,  as  they  were 
not  more  than  fifty  miles  from  thence,  and 
she  wished  to  reach  home  a  few  hours  be- 
fore her  guest.  » 
Lady  Winifred  had  declined  being  of  the 
party,  alledging  to  the  Countess,  that  it 
might  lead  the  world  to  suppose  a  matri- 
monial connexion  was  on  the  tapis  between 
the   Marquis  and  her  ward,  which  might 

prevent 
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prevent  the  latter  from  having  so  eligible 
an  ofler  as  she  had  a  right  to  expect  ;  and 
as  the  Countess  thought  they  should  be 
quite  as  comfortable  without  the  stately 
dame^  she  dicl  not  argue  the  point  with 
her;  particularly  as  a  large  }>arty  of  her 
friends  were  to  spend  the  holidays  at  Wood- 
ville,  which  exactly  suited  our  hero's  taste, 
as  the  house  was  like  his  own^  upon  a  very 
large  scale,  but  extremely  comfortable, 
and  every  guest  found  themselves  com- 
pletely at  home  ;  and  both  the  Earl  and 
Countess  made  a  point  of  rendering  every 
thing  agreeable  to  their  favourite  nephew, 
whom  they  felt  proud  of  introducing  to 
their  neighbours  and  friends. 

Lord  Dunluce  amused  him  with  criti- 
cising the  former,  many  of  whom  were  not 
sufficiently  fashionable,  to  stand  very  high 
in  his  good  graces ;  and  he  frequently  de- 
clared that  there  was  not  a  female  worthy 
looking  at;  so  often  reverting  to  the  lovely 
CharlotteMelbourne,  during  the  first  week, 
that  Malcolm  began  to  think  she  had  made 
E  6  a  very 
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a  very  deep  impression  upon  him  ;  but  at 
the  end  of  another,  he  appeared  to  have 
forgotten  her;  and  before  New  Year's 
Day,  he  declared  himself  violently  smitten 
with  a  Cheshire  damsel,  whom  chance 
threw  in  his  way,  and  whom  our  hero  made 
no  doubt  would,  in  her  turn,  be  forgotten,. 


CHAP.  IV. 


The  Marquis  of  Derwent  generally  spent 
liis  Christmas  at  Derwent  House,  which  was> 
also  in  Cheshire ;  but  this  year  he  did  not 
leave  London,  owing  to  a  slight  fit  of  the 
gout;  he  wrote  the  Earl,  regretting  the 
circumstance,  as  he  meant  to  have  paid  an 
early  visit  at  Woodville,  being  very  anxious 

to 
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to  be  properly  introduced  to  Lord  Ender- 
may. 

"  Yon  bid  fair  to  become  a  first-rate  fa- 
vourite^  you  perceive/'  said  Lord  Alger- 
non, handing  his  father's  letter  to  his  ne- 
phew.— ''  I  begin  to  hope  you  will  recon- 
cile the  Marquis  to  his  title  of  grandfather^ 
'svhich  will  frequently  be  sounded  in  his 
ears  this  spring,  when  all  his  grandchildren 
are  in  town  ;  though  I  put  no  faith  in  his 
being  detained  in  London  by  the  gout, 
since  I  rather  suspect  he  has  started  some 
new  game  he  does  not  like  to  lose  sight  of. 
I  should  not  speak  thus  freely  to  Henry, 
^vho  has  but  too  great  a  propensity  to  tread 
in  his  steps/' 

''  You  may  rely  upon  my  discretion,  m  j 
dear  uncle  ;  though  I  do  hope  you  will  be 
agreeably  disappointed  this  time ;  since  I 
own  I  should  much  less  regret  hearing  Lord 
Derwent  was  confined  to  his  dressing-room 
with  the  gout,  than  to  be  told  he  had  added 
another  name  to  the  list  of  those  silly  wo- 
Hien  whom  he  has  seduced  from  the  paths 

of 
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of  duty  ;  as  I  have  been  assured  he  never 
takes,  up  with  any  other  person's  leavings." 
''  Your  information  is  very  correct;  and 
I  dare  say  he  glories  in  what  would  make 
any  other  man  blush.  When  w^e  return  Xo 
tov^w,  w^e  shall  be  able  to  judge  whether  he 
ever  means  to  reform  ;"  and  thus  the  sub- 
^ject  dropped  for  the  present,  as  they  sel- 
dom had  an  opportunity  to  discuss  family 
affairs  during  the  present  festive  season. 

Algernon  had  twice  written  to  his  brother 
since  his  departure  from  Highwood ;  and 
if  his  letters  were  not  very  well  worded^ 
they  gave  him  a  great  deal  of  information 
respecting  the  inhabitants  of  the  Priory. — 
'^  Belthorpe  and  him  often  v/atched  the 
Padre  from  the  lumber-room/'  he  wrote 
him ;  and  even  his  darling  hoards^,  which 
he  was  continually  counting,  did  not  seem 
to  console  him  for  the  lo'ss,of  his  nephew, 
if  such  he  was,  as  he  was  more  gloomy 
than  ever,  and  at  times  so  cross  with  him 
(Algernon),  that  he  sometimes  wished  his 
foreign  friend  had  let  out  a  little  more  of 

his 
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his  bad  blood.  Then  again  he  would  be 
extremely  fond  of  him;  often  telling  him 
that  he  must  make  him  amends  for  all  his 
misfortunes^  with  such  like  nonsense,  just 
to  cant  him  over  to  stand  his  friend,  in  case 
there  should  ever  be  any  bustle  about  the 
run- away,  whom  every  body  was  now  con- 
vinced was  no  more  mad  than  he  was,  else 
he  must  have  been  seen  or  heard  of;  al- 
ways concluding,  by  wishing  Lady  Wini- 
fred, who  had  taken  a  wonderful  liking  to 
Rosalie,  would  fix  the  time  for  her  de- 
parture from  Highwood,  as  he  was  all  im- 
patience to  visit  London. 

This  the  Marquis  conceived  very  possible* 
and  felt  extremely  happy  in  the  reMecty)n, 
that  he  would  not  be  consigned  to  his  care; 
therefore  no  responsibility  would  attach  to 
him,  admitting  (as  he  made  no  doubt  he 
wotild )  he  gave  into  any  follies.  He  also 
frequently  heard  from  the  truly  grateful 
Juliano,  whose  letters  afforded  him  infinite 
satisfaction.  His  remarks  upon  all  he  saw 
and  iearot  were  so  novel,  and  yet  such 

proofs 
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proofs  of  the  solidity  of  his  judgment^ 
that  he  was  convinced  nature  had  done 
much  for  him  ;  and  he  seemed  resolved,  by 
incessant  application,  to  render  his  excel- 
lent memory  extremely  subservient  to  his 
improvement,  as  he  was  indefatigable  in 
studying  the  English  language;  but  even 
the  Italian,  he  wrote  his  benefactor,  much 
as  it  abounded  in  superlatives,  w^as  very  in- 
sufficient to  express  his  feelings,  when  ad=- 
dressing  the  Marquis  of  Endermay,  to 
whom  he  continued  to  look  up,  as  to  his 
guardian  angel;  generally  hinting  his 
wishes  that  he  might,  in  time,  be  deemed 
capable  of  holding  some  situation  in  a  mer- 
cantile house,  which  might  prevent  his 
continuing  a  burthen  to  his  generous  pro- 
tector; and  Alexander  M'Crue  was  even 
lavish  in  his  praises  of  him  to  his  brother, 
declaring  that  he  never  had  felt  such  an. at- 
tachment upon  so  short  an  acquaintance 
for  any  one  ;  dwelling  upon  the  pains  he 
took  to  render  himself  master  of  the  Eng- 
lish language,  and  appearing  to  think  he 

would 
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would  soon  be  capable  of  undertaking  any 
situation  in  a  merchant's  counting-house, 
as  he  wrote  a  beautiful  hand^  and  was  a  very 
good  accomptant. 

Our  hero  was,  however,  resolved  to  as- 
certain who  he  was,  before  he  formed  any 
plans  for  the  future,  secretly  determining, 
that  should  he,  as  he  thought  very  pro- 
bable, appear  to  be  the  illegitimate  off- 
spring of  some  dignitary  of  the  Romish 
church,  to  make  him  his  secretary  or  ama- 
nuensis, and  to  fix  his  abode  at  Montrose 
Castle,  where  he  would  find  himself  very 
agreeably  situated,  as  he  found  he  was  an 
enthusiastic  admirer  of  the  beauties  of  na- 
ture, which  very  circumstance  had  rendered 
his  recent  confinement  peculiarly  irksome 
to  him. 

Wishing,  however,  to  see  and  converse 
with  him,  he  readily  agreed  to  the  neces- 
sity of  his  appearing  at  the  birth-day  ; 
having  been  of  course  comprised  in  the 
recent  promotions,  and  being  well  aware 
that  he  was  at  present  in  very  high  favour 

with 
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with  the  higher  powers,  who  had  pro- 
iTiised,  as  his  regiment  had  followed  him  to 
England,  to  aflbrd  him  an  early  opportu- 
nity of  aJding  to  the  laurels  he  had  already 
acquired;  therefore,  on  the  tenth  of  Ja- 
nuary, he  le'^t  Woodville,  with  his  uncle 
and  family,  and,  after  a  very  pleasant  jour- 
ney, reached  Portland-place,  by  _a  fashion- 
able dinner  hour,  on  the  ISth,  where  he 
spent  the  evening  with  his  affectionate  re- 
latives, who  feh  grieved  as  tl>e  hour  of  se- 
paration drew  near;  since  the  Earl  and 
Countess  considered  him  as  a  second  son^ 
and  Lord  Dunlnce  had  certainly  the  feel- 
ings of  a  brother  for  him;  he  was  not, 
therefore,  sufFercd  to  depart,  till  hi  had 
promised  to  be  their  frequent  guest  in- 
deed, and  to  consider  their  house  as  his 
second  home,  and  their  table  as  his  own. — 
His  own  house  was  laroer  than  his  uncle's  ; 
and  as  he  had  thought  the  furniture  looked 
both  faded  and  out  of  date,  when  last  in 
towm,  he  had  given  orders  for  various  al- 
terations and  additions^  which  had  greatly 

contributed 
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contributed  to  improve  its  appearance  ; — 
and  it  now  seemed,  in  every  respect,  a  pro- 
per residence  for  a  man  of  rank  and  fashion. 

Donald  had,  by  his  Lord's  desire,  visited 
his  brother  during  the  afternoon ;  and  our 
hero  had  no  sooner  reached  his  dressing- 
room,  than  he  exclaimed — "  Plave  you 
seen  Juliano  ?'* 

"  Ihave^  my  Lord  ;  and  I  was  astonished 
at  being  addressed  by  him  in  very  toler- 
able English ;  still  he  is  always  at  a  loss  for 
words,  when  he  endeavours  to  express  his 
gratitude,  he  says;  and  I  am  sufe^  if 
your  Lordship  could  but  hear  him,  when 
talking  of  you,  you  would  think  yourself 
amply  repaid  for  having  been  so  generous 
towards  him ;  he  is  all  impatience  to  see 
you,  but  dare  riot  venture  to  wait  upon 
you,  he  says,  till  he  has  received  your 
permission  ;  and  I  hope  you  v/ill  suffer  me 
to  bring  him  into  Arlington-street  to-mor- 
row, as  I  am  no  less  impatient  for  your 
Lordship  to  see  him,  since  I  never  was  so 

struck 
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Struck  in  my  life^  as  when  I  saw  him  this 
afternoon,  as  I  am  sure  I  should  not  have 
known  him  again  ;  for  even  when  dressed 
in  your  Lordship's  cloaths,  he  did  not  look 
like  himself,  to  judge  from  his  present  ap- 
pearance, else  you  would  have  made  the 
same  remark  I  did  to-day,  as  I  will  be 
sworn  he  is  of  no  mean  origin  ;  but  when 
your  Lordship  has  seen  him,  I  shall  know 
whether  our  opinions  coincide  ;  since,  if 
the  likeness  does  not  strike  you  even  more 
forcibly  thnn  it  did  me,  why  I  shall  fancy  I 
was  in  a  dream.  I  did  tell  Alick  who  he 
reminded  me  of,  and  he  declared  that  the 
same  idea  had  occurred  to  him;  but  he  very 
prudently  forbore  troubling  your  Lordship 
with  his  conjectures;  as  I  shall,  since  I 
wish  you  to  judge  for  yourself.  God  for- 
bid I  should  wish  to  prejudice  you  in  his 
favour;  I  only  hope  the  truth  will  be 
brought  to  light,  erelong,  as  I  think  it  very 
likely  that  vile  old  Jesuit  has  more  to  an- 
swer for  than  your  Lordship  was  aware  of — 

indeed;. 
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indeed,  I  might  with  safety  say,  I  am  sure 
fee  has.  His  nephew,  forsooth  ! — Well,  pa- 
tience, say  I." 

"  Upon   my  honour,   Donald^   you  are 
putting  mine  to  the  test,"  replied  the  Mar- 
quis, in  a  gay  tone  ;  ''  as  I  am  very  much 
at  a  loss   to  guess  the  meaning  of  your 
.j^iysterious  hints/' 

"  I  will  explain  every  thing,  after  yaut 
Lordship  has  seen  the  young  gentleman^ 
who  is  no  more  an  Italian  than  I  am,  I 
would  venture  to  lay  any  wager;  bur,  till  I 
have  heard  your  opinion,  it  would  ill  be- 
come me  to  speak  my  real  sentiments  upon 
so  very  nice  a  point,  since  there  is  certain- 
ly no  accounting  for  likenesses.  Children 
are  often  very  unlike  their  parents. — Mr. 
Albany,,  for  example,  seems  to  take  after 
none  of  the  family." 

The  Marquis,  who  was  not  quite  sa 
dull  of  apprehension  as  he  had  wished  his 
valet  to  suppose  he  was,  being  aware  that 
Donald  might  think  it  would  be  presum- 
ing, were  he  to  speak  more  plain,  soon  dis- 
missed 
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missed  him,  resolving  to  visit  his  protegee 
the  moment  he  had  breakfasted;  and,  in* 
consequence  of  this  determination,  he  was 
in  Weirs-street  before  eleven.  Alick  was 
serving  in  his  shop  when  he  entered,  but 
readily  understood  the  sign  he  made  him, 
not  to  address  him  by  his  title  ;  and  having 
called  his  wife,  who  merely  curtsied  in 
fcilence,  to  take  his  place  behind  the  coun- 
ter, he  led  the  Marquis  into  his  parlour, 
where  he  informed  him  that  Mr.  Julian,  as 
they  styled  their  lodger,  was  taking  his 
English  lesson;  but  as  his  master  always 
left  him  at  eleven,  and  the  elock  was  upon 
the  point  of  striking,  he  would  soon  be  at 
liberty,  as  he  supposed  his  Lordship  would 
not  chuse  to  go  up  while  Mr.  Edwards  v/as 
with  him ;  and  while  the  honest  Scotsman 
was  launching  out  in  praise  of  their  inmate, 
the  master  left  the  house  by  the  private 
door ;  and  our  hero,  understanding  he 
should  find  Juliano  in  the  dining-room, 
went  up  alone,  meaning  to  knock  at  his 
door ;  feeling  anxious  to  know  whether  he 

woul4 
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would  recognise  him^  never  having  seen 
him  but  once'before^  and  then  merely  for 
a  few  minutes,  as  he  was  perfectly  con- 
vincedj  from  what  Donald  had  said^  that  he 
should  not  know  him  again  ;  and  he  had 
come  prepared  to  acknowledge  or  to  refute 
the  valet's  suspicions,  having  perfectly  un- 
derstood his  meaning. 

The  door  was,  however,  wide  open,  ow- 
ing to  Juliano's  being  in  the  very  act  of 
throwing  some  coals  upon  the  fire,  having 
been  to  fetch  the  scuttle  from  the  landing ; 
and  as  our  hero  had  advanced  within  the 
room  before  he  turned  his  head,  he  was 
very  innocently  the  occasion  of  his  drop- 
ping it  from  his  hand,  upon  recognising  his 
generous  friend  in  the  person  of  his  visitor. 
Instantly  falling  at  his  feet,  he  caught  the 
proffered  hand^  which  he  pressed  with  fer- 
vour to  his  lips,  saying,  in  very  tolerable 
English — "  May  the  Almighty  shower  down 
every  blessing  upon  my  noble  benefactor  T* 

The  Marquis  forcibly  raised  him,  reply- 
ing, in  Italian — *^  You  overrate  the  trifling 

service 
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service  I  have  been  able  to  render  you,  my 
dear  Jiiliano." 

''  Can  I  ever  sufficiently  prize  the  bles- 
sing of  liberty  ;  or  can  I  ever  be  sufficient- 
ly grateful  towards  him,  who  released  me 
from  the  most  irksome  state  of  bondage  ? — 
as  I  do  not  think  I  should  have  survived 
another  winter's  residence  in  my  attic/" 

Teai-s  stood  in  his  eyes,  while  speaking; 
and  he  seemed  so  much  agitated,  the  Mar- 
qui;^  was  more  than  ever  resolved  to  render 
his  future  life  as  comfortable  as  circum- 
stances would  admits 

"You  knew  me  again,  it  should  seem/' 
he  resumed,  in  a  friendly  tone. 

*'  Knew  you,  my  Lord  !  was  it  possible 
that  I  should  ever  forget  your  features  and 
countenance  ?  No,  they  were  indelibly 
stamped  upon  my  mind,  from  the  first  mo- 
ment we  met ;  for  did  not  you  appear  in 
the  character  of  my  guardian  angel  ?" 

*' You  shall  ever  find  me  vour  friend," 
was  the  reply,  contemplating,  in  his  turn, 
the  grateful  youth  he  was,  ad  dressing,  who 

was 
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was  dressed  very  plainly,  but  very  fashion- 
nbly.  His  hair  had  also  been  cut  and  cur- 
led, in  conformity  to  the  same  rule  ;  an<l 
he  was,  in  every  respect,  so  infinitely  al- 
tered for  the  better,  that  he  was  convinced 
he  should  not  have  known  him  again. 

*■'  Can  it  be  possible  !"  he  invclunlarily 
exclaimed,  while  gazing  at  his  animated 
countenance,  and  hastily  pulling  out  a  mi- 
niature picture  of  his  late  father,  which 
had  been  done  by  a  first-rate  artist,  for  his 
mother,  and  was  allowed  to  have  been  the 
best  likeness  which  had  ever  been  taken  of 
Lord  Vv'iiliam  Albany  ;  he  had  brought  it 
with  him,  in  consequence  of  Donald's  mys- 
terious hints;  and  the  more  he  compared 
the  inanimate  image  with  the  living  one  of 
his  father  before  him,  the  more  he  became 
impressed  with  the  idea  that  Juliano  was  his 
brotiier. — lie  therefore  mentally  exclaim- 
ed— ''  I  will  have  this  point  cleared  up  to 
my  satisfaction,  let  the  consequence  be 
%vhat  it  may,  and  should  it  cost  me  half  my 
fortune;"  while  Juliano,  who  perceived  that 

VOL.  ui.  F  he 
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he  was  comparing  his  features  with  those 
of  the  picture  he  held  in  his  hand,  longed 
to  see  the  miniature,  and  wished  he  dare 
Tiave  taken  the  liberty  to  ask  his  benefactor 
a  few  questions. 

The  Marquis,  aware  of  having  excited 
his  attention,  yet  fearful  of  creating  hopes 
which  might  never  be  realised,  returned  the 
picture  to  his  pocket,  saying — "  Excuse 
my  seeming  rudeness,  my  dear  Juliano; — 
but  I  fancied  you  bore  a  stronger  resem- 
blance than  you  really  do  to  a  deceased 
friend  of  mine,  which  induced  me  to  com- 
pare your  features  to  those  of  his  portrait  ; 
but  having  satisfied  myself,  now  tell  me 
whether  you  are  perfectly  satisfied  with 
your  present  situation  ?  Are  the  Macrues 
pleasant  people  ?  and  can  you  make  up 
your  mind  to  remain  where  you  are,  till  we 
have  settled  how  to  make  that  vile  Father 
Benedetto  acknowledge  who  you  are  ?" 

'!  I  cannot  be  more  comfortably  situ- 
ated, my  Lord  ;  the  kindness  of  these  good 
people  is  like  your  own,  unbounded." 

*'  I  am 
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^'  I  am  glad  to  hear  you  like  them/*  said 
our  hero,  taking  a  chair,  and  informing 
him  of  every  thing  that  had  occurred  at  the 
Priory  since  his  departure;  not  omitting 
the  Father's  having  attempted  to  make  the 
family  believe  he  had  endeavoured  to  as- 
sassinate him,  and  the  grounds  upon  which 
he  had  defended  him  ;  asking  him  whether 
he  did  not  think  the  prior  who  had  brought 
him  over,  was  the  real  assassin  ? 

Juliano  thought  it  very  possible;  since, 
though  he  once  had  had  a  very  high  opi- 
nion of  him,  the  base  means  he  had  made 
use  of  to  decoy  him  into  the  snare  which 
had  been  purposely  spread  for  him,  had 
convinced  him  that  he  was  extremely 
treacherous,  since  he  would  have  shewn 
himself  much  more  his  friend,  had  he  left 
him  in  Italy  ;  though  he  now  blessed  God 
that  he  had  brought  him  over,  since  the 
Almighty  had  raised  him  such  a  friend. — As 
for  the  story  the  Padre  had  told,  to  account 
for  his  having  so  shamefully  immured  him, 
that  he  did  not  hesitate  to  declare  an  abso- 
f2  lute 
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lute  fiction,  since  he  had  never  had  any 
reason  to  suppose  he  belonged  to  any  fa- 
mily of  note  ;  and  the  convent  in  which 
he  had  been  brought  up  was  in  the  Mi- 
lanese, in  the  very  suburbs  of  Milan,  and 
not  in  Tuscany,  where  he  said  the  Corsini 
family  resided. 

This,  however,  perfectly  accounted  for 
Mr.  Langhton's  having  suffered  him  to  be 
confined  beneath  his  roof;  adding,  that 
as  he  had,  thanks  to  his  generous  benefac- 
tor, obtained  his  liberty,  he  almost  dreaded 
calling  upon  the  treacherous  monk,  to  clear 
up  the  mystery  attached  to  his  birth,  for 
fear  he  should,  under  the  plea  of  their 
being  related,  endeavour,  as  a  small  pu- 
nishment, to  send  him  back  to  Italy,  where 
he  mi<jht  still  be  able  to  have  him  secured 
for  life. 

'*  He  never  can  exert  any  power  over 
you,  my  friend,"  rejoined  the  Marquis. — ''  I 
•will,  if  required,  stand  forth  your  cham- 
pion and  protector;  therefore  make  your- 
self  perfectly   easy.      It   is   necessary  we 

should 
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should  make  the  wretch  disclose  who  you 
really  are;  but  I  will  proceed  with  pru- 
dence, since  I  will  not  stir  a  step  till  I  have 
consulted  one  of  iny  berst  friends,  to  whom 
I  mean  to  introduce  you,  and  to  whom 
you  will  not  object  to  repeat  the  summary 
account  you  gave  me  of  yourself." 

''  Surely  not,  my  Lord  ;  yoiu'  friends 
must  be  good  men,  and,  like  yourself, 
more  anxious  to  serve  than  to  injure  such 
an  insigniiicant  being  as  myself;  and  cer- 
tainly, if  I  run  no  risk  of  being  again  sub- 
jected to  the  Padre's  controul,  it  would  af- 
ford me  infinite  satisfaction  to  know  who 
I  really  am,  since,  from  a  boy,  I  have  been 
kept  in  total  ignorance  of  my  family  ; 
and  I  much  fear  that  I  have  no  legal  claim 
upon  any  parent.'* 

''  You  will  always  have  a  claim  upon  my 
friendship,  Juliano;  let  that  content  you  : 
for  the  present  I  must  bid  you  adieu;  but 
depend  upon  seeing  rae  often. — Accept  this 
tride/'  putting  several  bank-notes  into  his 
hand  ;  ''  you  may  want  to  purchase  books; 
F  3  and 
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and  the  small  sum  you  brought  to  Lotidort 
must  long  since  have  been  expended,  as 
you  were  in  want  of  every  thing.** 

Juliano  merely  bowed  very  low  in  re- 
turn; and  our  hero  hastened  home^  after 
strongly  recommemding  his.  young  friend 
to  Alick,  who,  being  fully  convinced  in  his 
own  mind  that  his  lodger  was  brother  to 
the  Marquis  of  Endermay,  was  resolved  to 
treat  him  with  the  respect  and  attention  he 
thought  his  due  ;  while  the  Marquis  re« 
solved  to  write  instantly  to  Dr.  Campbell, 
and  to  request  he  would  join  him  imme- 
diately in  town,  wishing  to  consult  him, 
before  he  mentioned  the  matter  to  his 
uncle,  who  would,  he  was  well  convinced, 
when  once  apprized  of  every  circumstance, 
prove  an  able  second  in  ascertaining  Juli- 
ano*s  rights. 

These  reflections  induced  him,  however, 
to  recollect,  that  he  ought  to  call  in  Port- 
land-place before  he  went  home.  Thither, 
therefore,  he  proceeded,  and,  after  the  first 
compliments,  said — ''  He  had  been    into 

Marybone,, 
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Marybone,  to  enquire  after  an  old  friendj^ 
thinking  it  possible  they  might  have  sent 
into  Arlington-street  during  his  absence." 

*'  Then  what  say  you  to  accompanying 
me  into  St.  JamesVsquare  ?"  rejoined  the 
Earl. — '*  I  am  fearful  Lord  Derwent  is  stiil 
a  prisoner  with  the  gput^  and  we  both  owe 
him  a  how  do  ye.'* 

"  I  am  at  your  orders,  uncle  ;  but  shall 
not  we  be  ulifashionably  early  V 

""  Oh,  an  hour  hence  will  be  quite  soon 
enough. — I  dare  say  it  is  not  yet  grand  jour 
in  the  square ;  and  I  am  not  a  sufficient 
favourite  to  be  received  before.  Dunluce 
is  gone  to  visit  some  of  his  college  friends. 
He  is  extremely  anxious  to  appear  at  the 
birth-day  ;  but  I  do  not  mean  he  shall  be 
presented  before  he  is  of  age.  Indeed  he 
should  have  remained  at  college,  had  he  not 
entirely  forgotten  why  he  went  thither; 
and  he  may  as  well  run  riot  in  London  as 
there.  As  yet,  he  will  not  be  able  to  ruin 
himself;  and  should  he  exceed  his  allow^- 
ance,  I  will  not  pay  his  debts  ;  this  he  v/ell 
F  4  knows ; 
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linows  ;  therefore,  if  he  obtains  credit^  he 
must  settle  matters  how  he  can  with  his 
creditors,  when  he  comes  of  afre,  as  I  never 
n*ill  encourage  tradesmen  who  suffer  minors 
to  get  into  their  books;  and  I  know  the 
fate  Lord  Endermay  preached  to  the  same 
efifect,  and  to  infinitely  Kiore  purpose.'* 

Lady  Algernon  hoped  the  Marquis's  ex- 
ample would  have  due  weight  with  her 
son.  Our  hero  rather  wished  to  change  the 
subject,  and  had  succeeded,  when  Sir  James 
Manners  was  announced. 

*'*  What  can  have  brought  the  prating 
fellow  ?'*  said  the  Countess,  in  a  half  whis- 
per. 

''  Ke  is  big  with  some  tale  of  scan- 
dal, which  he  is  anxious  to  circulate,"  was 
the  reply ;  and  in  another  second  the  Ba- 
ronet made  his  appearance. 

"  I  heard,  by  mere  chance,  this  very 
morning,  that  you  were  in  town.  Lord  Al- 
gernon, so  I  hurried  hither,  to  enquire  after 
your  and  the  Countess's  health ;  you  both 
look  wonderfully  well ;  the  cold  has  not 

been 


LA^^GHTOJ^    PJRIORY.  105 

been  too  much  for  you,  notwithstanding 
Woodville  is  certainly  a  Northern,  if  not  a 
bleak  situation.*' 

"  We  had  a  house  full  of  company,  which 
might  prevent  our  being  so  sensible  of  the 
cold.  But  allow  me  to  introduce  you  to 
my  nepheWj  the  Marquis  of  Endermay/* 

"  Your  Lordship  does  me  honour,"  was 
the  reply  ;  and  having  paid  his  compli- 
ments to  our  hero,  and  hoped  they  should 
soon  be  intimate  friends,  he  resumed, 
turning  to  Lord  Algernon — "  Have  you 
seen  Lord  Derwent  since  your  arrival  in 
town!-*' 

"  I  have  irot ;  the  Marquis  and  I  propose 
calling  upon  him  this  morning ;  the  gout 
prevented  him  from  spending  his  Christmaa 
in  the  country/' 

"  The  gout! — excellent;  fresh  game, 
he  ought  to  have  said  ;  for  he  is  over  head 
and  ears  once  more ;  and,  what  is  worse, 
the  young  gipsey  still  keeps  him  in  sus- 
pense, though  he  has  positively  discarded 
his  last  sultana,  to  liiake  way  fjor  her.  I 
?  5  rallied 
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rallied  him  the  other  day  upon  having  broke 
"vvith  his  rural  flame  rather  shabbily^  as  the 
girl  was  very  constant,  and  not  very  cxtra- 
vaii^ant.  He  assured  me  that  he  was  sick  of 
inistresses—they  were  all  artful  and  in- 
terested. Nay,  positively,  he  Jooked  so 
grave,  and  seemed  so  much  in  earnest,  that 
if  I  had  not  been  assured  ke  was  endea- 
vouring to  ensnare  a  new  face,  I  should 
have  fancied  he  was  a  reformed  man.  This 
I  gave  him  pretty  plainly  to  understand, 
but  I  could  not  bring  him  to  confession.** 

'*  Then  let  us  hope  he  spoke  the  truth,'* 
rejoined  the  Earl  ;  *'  but  are  you  sure  that 
he  has  broke  with  Miss  Newford  ?** 

"  I  had  it  from  the  very  best  authority, 
the  lady  herself,  who  vows  he  has  treated 
her  very  shamefully,*' 

''  Possibly  she  hoped  such  an  assertion 
i\'ould  render  you  more  generous.** 

*'  Oh,  *pon  honour,  w^e  are  not  upon 
those  terms.  I  merely  speak  to  her  en 
passant,  but  nothing  more;  but,  to  be 
very  candid,  it  was  from  her  that  I  learnt 

the 
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the  Marquis  was  in  pursuit  of  another  bona 
roha,  as  his  groom  told  her  suivante^  or 
lady  in  waiting,  with  whom  he  is  upon  Very- 
intimate  terms,  that  about  six  weeks  ago, 
while  gently  riding  along  the  New  Road, 
his  Lord  and  him  passed  a  dozen  or  more 
very  fine  girls,  walking  arm  in  arm,  near 
the  Bedford  nursery-grounds,  some  of 
whom  were  women,  in  point  of  size; — 
and  the  Marquis  was  so  struck  with  the 
beauty  of  one  of  the  latter,  that  he  rode  by 
the  side  of  them  for  some  time,  and  finally 
dismounted,  desiring  Charles  to  walk  the 
horses  about  till  he  joined  him  again  ;  and 
he  did  so  for  two  hours  or  more ;  while  the 
Marquis,  he  supposes,  followed  the  ladies; 
but  he  could  not  tell  whether  he  had  gone 
home  with  them,  or  where  they  lived,, 
since,  though  they  had  taken  the  same  road 
daily,  in  spite  of  hail,  rain,  or  snow,  he  had 
always  been  ordered  to  wait  at  the  same 
place,  near  one  of  the  turnpikes. 
.  This  intelligence  perfectly  accounts,. in 
Miss  Newford's  opinion,  for  her  abrupt 
r  6  dismissal 
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dismissal  from  the  snug  town-house  she  h»s 
3iot  long  occupied;  and^  as  revenge  is 
jiweet,  she  has  laid  a  trap  for  the  old  gen- 
tleman, being  resolved  to  paint  him  in  his 
true  colours  to  her  successor ;  and  as  I 
icnow  her  to  be  very  capable  of  entering 
the  lists  with  any  frail  fair  one,  I  own  I 
lihould  like  to  witness  the  scene;  and,  be- 
tween ourselves,  she  has  promised  to  give 
me  notice,  before  she  proceeds  to  action. 
Two  old  women,  who  are  acquainted  with 
his  person,  are  to  be  in  waiting  for  some 
days,  at  the  turnpike  in  question,  and  they 
are  to  dodge  him  to  his  new  mistress's,  who 
has  not  yet  capitulated,  she  thinks;  and 
then  she  will  enter  upon  the  task  she  has 
allotted  herself.  I  think  she  will  convince 
her  ancient  admirer^  that  discarded  mis- 
tresses are  as  much  to  be  dreaded  as  jealous 
•wives." 

•'  I  am  fearful  she  will  repent  having 

formed  so  wise  a  plan/'  replied   the  Earl. 

"  However,  if  she  does  succeed  in  making 

the  Marquis  blush  for  hit  folly,  I  shall  give 

5  her 
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her  great  credit,  as  such  a  fracas  may  work 
a  reformation  in  his  conduct.*' 

The  Baronet  merely  wished  to  render 
the  antiquated  beau  ridiculous ;  and  not 
finding  his  scheme  so  highly  relished  as  he 
had  expected,  he  soon  took  his  leave,  and 
the  Earl  resolved  to  inform  his  father  what 
was  in  agitation  ;  not  wishing  to  connive 
at  his  being  rendered  ridiculous^  though 
he  openly  disapproved  of  his  past  and  pre- 
sent conduct. 


CHAP, 


110  LANGHTON    PRIORY. 


CHAP.  V. 


The  Marquis  and  him  were  therefore  pre- 
paring to  depart,  kindly  wishing  to  put 
the  amorous  old  Peer  upon  his  guard, 
when  the  arrival  of  General  Grosvenor^ 
one  of  Lord  Algernon's  most  intimate, 
friends,  induced  them  to  resume  their  seats. 
Having  welcomed  them  to  London,  and 
shook  hands  with  his  brother  soldier,  as  he 
termed  our  hero,  whom  he  had  seen  be- 
fore, he  said,  turning  to  the  Earl — ''  Now 
suffer  me  to  wish  you  joy." 

*'  Upon  what  occasion  ?"  demanded  the 
surprised  Lord  Algernon. 

«  Why,   can  you   possibly    be  in    ig- 
norance 
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norance    of    the    circumstance    I    allude 
to?" 

'^I  positively  am  ;  so  pray  explain/' 

''  Well,  this  is  wonderful !  so  you  were 
not  invited  to  the  wedding?  Not  that  I 
suppose  you  would  have  gone.  Nay,  had 
you  known  in  time,  perhaps  jou  might 
have  forbid  the  bans." 

''  Forbid  the  bans  !*'  exclaimed  the  a^^i- 
tated  Earl ;  *'  why  the  boy  cannot  have 
been  such  a  fool.  I  had  no  idea  that  there 
was  a  favoured  lady  in  the  case.  He  left 
home  about  eleven." 

"  Why  we  are  truly  playing  at  cross  pur- 
poses/' cried  the  General. — "  I  should  not 
thus  abruptly  have  told  you  <hat  your  son 
was  married^  believe  me  ;  and  I  dare  say  he 
has  no  such  intention  at  present.  I  meant 
to  inform  you  that  your  father  was  married 
this  morning,  and  did  not  suppose  that  I 
should  be  telling  you  any  news/' 

"Thank  God  'tis  no  worse,"  cried  the 
Earl. 

;^Upon 
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*'  Upon  my  honour,  I  had  also  taken  the 
alarm/*  said  the  Countess. 

"'Why,  even  upon  reflection,"  said  Lord 
Algernon,  ''  I  should  much  sooner  have 
suspected  Dunluce  of  having  acted  so  ab- 
surdlv.  Indeed  there  would  have  been  ex- 
cuses for  him — tliere  are  not  for  his  grand- 
father; still  I  am  extremely  happy  that  I 
was  mistaken  in  my  first  conjectures,  though 
I  am  half  tem.pted  to  believe  you  are  jok- 
king/'  relating  what  Sir  James  Manners 
had  just  told  him. 

"  Then  I  presume  he  has  married  the 
lady  who  caught  his  heart  flying/*  re- 
sumed the  General ;  ''since  I  give  you  my 
honour,  I  spoke  the  truth ;  and  I  will 
now  inform  you  how  I  came  to  be  thus 
wise. — About  two  hours  ago,  as  I  was  walk- 
ing along  Piccadilly,  I  remarked  a  post- 
chaise  and  four,  which  drove  swiftly  by 
me.  The  Derwent  arms  and  coronet  in- 
formed me  to  whom  thecarriat^e  beloni^ed, 
and  I  thought  I  caught  a  glimpse  of  the 

Marquis ; 
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Marquis;  but  I  own  my  whole  attention 
was  bestowed  upon  a  very  handsome  girl^ 
with  whom  he  was  conversing.  Presuming 
it  was  a  mistress^  I  rather  wondered  at  his 
travelling  thus  publicly  with  her^  as  he  has 
always  been  rather  averse  to  his  sultanas 
sporting  his  arms  or  liveries,  and  never  al- 
lowed any  of  them  to  preside  in  St.  James's- 
square.  Feeling,  therefore,  rather  curious 
to  know  somethinof  more  about  the  reisjn- 
ing  favourite,  I  proceeded  to  Derw^ent 
House ;  the  porter  was  standing  upon  the 
steps,  and,  in  answer  to  my  enquiry,  the 
man  told  me  that  his  Lord  had  just  left 
London  for  Cheshire,  with  his  bride,  having 
been  married  by  special  licence  in  the 
square,  about  an  hour  before  ;  and  as  I 
cannot  suppose  the  man  told  me  an  un- 
truth, I  proceeded  hither,  presuming  you 
were  much  more  au  fait  of  every  thing 
than  I  am/' 

"  I  can  only  suppose  that  my  mother-in- 
law^  is  the  New  Road  beauty,"  rejoined  the 
Earl ;  ''  and  as  matters  have  turned  out, 

she 
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she  must  be  either  a  woman  of  family^ 
%vhom  he  dare  not  request  would  succeed 
Miss  Newford^  or  some  truly  virtuous  dam- 
sel, who  insisted  upon  the  marriage  cere- 
mony taking  place  before  she  yielded  to 
his  embraces.  At  all  events,  matters  have 
been  managed  very  privately.  I  presume 
my  being  expected  in  town  hastened  the 
wedding.  I  only  wish  I  had  had  a  hint  of 
the  old  gentleman's  intentions;  I  would 
certainly  have  called  in  the  square,  while 
the  knot  was  being  tied.  As  it  is,  I  rather 
doubt  our  having  any  bride-cake." 

"  Miss  Newford  will  be  still  more  disap- 
pointed, I  am  of  opinion,'*  said  our  hero  ; 
''  as  she  must  not  venture  to  intrude  upon 
the  Marchioness  of  Derwent,  even  to 
complain  of  my  Lord  Marquis." 

"  No,  no,  since  he  must  be  now  con- 
sidered as  a  reformed  man  ;  and  were  I  to 
advise  him,  he  v;ouId  remain  in  Cheshire, 
as  I  know  he  entertains  a  very  light  opinion 
of  the  sex  in  general ;  and  if  the  damsel  is 
high  bredj  she  may  require  to  be  kept  out 

of 
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of  temptation,  for  fear  the  breed  of  the 
Albanys  should  degenerate ;  and  I  own  I 
think  he  is  ashamed  of  his  choice;  fori  am 
sure  he  would  have  been  the  first  to  blazon 
his  conquest,  had  he  captivated  any  belle 
of  fashion.** 

*'  There  I  agree  with  your  Lordship/* 
said  the  General. — "  I  did  not  chuse  to  ask 
the  porter  who  the  bride  was  ;  but  I  think 
we  may  venture  to  pronounce  her  of  ple- 
beian extraction  ;  and  when  such  girls  are 
»o  far  removed  out  of  their  sphere^  they 
generally  render  both  themselves  and  their 
husbands  ridiculous,  if  nothing  worse.** 

*'  And  how  often  have  I  heard  my  fa- 
ther condemn  men  of  his  age  for  forming 
such  unequal  connexions,  generally  prog- 
nosticating what  the  consequences  would 
be  ;  and  I  must  say  he  was  seldom  mis- 
taken.  For  his  own  sake,  1  am  sorry  he 
acted  so  absurdly.  If,  however,  it  leads  to 
his  entire  reformation,  I  shall  be  tempted 
to  rejoice." 

While,  hov/ever,   they  were  thus  debat- 
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in;^,  the  Eari*s  letters  were  brought  in  ;  nnd 
perceiving  one  from  Lady  Winifred,  he 
instantly  opened  it,  anxious  to  learn  whe- 
ther she  had  been  in  the  secret,  and  read  it 
aloud  for  the  benefit  of  the  company.  She 
seemed,  like  himself,  to  have  been  totailv 
ignorant  of  the  Marquis's  intentions,  who 
had  written  her  very  lately,  to  request  she 
would  hasten  her  journey  to  London,  as 
he  was  very  impatient  to  see  her. 

''  Doubtless  to  present  her  sister-in-law 
to  her,"  said  Lady  Algernon. 

"  I  am  only  afraid  she  will  give  up  the 
idea  of  visiting  London  this  spring,**  re- 
sumed the  Earl  ;—"  since,  if  the  bride  is 
not  a  woman  of  some  family,  she  will 
never  consent  to  be  introduced  to  her." 

*"'  Let  us  hope  curiosity  will  induce  her 
to  leave  Kighwood,**  said  our  hero,  ''  as  I 
should  be  very  sorry  v/ere  Rosalie  and  Miss 
Albany  to  be  disappointed." 

''  We  will  send  for  the  former.  Marquis," 
replied  Lady  Algernon,  ''  should  the  old 
lady  give   up  her  proposed  journey  ;  but 

as 
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as  Lovd  Der^yent  may  insist  upon  his  ward's 
comiii-g'  out,  I  think  she  will  make  a  merit 
of  necessity,  and  pay  us  the  promised 
visit," 

Now,  except  upon  Rosalie's  account. 
Lord  Endermay  would  not  have  cared  whe- 
ther the  old  lady  had  remained  in  the  coun- 
try, as  he  could  have  wished  Juliano's  rank 
in  life  had  been  ascertained,  before  Aber- 
non  Albany  had  been  introduced  to  the 
circle  of  fashion  ;  but  as  he  feared,  that 
whether  she  left  Highwood  or  not,  he  and 
Belthorpe  would  come  to  town,  he  resolved 
to  let  matters  take  their  course,  being  well 
aware  that  he  must  proceed  yery  cautious- 
ly with  the  wily  monk,  who  might  else 
baffle  all  his  endeavours  to  make  him  ac- 
knowledge the  truth ;  but  as  these  were 
points  he  could  not  yet  debate  with  his 
uncle,  he  soon  took  leave  of  him  and  the 
Countess,  readily  promising  to  return  to 
dinner,  as  he  wished  to  hear  the  absurd  re- 
marks he  knew  Lord  Dunluce  would  make 
upon  his  grandfather's  marriage,  which  he 

mentioned 
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mentioned  to  Dr.  Campbell  in  the  letter  he 
wrote  him,  upon  his  return  home,  in  which 
he  requested  he  would  join  him  in  town,  as 
speedily  as  he  could  make  it  convenient,  as 
he  found  himself  extremely  at  a  loss  for 
the  want  of  a  domestic  companion,  to 
whom  he  could  apply  for  advice  upon  every 
occasion,  and  who  would  prevent  his  giving- 
into  incessant  dissipation,  as  a  remedy 
against  ennui. 

He  next  wrote  to  Lady  William  Albany, 
with  whom  he  had  occasionally  corres- 
ponded since  he  left  the  Priory,  thinking 
she  wanted  something  to  enliven  her  in 
such  a  dreary  abode.  He  gave  her  a  de- 
tailed account  of  Lord  Derwent's  marriage, 
previous  courtship,  &c.  requesting  she 
would,  in  return,  candidly  inform  him  how 
Lady  Winifred,  to  whom  his  uncle  meant 
to  impart  the  intelligence,  appeared  to  ap- 
prove of  her  brother's  second  marriage ; 
promising  to  write  again  as  soon  as  he  was 
more  an  fait  of  the  bride's  family  con- 
nexions :  and  as  our  readers  may  also  wish 

to 
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to  know  who  the  Marchioness  of  Derwent 
v^as  before  she  bore  that  ilJustrious  name, 
we  shall  enter  iwto  a  few  short  details  re- 
specting her  family  and  connexions.  It  is 
already  known  where  the  Marquis  first  saw 
her,  hi^  groom  having  mentioned  the  cir- 
cumstance to  his  then  mistress's  abigail;  and 
as  she  was  in  the  rear  of  the  little  party^  he 
rather  presumed  she  was  a  teacher,  or  per- 
haps the  daughter  of  the  governess  of  the 
school.  At  all  events,  she  was,  in  his  opi- 
nion, the  fairest  of  Eve*s  daughters,  who 
had  ever  come  across  his  path,  and  did  not 
seem  to  be  more  than  eighteen  ;  the  amo- 
rous Peer  therefore  gazed  and  looked,  and 
looked  and  gazed,  till  he  fancied  himself 
more  in  love  than  he  had  ever  been  before; 
and  as  he  continued  riding  gently  by  the 
side  of  the  foot-path,  with  his  eyes  fixed 
upon  this  earth-treading  star,  at  the  risk  of 
his  neck,  had  his  steed  stumbled,  she 
more  than  once  met  his  looks ;  and  as  she 
also  caught  sight  of  his  star  (he  was  a 
Knight  of  the  Garter),   it  being   his  rule 

when 
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when  he  wished  to  be  remarked,  to  leave  his 
<"reat-coat  sufficiently  open  to  display  this 
mark  of  his  rank,  she,  as  he  expected,  set 
him  down  for  a  very  great  man  ;  his  groom 
was  besides  in  a  very  rich  family  livery, 
and,  like  his  Lord,  extremely  well  mount- 
ed; both  she  and  her  companion  (who  was 
her  sister,  and  an  excellent  foil  to  the  Mar- 
quis's divinity)  became  rather  aiixious  to 
know  who  he  was,  as  they  each  presumed 
they  were  the  magnet  which  detained  him 
near  them. 

At  last,  however,  his  Lordship  rather 
mended  his  pare,  but  still  cast  many  long- 
ing lingering  looks  behind  him  ;  when  the 
party,  having  reached  Somers-Town,  re- 
traced their  steps  ;  and  the  Peer  soon  did 
the  same,  contenting  himself,  however, 
vvith  keeping  them  in  sight  till  they  reached 
the  Adam  and  Eve,  Vvhere  they  turned  off, 
taking  the  Hampstead  road.  The  Marquis 
chose  to  follow  them,  till,  having  reached  a 
turnpikegate  a  few  hundred  yards  farther  on, 

after 


after  pausing  for  a  few  moments,  he  dis* 
mounted  ;  and,  as  his  groom  related,  de- 
sired him  to  wait  hb  return  near  that  spot^ 
%vhile  he  pursued  the  school  on  foot.  To 
his  infinite  satisfaction,  he  saw  that  his  divi- 
liity  was  watching  his  movements,  as  she 
frequently  turned  her  head  ;  but  he  did  not 
chuse,  as  yet,  to  enter  into  conversation 
with  her ;  hoping,  from  her  present  beha- 
viour, that  she  would  soon  afford  him  an 
opportunity  of  breathing  his  love  tale  in 
her  ear  tete-d-tete.  Affecting  to  be  much 
w^armer  than  he  really  felt,  he  unbuttoned, 
his  great-coat,  well  aware  that  his  star  was 
infinitely  more  striking  than  his  features, 
though  h«  still  bore  evident  traces  of  hav- 
ing been  a  very  handsome  man. 

At  present,  however,  he  m*erely  wished 
to  see  the  party  housed,  meaning  to  recon- 
Tioitre  at  some  future  time,  and  to  make  a 
few  enquiries  respecting  the  object  of  his 
present  adoration  ;  and  at  last  he  saw  them 
enter  a  very  handsome  house,  in  front  of 
which  was  a  large  board,  which  informed 

VOL.  iiL  ff  -  hiia 
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Jiim  that  it  was  ''  Mrs.  Sackville*s  boarding- 
school  for  young  ladies/* 

Not  being,  however,  satisfied  respecting 
bis  charmer,  having  buttoned  his  great-coat, 
he  walked  into  a  very  decent-looking  pub- 
lic-house, at  the  corner  of  the  same  row% 
4ind  having  called  for  a  glass  of  brandy  and 
water,  he  asked  the  landlady  "  whether  she 
knew  a  lady  of  the  name  of  Sackville,  who 
lived  in  the  neighbourhood,  he  had  been 
informed,  and  who  kept  a  boarding-school 
for  young  ladies  ?'* 

The  landlady  immediately  replied  in  the 
affirmative ;  adding,  "  we  serve  the  house.'* 

"  I  have  heard  her  highly  spoken  of/* 
resumed  the  Peer;  ''  but  not  by  any  one 
upon  whom  I  can  absolutely  depend;  and  as 
I  have  a  daughter,  whom  I  have  been  ad- 
vised to  place  under  her  care,  I  thought  it 
most  prudent  to  make  a  few  enquiries  in 
her  immediate  vicinity ;  and  as  you  appear 
to  have  children  of  your  own,  I  trust  you 
will  be  perfectly  candid,  my  good  Madam, 
as  you  may  rely  upon  my  discretion ; — 

therefore, 
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therefore,  would  you  or  would  you  not 
place  a  daughter  of  your  own  under  her 
care  ?'' 

"  Why,  Sir,  you  certainly  look  like  a 
real  gentleman  ;  and  I  dare  say  you  would 
scorn  to  injure  any  one  who  spoke  their 
real  sentiments  to  oblige  you,  as  we  live 
by  our  calling,  as  a  body  may  say,  and 
ought  to  speak  well  of  the  bridge  that  car- 
ries us  safe  over;  that,  however,  may  be  as 
it  turns  out,"  casting  her  eyes  towards  a 
large  slate  covered  with  figures,  which  were 
wholly  unintelligible  to  the  person  she  was 
addressing,  while  she  thus  continued  : — ■ 
^'  Four  pounds  seven  shillings,  besides  odd 
halfpence,  is  no  great  sum,  to  be  sure  ;  but 
twice  four  makes  eight,  and  we  must  pay 
our  brewer  and  distiller,  whether  our  cus- 
tomers pay  us  or  not.  Mrs.  Sackville  has 
not  been  here  above  eighteen  months^ 
therefore  she  has  certainly  hardly  had  time 
to  turn  round  yet ;  and  I  dare  say  she  will 
rub  off  her  score  as  soon  as  she  can  ;  still, 
^'  vrhile  the  grass  grows^  the  steed  stai'ves  ;'* 
g2  ,:       and. 
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and,  at  this  season  of  the  year,  trade  is  very 
dull  in  this  quarter/* 

The  Marquis  listened,  with  tolerable  pa« 
tience,  to  this  statement,  which  was  cer^ 
tainly  not  very  favourable  to  the  school-* 
mistress.  Wishing,  however,  to  render  the 
landlady  his  friend,  he  took  out  his  purse, 
and  putting  down  five  guineas,  said — '^  I 
can  feel  for  you,  I  assure  you,  my  good 
Madam  ;  ^giving  such  long  credits  is  very 
hurtful  to  industrious  people ;  therefore 
accept  that  trifle,  in  case  Mrs.  Sackville 
should  not  yet  be  able  to  settle  with  you, 
and  tell  me  honestly,  whether  you  would 
advise  me  to  place  a  girl,  to  whom  I  can 
give  a  few  thousands  when  she  marries^ 
under  her  care  ?'* 

''  Why,  then.  Sir,  in  return  for  your  ge- 
nerous present,  for  which  I  humbly  thank 
you,  I  would  not." 

"  That  is  coming  to  the  point ;  and  I  am 
obliged  to  you  for  your  plain  dealing  ; — 
but  now,  pray  tell  me  what  family  she 
has  ?'* 

'^Only 


LANGHTON    PRIORY.  125 

*'  Only  two  sons,  and  they  are  both  ire 
the  navy,  and  very  extravagant  youths,  so 
they  may  keep  her  poor  ;  and  she  has  late- 
ly set  np  a  school,  to  keep  the  wolf  from 
the  door ;  and  she  may  have  about  fifteen 
boarders,  and  as  many  day  scholars ;  but 
she  ant  vei7  clever,  I  am  told,  so  is  eat  out 
of  house  and  home  by  masters  and  assist- 
ants; for  she  has  two  of  them,  which  is 
certainly  too  much  by  one  half  for  her 
school;  but  'tis  said  that  one  of  them,  and 
a  beautiful  girl  she  is,  does  not  receive  any 
salary,  only  lessons  from  the  masters,  to 
qualify  her  for  being  a  g;overness  in 
a  nobleman's  family.— Talking  of  the 
d-v-1,'*'  she  went  on,  "  why  here  she 
comes  ;  you  can  see  her  from  my  bar  win- 
dow, Sii',  as  it  commands  both  roads." 

Cautiously  stepping  forward,  the  Peer 
was  again  blessed  with  a  full  view  of  his 
divinity  ;  she  was  alone  ;  therefore  catch- 
ing up  his  glass  of  liquor,  he  took  a  hearty 
draught,  then  said — ''  I  must  have  another" 
G  3  look 
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k>ok  at  her;  she  is  going  to  town,  I  sup- 
pose/' 

''  Oh  dear,  no;  her  mother  lodges  just  by; 
she  is  going  to  see  her,  I  dare  say." 

Anxious  as  his  Lordship  was  to  be  rather 
inore  ail  fait  of  her  family  history,  he  did 
not  chuse  to  lose  so  favourable  an  oppor- 
tunity pf  addressing  her;  therefore  the 
moment  she  had  turned  the  corner,  he 
walked  after  her ;  and  having  soon  over- 
taken her,  he  thought  he  had  never  before 
seen  so  lovely  nor  so  truly  modest  a  girl. 
Before  he  ventured  to  address  her,  he  un- 
buttoned his  great-coat ;  of  course  she  im- 
mediately recognised  him,  and  made  a  po- 
lite reply  to  his  hyperbolical  compliiTient, 
feeh'ng  flattered  at  being  thus  noticed  by  a 
man  of  such  rank,  who  soon  gave  her  to 
understand  that  she  had  robbed  him  of  his 
heart,  with  many  equally  gallant  speeches, 
all  tending  to  render  her  extremely  vain  of 
her  charms. 

Fortunately  for  the  future  Marchioness, 
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sTie  seldom  talked  much  to  strangers,  and 
her  inamorata  attributed  to  modesty  what 
was  simply  the  effect  o^  maiivaise  hunte. — 
She  did,  however,  venture  to  inform  him 
that  she  was  going  to  see  her  mother.  He 
petitioned,  however,  so  hard  for  a  few  mi- 
nutes private  conversation,  that  she  suf- 
fered him  to  draw  her  arm  under  his,  and  to 
lead  her  into  some  fields,  at  a  distance  from 
wherie  she  was  going. 

Having  of  course,  in  the  first  instance,  no 
intention  oi' conferring  his  title  upon  her, 
he  soon  delicately  gave  her  to  understand 
that  he  was  a  widower  of  rank  and  fortune, 
and  that  he  would  provide  for  her  in  the 
most  ample  manner,  if  she  would  suifer  him 
to  place  her  in  an  elegant  retreat,  where  he 
could  visit  her  at  his  leisure. 

She  thanked  him  for  his  polite  offers,  but 
declared  she  would  never  brins:  disgrace 
upon  her  family  and  connexions,  as  she 
hoped  soon  to  be  placed  in  a  very  eligible 
situation ;  and,  at  all  events,  she  would 
never  lead  a  life  of  infamy,  even  to  enjoy 
G  4  ever^ 
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every  luxury  ;  for  there  was  a  degree  of 
cunnii3g  in  her  composition,  which  taught 
her  to  set  a  due  value  upon  her  charms. 

The  Marquis,  for  the  first  time,  began  to 
suspect  he  grew  old,  and  was  dubious  whe- 
ther he  should  employ  a  female  agent  to, 
silence  the  syren's  scruples,  or  whether  he 
should  endeavour  to  silence  her  silly 
scruples  himself;  and  he  did  succeed  in 
making  her  promise  to  meet  him  again  the 
following  day,  at  the  same  hour,  and  at  the 
'  f^ame  place.  We  shall  not  dwell  upon  his 
feelings  during  the  interval,  as  we  think  it 
necessary  to  inform  our  readers,  that  Je- 
mima Lenham  was  the  second  daughter  of 
a  man  who  ha(J,  for  upwards  of  thirty  years, 
lield  a  place  under  Government ;  yet  when 
he  died,  about  eighteen  months  before  his 
daughter  fell  in  Lord  Derwent's  way,  he 
had  left  but  a  very  slender  pittance  for  his 
Tvidow  and  two  children.  The  elder  had 
been,  for  ^eme  time,  a  hiilf  boarder  at  a 
school  of  some  eminence  ;  and  when  their 
mother's  cousin,  Mrs.  Sackviile,set  up  in  the 

same 
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s(arne  line^,  she  became  her  assistant ;  and 
Jemima  was  engaged  as  a  sort  of  drudge, 
to  catch  what  she  could  from  the  masters, 
and  to  Hig  on  till  she  was  deemed  capable 
of  taking  a  teacher's  place  in  some  equally 
well-conducted  seminary.  Mrs.  Lenham, 
therefore,  very  eagerly  listened  to  her  de- 
tail respecting  her  antiquated  admirer; — 
and  it  was  agreed  that  Mrs.  Sackville  should 
be  consulted,  and  that  every  lure  should 
be  held  out  to  indlice  the  old  gentleman 
to  give  the  lovely  girl  a  legal  right  to  his 
name,  for  such  an  event  would  be  the 
iT;aking  of  them  all ;  since,  though  Jemima 
did  not  lack  lovers,  they  were  none  of  them 
inclined  to  mention  Patrimony  to  her; — 
and  the  one  most  in  favour  (who  was  a 
clerk  in  the  house  of  Melbourne,  Dorville, 
and  Co.)  hoped  he  should,  ere  long,  obtaini 
her  upon  easier  terms. 

Mrs.  Lenham  and  her  cousin  were  well 

aware  of  this,  and   prudently  resolved  that 

she  should,  in  preference,  capitulate  to  the 

Knight  of  the  Folar  Star,  if  they  could  not 

G  5  induce 
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ihduce  him  to  marry  her.  Jemima  was 
therefore  properly  tutored ;  and  adorned 
for  conquest,  was  suffered  to  rivet  her  an- 
cient admirer's  chains.  We  shall  not,  how- 
ever, detail  how  Mi*s»  Lenham  and  Mrs. 
Sackville  managed  matters,  since  the  re- 
sult of  their  plans  is  already  known.  Suf- 
fice it  to  say,  that  they  fanned  the  Marquis's 
amorous  flame  into  such  a  blaze,  and.. 
talked.  so  much  about  family  reputation^. 
&c.  that  at  the  expiration  of  three  weeks, 
just  as  they  wxre  on  the  point  of  yielding 
to  his  terms,  he  proposed  marriage.  They 
had  of  course  learnt  who  he  was,  &c.  &c. 
their  triumph  was  therefore  complete,  as 
he  promised  to  allow  Mrs.  Lenham  four 
hundred  a-year  for  life,  and  to  settle  a 
couple  of  thousand  pounds  upon  her  eldest 
daughter,  who  was,  for  the  present,  to  re- 
side with  her  sister;  offering,  besides,  to 
make  a  very  handsome  settlement  upon  the 
fair  Jemima,  who  could  neither  think  nor 
dream  of  any  thing  but  her  coronet,  going 
to  court,  and  her  fine  cloaths ;  and  very 

much 
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much  against  her  will  did  she  keep  her 
xgood  fortune  a  secret;  but  this  was  one  of 
the  Marquis's  conditions,  which  none  of 
her  relatives  would  suffer  her  to  infringe. — 
She  therefore  merely  displayed  her  in- 
creasing consequence  to  Mrs.  Sackville's 
scholars,  who  fortunately  did  not  under- 
stand her  half  hints,  else  her  splendid  fa- 
bric might  have  fallen  to  the  ground. 

Her  favourite  lover  continued  to  call 
very  frequently  at  Mrs.  Sackvill^'s,  as  he 
had  a  sister  at  school  there ;  and  luckily 
the  loquacious  landlady  had  not  had  time 
to  expatiate  upon  his  fair  mistress's  levity 
and  coquetry,  which  she  might  have  men-= 
tioned  in  such  oross  terms,  she  would  cer- 
tainly  have  deterred  the  Peer  from  offering 
her  his  hand.  Nay,  'tis  very  probable  that 
her  inuendoes  mi2:ht  have  induced  him  to 
give  up  the  chace.  Be  that  as  it  may,  she 
now  treated  the  clerk  with  infinite  disdain^ 
absolutely  refusing  to  walk  with  him  ;  nay^, 
even  to  accept  of  an  order  for  the  play  ; 
fully  giving  him  to  understand  that  she 
G  6  should. 
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should  soon  look  down  upon  all  her  former 
acquaintance. 

It  mi:>ht  have  been  supposed  that  these 
airs  would  have  effectually  cooled  her  ad- 
mirer's passion.  They  had,  however,  a 
very  contrary  effect ;  and  he  had  it  actually 
in  contemplation  to  make  her  an  offer  of 
))i&  hand,  and  of  his  pen  for  her  support, 
"Avhen  he  read  a  very  pompous  account  of 
her  marriage  in  one  of  the  morning  pa- 
pers, which  the  Marquis  himself  had  sent 
for  insertion,  and  in  which  Miss  Jemima. 
Lenham  was  styled  the  youngest  daughter 
of  the  late  James  Lenham,  Esq.  with  va- 
rious other  equally  absurd  boasts. 

Poor  Marshall  stood  amazed,  and  was, 
as  may  be  supposed,  most  gloriously  rallied' 
by  his  fellow  clerks :  even  Mr.  Melbourne, 
the  father  of  the  Charlotte  Melbourne  we 
have  already  introduced  to  our  readers, 
^vho  was  a  gay,  good-humoured  bon  vivant, 
and  rather  distantly  related  to  Marshall, 
joined  in  laughing  at  him  upon  this  occa- 
sion, having  understood  that  Jemima  Len- 
ham 
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ham  had  long  been  his  standing  toast. — Ke 
was,  however^,  soon  consoled  with  the  re- 
flection, that  he  might  perhaps  profit  by 
her  good  fortune,  if  he  did  but  play  his 
cards  well,  as  he  could  not  blame  his  mis- 
tress for  giving  her  hand  to  so  great  a  man, 
feeling  well  assured  that  her  heart  was  not 
included  in  the  gift,  resolving  to  take  an 
early  opportunity  of  telling  Mrs..Sackvil!e 
that  he  was  resolved  to  die  a  bachelor  for 
her  sake^  being  well  assured  that  she  woald 
mention  his  intended  constancy  to  the  fair 
bride,  who  had,  as -we  have  already  s  .1:1, 
left  town  v/ith  her  enamoured  cara  spjso, 
Eer  mother  and  sister  had  accompanied 
them  to  Derwent  House,  where  v;e  shall 
leave  them  to  conclude  the  honey-moon, 
while  we  return  to  the  hero  of  our  tale. 


PHAP. 
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CHAP.  VI. 


Lord  Diinluce  was,  it  may  be  believed^ 
among  the  most  diverted  at  his  grandfa- 
ther's marriage,  as  it  was  soon  generally 
known  that  the  Marchioness's  pretensions 
to  family  were  extremely  slender,  and  that 
her  cousin  still  kept  a  school  at  Camden 
Town  ;  and  we  must  acknowledge  that  the 
Viscount  was  among  the  first  to  circulate 
what  he  styled  anecdotes  of  the  Lenham 
family ;  and  positively  had  it  in  contem- 
plation to  write  a  tale  or  novel,  founded 
upon  this  disproportionate  match.  The 
Marquis  advised  him  to  recommend  it  tO' 
the  notice  of  the  author  of  the  barouche- 
driver 
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driver  and  his  wife,  as  his  frequent  repeti- 
tions were  growing  nauseous:  but  having 
appeared  at  the  birth-day,  our  hero  was 
soon  introduced  into  all  the  first  circles,  as 
a  single  man  of  his  rank,  figure,  and  for- 
tune, w^as  a  very  desirable  Acquisition  to  the 
world  of  fashion  ;  and  as  he  wished  to  avoid 
singularity,  he  seldom  either  dined  or  sup- 
ped at  home ;  still  he  frequently  visited 
Juliano,  whom  he  soon  discovered  was  a 
most  excellent  scholar,  perfectly  versed 
in  the  dead  languages,  and  familiar  with 
every  author  of  antiquity  ;  and  he  was  now 
reading  the  best  English  authors,  under  the 
direction  of  his  language  master.  He  was 
also  a  great  proficient  in  drawing,  he 
found,  which  he  had  learned  in  Italy  ;  and 
to  beguile  his  leisure  hoUrs,  he  frequently, 
from  recollection,  drew  sketches  of  the 
scenery  round  the  convent  at  Milan  ;  and 
shewed  our  hero  a  very  exact  representa- 
tion of  his  prison  at  the  Priory,  and  very 
good  likenesses  of  Father  Benedetto  and. 
Francisco.      Since  his  arrival  in  London, 

he 
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He  had  made  a  point  of  accompanying  his 
host  to  church  ;  and  the  better  he  under- 
stood English^  the  more  he  relished  the 
doctrine  preached  by  the  ministers  of  the 
church  of  England^  he  told  our  hero  ;  ac- 
knowledging that  the  scenes  he  had  witness- 
ed in  the  monastery  abroad^  the  Prior's  trea- 
chery, and  Father  Benedetto's  cruel  treat- 
ment of  him^  had  made  him  resolve  to  ab- 
jure what  he  deemed  his  errors,  since  a 
Protestant  had  been  his  saviour ;  and  that 
faith  must  be  best,  which  led  to  such  deeds 
of  charity. 

The  Marquis  w^as  not  surprised  at  his 
having  imbibed  such  a  rooted  dislike  to 
Catholics;  and  as  he  knew  Mr.  Langhton 
could  not  disinherit  him,  admitting  that  it 
was  proved  he  was  his  grandson,  he  rather 
encouraged  him  in  his  wish  to  profess  the 
same  faith  he  did  ;  and,  to  his  infinite  joy, 
his  friend.  Dr.  Campbell,  arrived  in  town, 
the  first  week  in  February,  having  been 
highly  gratified  by  the  pressing  invitation 
he  had  received;  which  convinced  him  that 

neither 
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lieither  his  nor  the  late  Lord  Endermay's 
precepts  and  advice,  had  been  thrown 
away  upon  the  present,  who  greeted  him, 
as  he  would  have  done  his  late  grandfather, 
rejoicing  in  the  certainty  that  he  should 
have  such  a  friend  and  guide  always  at 
hand,  to  consult  upon  any  emergency. 

Having  laughed  with  him  at  his  grand-^ 
father's  recent  marriage,  and  acknowledged 
he  w^as  very  impatient  to  see  his  youthful 
grandmotlier,  whom  his  uncle  had  declared 
must  be  almost  more  than  mortal,  to  have 
drawn  the  Marquis  in  to  marry  her,  since 
she  had  neither  family  nor  fortune  to  re- 
commend her  to  his  notice,  he  listened 
to  the  Do^Jor's  account  of  the  improve- 
ments which  were  making  in  the  park  and 
home  grounds  at  Montrose  Castle;  and  was 
happy  to  find  that  his  charitable  institutions 
perfectly  answered  the  purpose  which  had 
led  to  their  formation  ;  and  that  all  his  te- 
nants and  dependants  were  satisfied  witk 
him,  and  apparently  with  their  own  lot  ia. 
life.     He  next  reverted  to  the  Murray  fa- 

mily^, 
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tnUyj  and  the  Doctor  declared  his  Intention 
of  renewing  his  acquaintance  with  his  for- 
mer friend  the  first  opportunity. 

Being,  hov/ever^  extremely  anxious  t(y 
take  his  advice  respecting  Juliano^  they  had 
no  sooner  breakfasted  the  following  morn- 
ing, than  he  proposed  a  walk  to  the  Doc- 
tor, who  made  no  objection,  though  he  was 
rather  surprised  at  the  Marquis's  not  men- 
tioning w^hither  he  proposed  bending  his 
steps;  and  still  more  so  v/heii  he  turned 
into  the  snuff-shop  in  Wells-street. 

Alickwas  not  at  home^  and  Janet  merely 
curtsied  behind  the  counter,  desiring  one 
of  the  children  to  open  the  door  leading 
into  the  passage.  The  Doctor  followed 
his  former  pupil  in  silence,  convinced  that 
he  would  not  keep  a  mistress  in  so  mean  a 
situation,  nor,  if  he  did,  would  he  have 
brought  him  to  visit  her,  when  the  din- 
ing-room door  was  opened  by  Juliano,  who 
exclaimed — ''I  thought  I  knew  your  Lord- 
ship's step,  which  is  always  music  to  my 
ear;'*  but  seemed  rather  astonished  when 

he 
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he  caught  sight  of  the  Doctor,  though  he 
instantly  presumed  he  was  the  gentleman 
to  whom  the  Marquis  had  talked  of  intro- 
ducing him,  which  our  hero  did,  the  mo- 
ment they  were  within  the  room. 

*'  A  particular  friend  of  mine.  Doctor, 
to  whom  you  will  be  as  partial  as  I  am, 
when  you  know  as  much  of  him — Dr.  Camp- 
bell, my  dear  Juliano,  my  former  tutor  and 
present  Mentor,  and  who  will  always  rank 
among  my  best  friends/* 

"  Your  Lordship  had  prepared  me  to 
revere  and  respect  this  gentleman,**  was  the 
reply,  placing  chairs  for  his  guests. 

The  Doctor,  who  had  been  to  the  full  as 
much  struck  with  the  astonishing  likeness 
Juliano  bore  the  late  Lord  William  Albany, 
instantly  guessed  that  he  was  a  natural  son 
of  his,  whom  our  hero  had  recently  dis- 
covered, and  taken  under  his  protection. 
Not  chusing,  however,  to  mention  his  sus- 
picions, he  merely  said — "  I  could  almost 
persuade  myself  I  had  seen  this  young  gen- 
tle msiii. 
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tleman  before,  his  features  are  so  familiar 
to  me/* 

The  Marquis's  countenance  expressed 
his  satisfaction,  ^vhile  Juliano,  shaking  his 
head,  said- — *'  I  am  certain  we  never  met 
before,  Doctor;  my  bad  English  must  have 
informed  you  that  I  am  a  foreigner.  I  was 
born,  as  I  suppose,  in  Italy  ;  and  though  I 
have  been  for  some  years  in  England,  till 
very  lately  I  have  been  a  close  prisoner; 
and  such  I  should  have  remaint:d,  probably 
till  my  death,  had  not  the  Marquis  of  En- 
dermay  taken  pity  upon  me;  and  to  his 
munificence /' 

^!.  Hold,  hold,  my  dear  fellow  ;  I  did  not 
bring  my  worthy  friend  here  to  listen  to  my 
praises ;  nor  have  I  yet  informed  him  when 
and  where  you  and  I  became  acquainted, 
though  I  requested  he  would  join  me  in 
town,  as  I  wished  to  consult  him  respecting 
\vhat  we  have  in  agitation  ;  so  when  he  has 
heard  my  story,  you  shall  tell  him  your's, 
but  without  any  Italian  superlatives,  as  I 

know 
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knovv  my  Mentor  will  merely  think  I  did 
my  duty  ;  so  now  tell  me  what  author  you 
are  reading  ?" 

*  Hume's  History  of  iEngland^  my  Lord  ; 
and  I  am  translating  Guicardine's  History 
of  Italy  into  English,"  producing  his  w^ork. 

"  Upon  my  honour^  I  give  you  great 
credit  for  your  diligence. — Read  this  over> 
Doctor,  and  let  me  assure  you  that  my 
friend  could  not  make  himself  understood^ 
except  in  Greek,  Latin>  and  Italian,  three 
months  4igo/' 

''  A  thorough  knowledge  of  the  dead 
languages  greatly  facilitates  the  acquire- 
ment of  those  in  general  use/'  was  the  re- 
ply, taking  the  sheet,  and  bestowing  some 
Very  deserved  and  just  encomiums  upon 
the  translator,  whom  the  Marquis  drew  on, 
to  display  his  real  fund  of  knowledge.— 
The  Doctor  was  astonished,  but  forbore  mak- 
ing many  remarks;  merely  observing,  that 
the  young  gentleman  appeared  to  have  made 
excellent  use  of  his  time,  and  to  do  infinite 
honour  to  his  instrnctors.  Juliano  bowed  in 

silence. 
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silence,  and  wished  he  dared  have  told  the 
Doctor  how  much  he  was  indebted  to  his 
youthful  benefactor.  His  eyes  were,  how- 
ever, so  expressive,  when  turned  upon  the 
Marquis,  that  the  Doctor  grew  every  mo- 
iTient  more  impatient  to  learn  his  story, 
and  felt  extremely  happy,  when  our  hero, 
who  w^as  no  less  anxious  to  relate  it,  rose 
to  depart,  telling  his  protegee  he  should 
send  him  some  books  he  had  purchased  for 
him  in  the  evening. 

"  With  what  delight  shall  I  read  any  of 
your  selecting,  my  generous  benefactor ! — 
Oh,  Doctor,  you  can  never  know,  because 
I  can  never  tell  you,  for  the  want  of  words 
sufficiently  expressive,  how  much  I  am  in- 
debted to  Lord  Endermay." 

''  You  shall  tell  the  Doctor  every  thing 
to-morrow,''  replied  our  hero,  kindly 
pressing  his  hand. — "  I  shall  request  he 
will  spend  some  time  with  you,  and  he  will 
soon  convince  you  that  he  w^ould  have  done 
as  much,  pr  more  for  you,  had  he  had  the 
same  opportunity." 

Juliano 
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Juliano  made  no  reply,  but  preceded  them 
to  the  street-door,  which  he  opened  for 
them. 

The  Marquis  again  ^^hbok  hands  with 
him,  saying — ''  I  desire  you  would  take 
more  exercise;"  and  no  sooner  were  they 
out  of  hearing,  than  he  hastily  asked  the 
Doctor  who  his  young  friend  had  reminded 
him  of? 

''  Of  your  father,  the  late  Lord  William 
Albany.  Indeed  I  could  almost  have  sworn 
it  had  been  him  risen  from  the  dead.  He  is 
a  natural  son  of  his,  I  presume,  whom  you 
have  recently  discovered,  and  towards  whom 
you  have  proved  yourself  a  brother.'* 

'^  How  rejoiced  I  am  to  find  you  have 
also  remarked  the  wonderful  resemblance, 
since  I  now  firmly  believe  he  is  my  father's 
second  son,  and  born  in  wedlock;  but  I 
will  explain  myself  more  fully  when  we 
reach  home." 

*'  You  have  indeed  strangely  raised  my 
curiosity.     Indeed  I  am  quite  bewildered. 

Do 
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Do  you  suspect  him  to  be  the  son  of  Lady 
William  Albany  ?'' 

"I  do;  and  that  the  one  who  now  ap- 
'pears  as  such  usurps  his  place." 

''  Astonishing  !'* 

''  You  shall  judge  for  yourselfj  as  I 
\vished  to  take  your  advice,  befoje  I  ven^ 
tured  to  assert  his  rights,  or  to  promulgate 
iny  suspicions/' 

The  moment,  therefore,  they  reached 
home,  the  Marquis  gave  'orders  to  be  de- 
nied to  every  body,  and  then  briefly  in- 
formed his  friend  what  induced  him  to 
explore  the  mysterious  turret,  what  had 
been  the  consequences  of  his  visit,  forcibly 
dwelling  upon  the  Padre ^s  behaviour  when 
he  discovered  the  escape  of  his  victim  ;  and 
he  next  related  when  and  where  he  had 
been  attacked.  With  an  intent  to  murder 
him,  and  his  having  wished  to  affix  the 
guilt  upon  his  supposed  nephew,  in  abso- 
lute contradiction  of  his  former  assertions ; 
acknowledging  that  both  him  and  Juliano 


suspec 


ted 
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suspected  the  Prior  was  the  assassin  ;  and 
concluding  by  assuring  the  Doctor  that  he 
had  not  given  his  protegee  the  least  hint  of 
his  suspicions  respecting  his  birth,  since  it 
would  have  been  extremely  cruel  to  have 
raised  hopes  which  it  would  certainly  be 
a  very  difficult  matter  to  realize  ;  request- 
ing the  Doctor's  advice  how  to  proceed. 

"  I  never  felt  more  interested  for  any 
one,  my  dear  pupil. — I  rejoice  that  you 
did  not  apply  to  me  for  counsel,  before 
you  liberated  your  wronged  brother,  for 
that  I  am  convinced  he  is,  as  I  fear  I  should 
i'lave  condemned  your  spirit  of  romance, 
and  advised  you  to  have  had  recoui'se  to 
legal  means,  which  might  have  proved  the 
prisoner's  death-warrant,  sirice  monks  of 
every  denomination^  and  Jesuits  in  parti- 
cular, are  renowned  for  their  art,  hypo- 
crisy, and  dissimulation  ;  and  the  Padre  has 
too  much  reason  to  dread  an  investiga- 
tion of  his  conduct,  to  meet  it  very  calmly, 
Mr.  Langhton  has  evidently  been  com- 
pletely his  dupe ;  so  has  Lady  William,  as 

TOL.  jii.  H  I  rather 
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I  rather  suppose  the  spurious  Mr.  Albany 
is  his  nephew.  I  wdl  remember  Belthorpe 
saying,  at  the  Priory,  he  did  not  resemble 
his  father's  family  :  when  and  where  the 
children  were  exchanged,  remains  to  be 
ascertained.  Dyd  Lady  William  suckle  her 
son,  do  you  know  ?'* 

^'  I  understood  not ;  but  he  was  nursed 
in  the  house,  I  should  suppose/' 

"  Juliano  must  have  been  carried  to 
Italy  in  his  infancy,  which  was  certainly  a 
very  prudent  precaution.  I  only  wonder 
the  Padre  ever  suffered  him  to  return ;  it 
would  have  been  more  politic  to  have  left 
him  to  the  mercy  of  the  French ;  but,  like 
all  such  beings,  he  was  over-cautious,  and 
his  needless  precautions  fii:st  led  to  con- 
jectures ;  then  to  the  discomfiture  of  his 
iniquitous  plans  :  yet  I  am  positively  at  a 
loss  how  to  advise  you  to  proceed ;  to  do  so 
legally,  I  rather  think  you  must  apply  to_ 
the  Chancellor ;  and  how  far  Mr.  Langh- 
ton  might  be  implicated  in  the  business,  I 
cannot  take  upon  me  to  say;  since,  by 
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conniving  at  the  monk's  confining  his  sup- 
posed nephew^  I  am  fearful  he  would  be 
considered  as  his  accomplice ;  and  the 
world  in  general  will  hardly  believe  that  a 
man  of  his  age  would  so  implicitly  submit 
to  the  controul  of  an  inferior/* 

''  I  have  made  all  those  reflections.  Doc- 
tor ;  and  I  want  to  devise  some  scheme  to 
induce  the  old  monk  to  confess  the  truth, 
without  attacking  him  in  Chancery;  since 
I  acquit  Mr.  Langhton  of  having  wilfully 
acted  wrong,  though  his  blind  confidence 
in  the  Father  may  expose  him  to  censure  in 
a  court  of  justice;  and  I  stand  pledged  to 
come  forward  in  his  behalf,  should  Juliano 
ever  call  his  supposed  uncle  to  an  account ; 
it  would  therefore  be  infinitely  more  con- 
genial to  my  feelings,  to  frighten  the  Padre 
into  making  an  open  confession,  than  to 
have  recourse  to  the  law/* 

"  It  would  certainly  be  infinitely  pre- 
ferable, upon  many  accounts;  but  how  ta 
do  so,  is  the  difficulty  ;  but  as  all  the  Al- 
bany family  are  more  or  less  concerned  in 
H  2  this 
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this  strange  business,  I  should  advise  your 
relating  every  circumstance  to  Lord  Alger- 
non ;  as  the  guardian  of  his  brother's 
younger  children,  I  am  sure  he  will  assert 
their  rights." 

"  I  am  convinced  he  will  ;  and  he  was 
so  disappointed  in  his  godson,  that  I  am 
sure  he  will  rejoice  when  he  learns  that  he 
has  probably  been  imposed  upon  in  that 
respect ;  I  will  wait  upon  him  this  evening, 
and  enter  into  every  necessary  detail." 

*'  I  wish  he  could  see  your  protegee  first ; 
I  am  convinced  he  will  be  equally  struck 
with  the  likeness;  and  I  think  we  ought  to 
hear  what  he  will  say  upon  the  subject,  be- 
fore we  impart  our  own  suspicions  to  him.'* 

"  An  excellent  idea.  Doctor ;  I  will  in- 
vite my  uncle  to  breakfast  with  me  to-mor- 
row morning.  Juliano  shall  give  him  the 
meeting,  and  I  will  then,  under  pretence  of 
private  business,  withdraw  with  the  Earl, 
who  will  doubtless  inform  me  whether  he 
is  as  much  struck  with  the  resemblance  as 
we  have  been,  which  will  lead  to  my  giving 

him 
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Lim  the  heads  of  this  strange  story ;  and  ydii 
can,  meanwhile,  be  hearing  Jiiliano's  own 
account  of  himself." 

''  An  excellent  arrangement,  Iny  dear 
pupil.  Surely,  amongst  us,  we  shall  be  able 
to  devise  some  scheme  likely  to  answer  our 
purpose,  as  I  am  very  averse  to  calling  in 
the  aid  of  the  law,  except  to  alarm  the 
Padre.  But  tell  me,  vou  who  never  saw^ 
your  father,  how  came  you  to  be  so  struck 
with  the  wonderful  resemblance  your  j?ro- 
iegee  bears  him  ?'* 

''  I  have  frequently  considered  his  pic- 
tures, Doctor;  and  Donald,  having  excited 
my  suspicions  of  the  fact,  I  put  this  minia- 
ture in  my  pocket,  the  first  time  I  went  into 
Wells-street ;  and  I  could  almost  have  sup- 
posed it  had  been  done  for  the  person  I 
met  there." 

"It  is  extremely  like  him  ;  the  derange- 
ment of  the  hair  greatly  favours  the  re- 
semblance, which  will  indubitably  strike 
the  Earl,  and  render  him  zealous  in  the 
cause.'' 

Our  hero,  therefore,  went  into  Port- 
H  3  land 
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land-place  in  the  evening.  The  Earl 
was  at  home^  but  engaged  with  company; 
he  therefore  requested  he  v/ould  do  him 
the  favour  to  breakfast  with  him  the  next 
TiiOrnfng,  as  he  had  something  of  import- 
ance to  communicate. 

''  Depend  upon  seeing  me  by  half  past 
ten/*  was  the  reply. 

The  Marquis  immediately  took  his  leave, 
and,  upon  his  return  home,  sent  Donald 
into  Wells-streetj  to  invite  Juliano  to  meet 
his  uncle.  The  valet,  of  his  own  accord,  of- 
fered to  fetch  him  in  the  morning,  and  to 
preside  at  his  toilette,  to  which  the  youth 
thankfully  assented ;  and,  by  ten  o'clock,  he 
was  shewn  into  the  breakfast-parlour  in 
Arlington-street.  He  had  not,  it  may  be 
supposed,  the  polished  manners  of  his  host; 
but  his  innate  wish  to  oblige,  and  a  certain 
hereditary  gracefulness,  which  had  certainly 
descended  from  father  to  son,  in  this  in- 
stance, made  him  appear  to  infinite  more 
advantage  than  his  representative  had  ever 
done  ;  he  was  very  well  dressed  for  a  morn- 
ing ;  and  as  Lord  William  had  always  worn 

powder. 
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powder^  Donald  had,  for  the  first  time, 
thrown  some  into  his  hair,  which,  as  he 
had  expected,  greatly  increased  the  resem- 
blance between  them.  He  had  entered 
into  a  very  animated  conversation  with  our 
hero,  when  the  Earl  w\as  announced,  whom 
of  course  he  rose  to  receive  ;  and  as  he  had 
purposely  been  placed  opposite  the  door, 
his  Lordship  unconsciously  retreated,  when 
he  first  caught  sight  of  him,  and  looked  so 
earnestly  at  our  hero  for  an  explanation, 
that  both  him  and  Dr,  Campbell  were  con- 
vinced he  had  instantly  remarked  the  like- 
ness. 

'^  A  young  friend  of  mine,  uncle,  in 
whose  behalf  I  wish  to  interest  you  ;  after 
breakfast  I  will  inform  you  why  I  invited 
you  to  meet  him.'* 

''  The  Earl  of  Algernon,  my  dear  Juli-   ' 
ano,  my  father's  elder  brother.'' 

Dr.  Campbell  now  addressed   the  asto- 
nished Earl,  who  was  unable   to  withdraw 
his  eyes  from  this  living  image  of  his  de- 
ceased brother,  during  breakfast;  and  no 
H  4  sooner 
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sooner  was  it  over,  than  he  requested  to 
speak  a  few  words  in  private  to  his  nephew, 
who  instantly  led  the  way  into  the  library, 
desiring  Jiiliano  would  take  upon  him 
to  entertain  the  Doctor  during  his  ab- 
sence™ 

"  Who  is  that  young  fellow^  r"  were  the 
Earl's  first  words. — "  Your  father  never  had 
any  natural  children,  at  least  to  my  know- 
ledge, else — but  you  promised  to  ex- 
plain why  you  asked  me  to  meet  him.'* 

*'  I  did,  my  dear  Sir ;  and  I  should  be 
inexcusable,  were  I  to  keep  you  in  sus- 
pense ;  but  to  account  for  his  being  here, 
1  must  carry  you  back  to  Langhton  Priory." 

"  To  Langhton  Priory  !'*  cried  the  asto- 
nished Earl. 

''  Even  so,  my  dear  uncle ;  for  there  I 
found  him  ;  though  it  w^as  at  the  risk  of  my 
neck,  that  I  explored  his  prison.*' 

"  In  prison,  and  at  the  Priory  !  then  I 
do  not  scruple  to  pronounce  him  your 
brother.;  indeed  the  resemblance  is  ob- 
■vious.    But,  for  God's  sake,  explain  how  he 

came 
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came  to  be  confined,  and  why  that  bump- 
kin, who  now  disgraces  the  name  of  Al- 
bany, usurps  his  place  ?  Can  Lady  William 
Albany  have ." 

"Stop,  my  dear  uncle;  since,  upon  my 
honour,  she  was  not  aw^are  that  he  was  un- 
der the  same  roof  with  her,  when  I  arrived 
at  the  Priory  ;  but  to  make  this  perfectly 
clear,  you  must  listen  to  my  tale,'* detailing 
every  incident  he  had  previously  related  to 
Dr.  Campbell, 

"  Astonishing  !"  cried  the  Earl,  when  he 
concluded — "  You  were  certainly  doomed 
to  bring  that  vile  monk's  shameful  decep- 
tions to  light.  All  that  surprises  me  is, 
how  he  could  manage  to  exchange  the 
children  :  his  nephew,  if  such  he  is,  must 
have  been  brought  from  Italy  ;  and  your 
brother  ^vas  sent  back  by  the  person  who 
nursed  the  other;  yet  that  must  have  been  a 
work  of  time,  and  these  children  must  have 
been  changed  immediately  after  their 
birth.  Surely  the  Jesuit  has  not  a  familiar 
spirit  at  his  beck  and  call,  though  I  cannot 
H  5  divine 
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divine  how  he  managed  matters.  The 
wretch  might  well  be  miserable,  when  his 
poor  prisoner  escaped.  Possibly  he  flayed 
his  own  carcase,  in  hopes  of  mitigating  the 
punishment  he  must  be  sensible  hangs  over 
him,  since  he  must  not  be  spared;  though, 
if  it  can  be  avoided,  I  am,  like  you,  averse 
to  bringing  the  matter  into  a  court  of  jus- 
tice ;  yet  I  cannot  see  my  favourite  bro- 
ther's s  )n  wronged,  out  of  respect  to  Mr. 
Langhton's  feelings — we  will  spare  them  as 
much  as  possible  ;  but  I  must  have  your 
Juliano's  rights  clearly  ascertained.  What 
does  Dr.  Campbell  advise  ?'* 

''  He  wishes  to  be  guided  by  you,  uncle. '^ 
''  We  must  take  counsel's  opinion,  in 
the  first  instance ;  those  of  the  crown  law- 
yers, I  advise ;  and  not  to  lead  them  into  any 
errors,  we  must  tell  them  the  real  truth; 
I  will  be  answerable  for  their  secrecy,  till 
the  matter  is  decided  ;  but  I  require  time 
for  reflection  ;  therefore  I  will  now  leave 
you  ;  but  I  must  take  another  look  at  your 
protegee  ;  and  suppose  I  meet  him  again  at 

your 
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your  house  to-morrow  evening — give  me 
the  abstract  of  his  life  home  with  me,  and  I 
will  devote  the  interval  to  co.nsidering  his 
case.  Like  the  Doctor^  1  sincerely  rejoice 
you  did  not  ask  my  advice,  in  the  first  in- 
stance, as  I  fear  I  should  have  been  more 
cautious,  more  cold-blooded  than  you 
•\Yere ;  but  you  are  a  noble  fellow,  and  have 
rescued  your  brother  from  worse  than 
death.  Surely  your  father's  spirit  guided 
you  to  his  prison,  and  inspired  you  with  the 
generous  idea  of  liberating  him,  and  of 
providing  for  his  future  wants.  But  come, 
let  us  j6in  him  and  the  Doctor;  I  must 
tell  him  that  you  have  rendered  me  his 
staunch  friend  ;"  which  the  Earl  did,  in  the 
kindest  manner,  and  was  extremely  pleased 
with  the  youth's  answer,  with  whom  our 
hero  walked  home,  entering  into  various 
details  respecting  the  Albany  family,  as 
they  went  along,  not  omitting  his  grand- 
father's recent  marriage,  and  explaining  to 
him  how  they  came  to  be  upon  such  dis- 
tant terms  with  thi^  Langhtons,  speaking 
11  6  very 
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very  highly  of  the  old  gentleman,  and 
doing  ample  justice  to  Lady  William  and 
Rosalie;  slightly  mentioning  Algernon  as  a 
strict  Catholic,  and  with  whom  he  should 
never  assimilate. 

"  And  is  he  not  aware  of  the  blessing  he 
enjoys,  in  having  such  a  brother  ?"  asked 
Juliano. 

"  The  mere  tie  of  blood  does  not  always 
make  people  friends,  my  dear  fellow.  My 
uncle  Albertus  was  not  the  friend  of  either 
of  his  brothers;  and  yet  he  must  have 
esteemed  Lord  Algernon,  and  have  loved 
my  father,  had  he  possessed  their  feelings : 
but  remember  you  sup  with  me  to-mor- 
row ;  the  Earl  w^ishes  to  hear  your  story 
from  your  own  mouth ;  and  let  what  will 
be  the  result  of  our  attempt  to  ascertain 
who  you  really  are,  you  will  ever  find  him 
your  sincere  friend.  So  adieu ;  I  am  en- 
gaged to  a  fashionable  dinner^  else  I  would 
have  detained  you  in  Arlington-street;  so, 
by  way  of  amusing  yourself,  ad  interim, 
endeavbur  to  sketch  your  friend  the  Prior's 

features. 


lANGHTON    PRIORY.  157" 

features.  If  wc  could  but  find  him,  I  think 
■\ve  mii;ht  buy  him  over  to  our  interest,  as  I 
strongly  suspect  he  was  only  the  accom- 
plice of  your  still  greater  enemy/  Father 
Benedetto  :■ — but  I  must  begone/* 

The  gratified  Juliano  promised  to  do  his 
utmost  endeavours  to  oblige  him^  and  thus 
they  parted. 

The  following  day  our  hero  received 
a  letter  from  Algernon  Albany,  who 
informed  hin?  that  the  Padre  was  in  a 
very  low  way,  and  was  often  harping  upon 
his  poor  nephew,  whom  he  feared  was  re- 
turned to  Italy,  where  he  would  certainly 
be  murdered  by  those  vile  French,  infidels — 
as  if  he  could  be  worse  off,  he  continued, 
than  while  cooped  up  in  the  observatory. 
For  his  own  part^  he  hoped  the  poor  fel- 
low had  fallen  into  some  friendly  hands, 
who  would  call  Bennij  over  the  coals  some 
time  or  other.  As  it  was,  he  had  lost  much 
of  his  influence  over  the  household,  and 
particularly  with  his  grandfather,  who  was 
always  sounding  his  (Lord  Endermay's) 
praises ;  so  was  BelthorpCj  who  was  in  very 

high 
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high  spirits,  and  who  hoped  that,  ere  long, 
the  Padre  would  set  out  to  seek  his  lost 
vsheep  in  the  regions  below,  as  they  both 
doubted  his  ever  mounting  aloft,  notwith- 
standing he  flogged  away  with  heart  and 
good-will  "every  night,  and  mumbled  over 
his  beads  at  every  touch  and  turn  ;  con- 
cluding, as  usual,  with  hoping  that  he 
should  soon  join  his  dear  brother  in  Lon- 
don. 

Dr.  Campbell  thought  it  very  possible 
the  Father  might  shorten  his  days  ;  there- 
fore felt  anxious  to  have  him  pressed  to  un- 
burthen  his  mind. 

The  Earl  was  punctual  to  his  appoint- 
ment. Juliano  had  drank  his  tea  with 
his  kind  friends,  and  once  more  re- 
lated all  he  knew  of  himself;  and  finally 
produced  a  very  good  design  of  the  Prior, 
who  had  brought^  him  over.  His  family 
name  he  was  unacq^uainted  with  ;  he  mere- 
ly knew  him  as  Father  Antonio  ;  accurately 
describing  the  situation  of  the  monastery  ; 
and  he  also  aaveso  jjood  an  account  of  the 
inn  at  which  they  had  stopped  at  Bristol, 

that 
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that  the  Earl  was  convinced  it  was  the  Rum- 
mer ;  therefore  should  it  be  necessary,  he 
thought  that  might  be  easily  ascertained; 
and  at  the  Alien  Office  tliey  should  indubi- 
tably learn  whether  the  Prior  of  the  Car- 
thusian Monastery  of  the  Spirito  Sancto, 
in  the  suburbs  of  Milan,  was  in  England  ; 
as  from  him  they  might  be  able  to  obtain 
some  very  important  information. 

Juliano  declared  he  should  rejoice  at 
being  confronted  with  him,  as  he  could  not 
conceive  what  could  have  induced  him  to 
have  acted  so  treacherously  towards  him^ 
after  having,  forso  many  years,  affected  to  be 
his  friend,  and  even  appeared  to  like  him. 
,  "  He  might  not  know  that  Father  Bene- 
detto meant  to  confine  you,'*  said  Dr. 
Campbell.—''  At  all  events,  could  we  find 
him,  he  might  be  tempted  to  turn  evidence 
against  your  gaoler,  w'hich  would  save  us  a 
great  deal  of  trouble.'' 

Juliano  expressed  his  gratitude  towards 
all  the  gentlemen,  for  their  very  kind  in- 
tentions in  his  favour,  but  acknowledged 

that 
6 


160  LANGHTON    PIIIORY. 

that  he  feared,  though  probably  he  was  . 
not  Father  Benedetto's  nephew,  he  was 
the  illegitimate  offspring  of  some  priest, 
who  had  doomed  him  to  a  life  of  seclusion, 
perhaps  in  consequence  of  a  vow,  to  which 
he  had  certainly  strictly  adhered,  when  he 
placed  him  under  the  care  of  the  Padre. 

His  auditors  dared  not  tell  him  that  they 
were  of  a  very  dilTcrent  opinion  ;  and  at  a 
late  hour  they  separated. 

Next  morning,  Drv^  Campbell  took 
upon  himself  to  make  the  necessary 
enquiries  at  the  Alien  Office.  No  one 
knew  the  Prior,  as  superior  of  the  mo- 
nastery of  Spirito  Sancto  ;  but  when  he 
produced  the  sketch  of  his  features,  which 
Julian o  had  drawn,  some  of  the  clerks  said 
he  had  probably  resumed  his  family  name, 
as  that  picture  resembled  a  Mr.  Mordini, 
an  Italian,  who  had  been  in  England  much 
about  the  time  the  Doctor  mentioned,  and 
who  lived  at  Somers  Town,  and  taught  the 
Italian  language  ;  but  as  he  did  not  receive 
any  thing  from  Government,  and  had  never 

been 
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been  denounced  as  a  spy,  very  little  was 
known  about  him;  enquiring  why  the  Doc- 
tor had  asked  after  him  ? 

"  In  consequence  of  a  friend  having  de- 
sired him/*  he  said  ;  "  but  not  to  lodge 
any  complaint  against  him.'^ 

Resolving,  however,  to  be  satisfied,  he 
proceeded  to  Somers  Town,  and  soon  found 
the  house  to  which  he  had  been  directed  ; 
but  there  he  was  informed  that  Mr.  Mor- 
dini  was  gone  to  Bath  or  Bristol  for  his 
health,  and  had,  they  presumed,  sent  no- 
tice of  his  intention  to  the  Alien  Office. 

"  Most  probably,'*  replied  the  Doctor. — 
"  Pray  how  long  has  he  been  gone.?" 

*'  About  two  months.  Sir." 

"  Pray  is  this  picture  like  him  }  as  I  am 
not  certain  whether  there  are  not  more  of 
the  same  name." 

*'  Oh,  that  was  done  for  him,  I  could  take 
my  oath,"  said  the  master  of  the  house,  who 
now  joined  in  the  debate. — •'  That's  his 
hook  nose,  to  a  T  ;"  and  with  this  not 
verv    satisfactorv  intellii^ence.  the  Doctor 

proceeded 
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proceeded  into  Portland-place^  where  the 
Marquis  had  promised  to  give  him  the 
meeting  at  one  o'clock.  Having  given  in 
his  report — ''  I  am  convinced  he  is  gone 
down  to  concert  measures  with  that  infer- 
nal old  Jesuit/*  cried  the  Earl. — ''  He  was 
aware  that  Jiliano  knew  with  whom  he 
came  to  England,  so  he  sent  for  this  pre- 
cious Prior,  to  invent  some  lie,  in  case  he 
should  be  called  to  an  account.'* 

^'  But  where  can  the  Padre  Antonio,  or 
rather  Mordini,  be  V*  said  our  hero. — *'  No 
foreigner  can  now  take  up  their  abode  any 
where,  without  giving  notice  of  their  inten- 
tions at  the  Alien  Office ;  and  surely  the 
old  Jesuit  dare  not  secrete  him  in  Juliano's 
late  prison.** 

''  I  should  not  wonder  if  he  had,**  said 
Dr.  Campbell. — ''  At  all  events,  I  do  not 
think  it  v.'ill  be  prudent  to  give  in  our  re- 
port at  the  Office,  since,  should  any  re- 
searches be  set  on  foot  for  the  Prior,  it 
will  put  both  the  monks  upon  their  guard, 
and  they  may  find  means  to  leave  England. 

The 
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The  people  at  Somers  Town  expect  Mer- 
dini  home  again  in  another  month,  and  I 
think  it  very  likely  he  may  return,  as  he 
must  live  in  fear,  even  in  Juliano's  late 
prison  ;  and  such  a  state  of  confinement 
will  soon  become  very  irksome/' 

*'  There  is  great  reason  in  what  you  say. 
Doctor,'*  rejoined  the  Earl  ;  "  and  we  need 
not  attack  Benedetto,  till  we  see  whether 
his  accomplice  returns.  Has  he  ever  writ- 
ten to  his  landlord  ?'* 

"  Once  from  Bath,  he  told  me.*' 

"  Then  we  will  wait  another  month  be- 
fore we  apply  to  counsel,  since,  that  once 
done,  I  shall  be  all  impatience  io  brinj^ 
matters  to  an  issue  ;  and  should  the  old 
Jesuit  grow  worse,  I  will  go  dovyn  myself, 
and  accuse  him  point  blank  of  having  ex- 
changed the  children/* 

"  But  may  not  he  dare  your  Lordship  to 
prove  his  having  done  so  ?'*  rejoined  the 
Doctor;  "  and  remember  how  long  the 
Douglas  cause  was  thought  very  dubious  ; 

though 
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though  every  one  agreed  the  claimant  was 
the  image  of  his  mother." 

"  Agreed  ;  and  as  T  suppose  we  shall 
have  Algernon  /\.lbany  in  town,  before  we 
can  commence  our  attack^  why  we  must  be 
civil  to  the  poor  being,  who  is  not  to  blame 
for  the  monk's  villainy.'* 

"By  no  means,  uncle,'*  cried  the  Mar- 
quis ;  "  and  I  am  convinced  that,  should  it 
be  proved  he  has  no  claim  to  the  name  of 
Albany,  he  will  be  amply  provided  for  by 
his  successor.  At  all  events,  I  will  place 
him  above  want,  though,  even  when  I 
thought  him  my  brother,  I  never  felt  very 
cordially  inclined  towards  him ;  nor  per- 
haps shall  I  do  so,  till  it  is  ascertained,  be- 
yond a  doubt,  that  he  is  not  related  to  me ; 
then  he  shall  find  me  his  friend." 

''  I  admire  your  frankness,  and  I  promise 
you  I  will  follow  your  lead.  In  the  mean- 
w^hile.  Dr.  Campbell,  as  most  competent  to 
the  task,  will  you  draw  up  a  correct  state- 
ment of  every  circumstance  respecting  Ju- 

liano, 
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Ilano^  that  ought  to  be  submitted  to  coun- 
sel ?  since^  upon  second  thoughts^,  we  had 
better  not  delay  ir.aking  his  situation 
known  ;  and  I  have  not  allotted  you  a  very 

casv  task." 

-' 

*'  It  will  prove  a  very  grateful  one  to  my 
feelingS;,  my  Lord,  though  it  will  take  me 
some  days  to  digest  my  materials,  and  put 
them  into  proper  form;  and  even  then, 
much  will  be  left  for  your  Lordship  to  ex- 
plain.'* 

"  Agreed,  and  I  will  endeavour  to  se- 
cond our  joint  favourite's  kind  endeavours, 
to  the  best  of  my  abilities  ;"  and  thus  they 
separated  for  the  present. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.  VII. 


During  the  course  of  the  ensuing  Aveek, 
Lady  Winifred  answered  Lord  Algernon's 
letter,  and  declared  herself,  as  he  expec- 
ted, extremely  displeased  at  her  brother 
having,  so  late  in  life,  married  his  mistress; 
for  such,  she  made  no  doubt.  Miss  Jemima 
Lenham  had  been,  as  she  was  not  so  easily 
imposed  upon,  as  he  (Lord  Algernon)  ap- 
peared to  have  been.  Fearful  her  having 
imbibed  such  a  notion  would  prevent  her 
from  coming  to  town,  the  Earl  took  some 
pains  to  convince  her  that  she  was  mis- 
taken; as  he  was  w^ell  convinced,  he  as- 
sured her,  that  his  father  would  never  have 

given 
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Hiven  a  mistress  a  lesral  claim  to  his  name, 
as  he  made  no  doubt  of  the  Marchioness  of 
Derwent's  being  presented  at  St.  James's, 
and  received,  with  the  respect  due  to  her 
rank,  in  the  fashionable  circles.  Lady- 
Winifred  therefore  hoped  the  connexion 
was  not  quite  so  scandalous  as  it  had  at 
first  appeared,  and  set  about  preparing  for 
her  London  journey  ;.  while  her  new  mar-« 
ried  brother,  having  spent  three  weeks  in 
Cheshire  (during  which  period,  we  are 
sorry  to  say,  he  more  than  once  repented 
having  bestowed  his  name  upon  his  fair, 
but  weak  vain  bride),  returned  into  St. 
JamesVsquare,  fearful  that  the  new-made 
Marchioness  would  often  put  him  to  the 
blush,  and  wishing  that  he  could  have  left 
her  in  the  country,  while  he  dashed  into 
all  the  pleasures  of  high  life,  in  spite  of 
grey  hairs  and  increasing  years ;  but  were 
he  to  leave  her  in  Cheshire,  it  would  be 
publicly  declaring  he  was  ashamed  of  his 
choice ;  and  he  felt  that  he  must  still  affect 
to   be   the  lover,   though  already   cloyed 

with 
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with  the  sweets  of  possession.  Resolved, 
however,  to  put  a  good  face  upon  the  mat- 
ter, he  left  cards/ the  morning  after  his  re- 
turn to  town,  in  Portland- place  and  Arling- 
ton-street ;  and  assured  his  bride,  that  he 
should  highly  resent  any  slight  that  might 
be  shewn  her,  by  any  member  of  his  family ; 
though  he  much  feared  that,  should  they 
pot  ice  her,  her  weak  brain  would  be  com- 
pletely turned  ;  still,  as  he  had  played  the 
fool,  why  he  must  introduce  the  Marchion- 
ess into  the  world ;  and  if  the  Countess  of 
Algernon  was  polite  enough  to  overlook 
her  deficiencies,  she  would  certainly  give 
her  consequence,  in  the  circle  in  which  she 
would  henceforth  move,  and  would  effec- 
tually prevent  her  from  being  followed  by 
any  of  those  gay  sparks  of  fashion,  who 
would  glory  in  making  him  repent  having 
married  a  young  uninformed  girl,  merely 
because  she  was  very  handsome. 

While  he  was  thus  execrating  his  own 
folly, .his  fair  bride  was  anticipating  the 
pleasures  she  had  in  store,  and  fully  ex- 
pecting 
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pecting  to  be  the  reigning  belle  of  fashion 
during  the  season,  as  she  knew  she  was  ex- 
tremely handsome,  and  was  by  no  means 
aware  of  her  own  deficiencies ;  and  though 
certainly  not  deficient  in  low  cunning,  she 
was  silly  enough  to  fancy  that  she  should 
^rule  her  Lord  with  unbounded  sway ;  and 
certainly  many  young  women  have  ren- 
dered old  husbands  their  slaves:  but  un- 
fortunately Lord  Derwent  v,'as  already  tired 
of  his  bargain,  and  looking  out  for  a  new 
face  to  console  him  for  his  folly  ;  of  course 
she  stood  no  chance  of  governing  a  man, 
over  whom  she  had  lost, all  her  influence 
during  the  honey-moon. 

Our  hero  and  the  Earl  having  compared 
notes,  ihey  agreed  to  return  the  bride- 
groom's visit  the  following  morning.  Lord 
Dunluce  would  fain  have  accompanied  his 
father,  as  he  was  dying  with  impatience  to 
see  his  grandmother.  The  Earl  put,  how- 
ever, a  decided  negative  upon  his  request^, 
and  the  Countess  also  censured  it  as  very 
indiscreet,  since  he  must  be  aware  that  the 
'■  -VOL.  III.  I  Marquis 
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Marquis  V70iild  attribute  hk  visit  to  the 
true  motive ;  he  was  therefore,  much 
against  his  will,  obliged  to  have  recourse  to 
patience ;  and,  as  had  been  agreed  upon, 
Ihe  Earl  drove  into  St.  JamesVsquare,  be- 
tween twelve  and  one,  wishing  to  precede 
our  hero,  that  their  meeting  there  might 
not  appear  preconcerted. 

Lord  Derwent  received  him  in  his  li- 
brary, and  expressed  his  satisfaction  at  so 
early  a  visit;  cutting  short  his  congratula- 
tions, by  a  few  indirect  apologies  for  the 
folly  he  had  been  guilty  of;  adding — - 
"  When  you  ha\;e  seen  the  Marchioness, 
you  will  not  wonder  at  her  having  turned 
my  brain/* 

The  Earl  assured  him,  in  reply,  "  That  he 
had  already  formed  a  very  high  opinion  of 
the  bride;"  and  as  he  found  his  father 
meant  she  should  be  presented  at  court, 
readily  promised  to  ensure  her  the  counte- 
nance of  Lady  x\lgernon ;  gaily  hinting,  she 
had  better  be  introduced  at  St.  James's  bv 
the  Lady  in  Waiting. 

The 
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The  Marquis  took  the  raillery  in  very- 
good  part^  and  was  glossing  over  her  want 
of  family  very  ingeniously,  when  the  Mar- 
quis of  Endermay  was  announced ;  and 
certainly  he  had  no  reason  to  find  fault 
with  the  reception  he  met  with,  as  the  old 
gentleman  seemed  extremely  anxious  to 
make  him  amends  for  his  past  neglect,  hop- 
ing he  should  often  see  him  in  the  square, 
as  he  meant,  in  future,  to  lead  a  very  do- 
mestic life. 

Our  hero  begged  leave  to  congratulate 
him  upon  his  nuptials ;  and  as  he  kept  his 
countenance,  the  old  Peer  hoped  he  saw 
hothing  ridiculous  in  his  having  again  en- 
tered the  matrimonial  pale  ;  but  feeling 
conscious  of  having  acted  very,  absurdly,  he 
said,  in  a  gay  tone — ''  I  can  only  rejoice 
you  never  fell  in  with  Lady  Derwent,  Mar- 
•quis,  before  I  had  the  happiness  of  calling 
her  mine,  as  I  am  convinced  you  v/ill  pro- 
nounce her  a  most  beautiful  woman.  She 
lias  been  extremely  well  brought  up,  by  a 
I  2  most 
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tnost  excellent  mother ;  and  indeed  she 
enjoyed  manv  advantages,  since  one  of  her 
nearest  relations  is  mistress  of  a  very  fa- 
shionable seminary  for  young  ladies  near 
London  ;  though,  to  be  very  honest,  I 
should  not  be  thus  candid  in  any  other 
company;  but  I  certainly  did  attem-pt  to 
storm  ihe  citadel ;  it  was,  however,  too 
ably  defended,  to  surrender  to  my  offers ; 
and  as  I  could  not  deny  myself  the  lady,  I 
took  her  upon  her  own  terms ;  therefore  I 
may  say,  without  a  vain  boast,  that  she  is  a 
woman  of  real  principle.  I  hope  you  soon 
mean  to  follow  my  example.  Marquis;  that 
is,  to  marry  for  love  ;  then  you  cannot  fail 
of  being  happy  :  you  do  not  want  money ; 
and  the  man  gives  consequence  to  the 
woman.  My  sister  was  in  hopes  you  would 
bestow  your  name  upon  your  cousin;  I 
had  a  better  opinion  of  your  taste.  She 
has  money  enough  to  buy  a  needy  Peer; 
and  1  should  have  grieved,  had  you  selec- 
ted h^r  to  perpetuate  your  race — But  talk- 
ing 
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ing  oFLaJy  Winifred,  what  does  she  say  to 
my  having  married  again  ?  Have  you  heard 
from  her  lately,  Lord  Algernon  ?" 
'  ''  I  had  a  letter  from  her  yesterday,  Sir. 
She  certainly  was  surprised,  when  she  learnt 
that  you  had  again  entered  the  holy  pale, 
but  rs  now,  I  believe,  very  anxious  to  be 
introduced  to  the  Marchioness  of  Derwent; 
and  I  hope,  in  another  fortnight^  her  wish 
will  be  gratified,  as  I  am  looking  out  for 
a  ready-furnished  house  for  her;  she  could 
not  be  prevailed  upon  to  take  up  her  abode 
in  Portland-place  ;  nor  would  she  accept 
of  Lord  Endermay's  house^  though  he  of- 
fered to  give  it  up  entirely  to  her  ;  but  she 
fancied  she  should  not  feel  herself  at 
home.'* 

"  I  dare  say  she  was  fearful  the  world 
might  fancy  she  was  too  partial  to  this  fine 
young  fellow.  Besides,  she  never  could 
have  made  up  her  rr  ind  to  her  ward's  tak- 
ing up  her  abode  in  the  house  of  a  single 
man.  But  you  have  visited  Lancrhton  Priory 
since  your  return  to  England^  Marquis  ; — 
1 3  andl 
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and  if  I  understood  La^y  Win,  your  sister 
is  to  accompany  her  to  London; — there- 
fore the  old  monk  does  not  mean  to 
make  an  absolute  recluse  of  her.  Is  your 
brother  also  to  emerge  from  his  prison- 
house  ?" 

Our  hero  told  him  how  matters  had' been 
settled  by  Mr.  Langhton  and  Lady  Wini- 
fred ;  and  though  the  Marquis  was  ashamed 
to  SEY  so,  he  sincerely  v/ished  his  three  hi- 
therto-unknown grraidchildren  had  de- 
ferred their  journey  to  London^  as  he 
knew  the  witlings  of  fashion  could  not 
fail  to  notice  their  relationship  to  his  bride, 
who  was  in  fact  younger  than  any  of  them, 
and  whom  Jie  now  proposed  introducing 
to  his  visitors,  leading  the  Vvay  into  her 
boudoir,  where  she  and  her  sister  were 
anxiously  waiting  their  approach;  and  both 
uncle  and  nephew  thought  her  inimitably 
handsome,  and  not  a  bad  figure.  When  she 
rose  to  receive  them,  the  Marquis  intro- 
duced them  by  their  respective  titles,  with- 
out adding  the  degree  of  relationship  in 

which,: 
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^'hich  they  stood  to  him  ;  and  having  paid 
the  lady  the  accustomed  compliments,  they 
took  possession  of  the  chairs  which  h^l 
been  placed  for  them^  and  the  conversation 
became  oeneral. 

The  bride  spoke  but  Jirtle,  tlioiigh  slie 
wished  to  have  displayed  her  knowledge  of 
fashionable  life,  which  was  merely  gleaned 
from  some  of  those  popular  novels  Mr. 
Hughes  has  so  kindly  introduced  to  the 
public  notice.  The  old  Marquis  being  fully 
aware  of  this,  generally  silenced  her  with 
"my  dear,  you  are  as  vet  a  mere  novice  in 
fashionable  life;  and  I  should  be  very 
sorry,  were  you  to  exchange  your  present 
simplicity  for  the  nonchalance  of  a  woman 
of  ton,  who  are  in  general  the  most  insipid 
companions  that  can  be  met  with.  What 
say  you,  Algernon  ?'* 

The  Earl  agreed  that  a  mere  woman  of 
fashion  was  a  very  unpleasant  companion  ; 
which  led  to  Lord  Derwei:^t  bestowing  a? 
very  deserved  panegyric  upon  his  Coun- 
tess^ while  our  hero  scrutinized  the  fair 
1. 4    .  bride^ 
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bride,  who  frequently  favoured  him  with  a 
sort  of  under  look,  which  did  not  greatly 
raise  her  in  his  esteem,  and  led  him  to  ap- 
])rehend  that  she  would  soon  make  her  Sir 
Fetcr  Teazle  heartily  repent  his  precipi- 
tancy. Having  sat  for  some  time,  and 
heijrd  fhat  the  new-married  man  meant  to 
give  a  splendid  f^ie  during  the  spring  to 
the  world  of  fashion,  the  uncle  and  nephew 
rose  to  depart,  and  left  the  house  together. 

''  Well,  what  think  you  of  your  grand^ 
mamaf*  asked  the  Earl,  as  they  arm  in  arm 
walked  up  the  square,  having  dismissed 
their  carriages. 

*•  That  she  is  very  handsome,  and  that  is 
all  I  can  say  in  her  favour  ;  for  she  appears 
to  me  to  be  ignorant  and  illiterate,  instead 
of  highly  accomplished,  as  m,y  grandfather 
gave  us  to  understand.  Positively  the  lady 
he  once  had  in  keeping,  at  whose  house  I 
first  saw  him,  was  a  far  preferable  cotopa- 
riion,  and  would,  I  dare  say,  have  made  him 
a  better  wif6.'* 

''  I  dare  believe  she  would/'  was  the  re- 
ply 1 
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ply  ;  ''  as  this  one  will  soon,  nay,  has  al- 
ready made  him  repent  of  his  folly.  In- 
deed she  strikes  me  as  being  a  very  strange 
compound/  and  is  so  vulgarly  polite,  so 
ignorant,  and  }  etso  cunning,  or  she  could 
Bot  have  drawn  him  in  to  marry  her,  that 
though  certainly  very  young,  and  very 
handsome,  she  would  never  have  won  my 
heart;  and  as  the  pride  of  acquired  rank 
will  soon,  nay,  is  already  blended  with  the 
obstinacy  of  ignorance,  the  Marquis  will 
be  completely  ashamed  of  her  in  another 
month;  and  as  I  am  convinced  that  vanity 
is  her  ruling  passion,  and  coquetry  her 
foible  ( for  I  remarked  the  under  looks,  or 
rather  leei*s,  she  bestowed  upon  you),  I 
shall  think  him  very  fortunate,  if  he.  has  ; 
luerely  to  blush  for  her  folly/' 

"  You  are  positively  severe  upon  the^ 
poor  bride,  urrcle ;  though  I  own  she  by 
no  means  answered  my  e?<.pcctaT'ions,  as  11 
expected  to  have  seen  the  Medician  Venus  ^ 
stepped  into  life,  and  a  far  more  accom^ 
P;lished  woman  than  the  mistress  whose  dis-- 
1  5-^  miss* 
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missal  I  so  innocently  oecasioned,  since  I 
should  have  supposed  the  woman  upon 
whom  Lord  Derwent  had  bestowed  his 
hand,  would  have  been  very  superior  to 
what  she  is." 

'*^  He  has-  been  duped  into  playing  the 
fool,  TwoulcJ  venture  any  wager  ;  for  had 
he  been  in  less  haste,  he  would  have  had 
the  lady  upon  his  own  terms,  or  I  am  very 
much  mistaken.  The  sister  is  certainly  an^ 
excellent  foil,  though  I  do  not  think  her 
quite  so  ignorant  as  the  bride  ;  but  she  has 
an  equal  share  of  self-sufficiency/' 

Having  reached  Portland-place,  while 
thus  descanting  upon  the  merits  of  the 
new-married  couple,  the  Marquis  went  in 
to  pay  his  respects  to  his  aunt,  who  pre- 
sumed, as  they  made  so  long  a  visit,  they 
Bad  found  the  Marchioness  a  paragon  of 
perfection. 

The  Earl  instantly  related  all  that  had 
passed,  and  then  gave  her  his  real  opinion 
of  the  bride  ;  so  did  our  hero,  to  whom  she 
next  appealed. 

*'  You 


LANGHTON    PRIORY.  179'' 

"  You  both  saw  her  with  prejudiced 
eyes — she  was  a  mother-in-law;  that  was 
sufficient  for  you,  Algernon;  and  our  ne- 
phew could  not  see  any  merit  in  a  grand- 
mother :  had  she  been  the  wife  of  any 
ether  man,  you  would  bothhavebeen  elo- 
quent in  praise  of  her  beauty." 

'*"  Very  possibly/' said  the  Earl;  ^^  as  I 
own  I  had  rather  she  should  have  married 
any  other  Peer,  since  we  may  now  have  to 
blush  for  her,  as  well  as  her  husband." 

''  I  will  pay  her  an  early  visit/'  said  the 
Countess,  ''  and  give  her  a  little  useful  ad- 
vice, as  I  hope  she  will  make  a  better  wife 
than  you  seem  to  think.  I  shall  make 
great  allowances  for  her  ignorance,  and  do 
hope  to  convince  you  that  you  have  been 
mistaken  in  your  conjectures  respecting 
her.'' 

''  I  sincerely  wish  you  may,"  was  the 
reply. 

Our  hero  thought   Lady  Algernon's  ad-> 
vice  would  have  the   happiest  Q^i^ecX,  retir- 
ing soon  after  to  communicate  his  opinion 
I  6  of 
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of  his  grandmother  to  Dr.  Campbelh  "w^o 
devoted  his   mornings  to  drawing  up  an 
abstract  of  Julian o's  story,  which  he  had 
not  arranged  to  his  mind,  as  it  was  neces- 
sary to   enter  into  a  variety  of  desultory 
details  respecting   the   Langhton     family  ; 
■when  our  hero,  who  was  sitting  with  him 
in  the  library,  while  he  was  thus  employed, 
a  few  days  a^ter  he  had  paid  his  devoirs  to 
his  youthful  grandmother,   was  extremely 
surprised  at  having  a  packet  from  India  de- 
livered to  him,  addressed   to  his  deceased 
grandfather;  which  proved  to  be  the  dupli- 
cate of  one  which  had  never  come  to  hand, 
from  General  Umfreville,  a  brother  of  his 
grandmother's,  and  brother  by  marriage  to 
the  person  whom  he  addressed,  whom  our. 
hero  had  never  seen,  norscldom  heard  men- 
tioned,  since,  having,   like  the  late    Lord 
William  Albany,  run  through  a  very  large 
fortune,    at   the  age  of  thirty,  he  went,  as 
a  last  resource,  to  India,  in  a  military  capa- 
city; and   as  the  British  settlements  wers 
then  involved  in  a  war  with  some  of  the 

native 
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native  Princes,  he  had  frequent  opportu- 
nities of  displaying  his  skill  and  valour, 
to  so  much  advantage,  that  he  was  soon 
promoted  to  the  command  of  a  regi- 
ment, and  had  risen,  by  degrees,  to  the 
rank  of  General,  which  he  obtained  pre- 
vious to  the  taking  of  Seringapatam,  where 
he  greatly  increased  his  already  large  for- 
tune :  during  the  last  ten  years,  he  had 
seldom  suffered  a  fleet  to  sail  for  Eno:land, 
"without  sending  a  letter  to  the  late  Mar- 
quis of  Endermay,  who  had  fitted  him  out, 
at  no  small  expence,  for  his  Indian  expe- 
dition,' and  which  he  still  recollected  with 
gratitude;  frequently  sending  him  presents 
of  the  produce  of  the  East,  and  always  ap- 
pearing extremely  interested  in  his  wel- 
fare, and  in  that  of  his  only  grandson,, 
though  he  had  never  seen  him,  having  left 
England  when  Lady  Zara  Montrose  was  in 
her  tenth  year:  still  the  Marquis  seldom 
mentioned  his  name,  and  hardly  ever  to 
our  hero,  who  was  at  first  rather  at  adoss 
to  comprehend  the  meaning  of  the  letter 

which 
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which  had  thus  unexpectedly   fallen    inta 
his  hands,  since  it  appeared  that  some  kind 
of  proposals   had   been    made    respecting 
himself,  of  which  he  had  never  had  a  hint, 
though  it  seemed  as  if  a  conditional   an- 
swer had  been  returned  by  the  Marquis,  a^ 
the  General  wrote — ''  I   am   no  more  in- 
clined   to    bias    the    inclinations    of   my 
daughter,   than  you   are  to  interfere  witb 
those  of  your  grandson,  though  T  hope  he 
will  not  have  disposed  of  his  heart  before 
my    return    to    England,    as    I    think   my^ 
daughter,  though  born  in  India,  will  strike* 
him  as  being  one  of  the  finest  girls  he  has^ 
ever  seen.     Her  mother  was,   you   knov/,. 
an  Englishv/oman,  and  her  education   bad- 
been   strictly  attended   to,    or  she   would 
not    have   suited    me.      I  named  my    girl 
after   yoiir's,    and    I    may    be    partial  ; — 
but    I    flatter    myself  she  is  even     more 
accomplished    than     the    late    Mrs.    Um- 
freville  v;as,  as  we  have  very  good  masters*, 
here,  and  sl:e  studied   under  her  parent's- 
eyes;  therefore  I  do   hope   that   the  firsts 

wish 
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ivish  of  my  heart  will  yet  be  gratified/' 
which  was,  our  hero  presumed,  to  see  his 
daughter  united  to  the  heir  of  the  Ender- 
may  family :  therefore^  sincerely  did  he 
wish  that  this  duplicate  letter  had  shared 
the  fate  of  its  predecessor,  which  had  been 
thrown  overboard,  in  consequence  of  the 
packet  having  been  attacked  by  a  French 
ship  of  war,  from  which  she  had,  with  dif- 
ficulty, made  her  escape ;  since  the  General 
must  know  it  had  fallen  into  hishands,  and 
he  understood  that  he  meant  to  sail  for 
England  with  the  next  fleet;  and  as  this 
letter  had  been  longer  than  usual  upon  it  • 
passage,  bethought  it  very  probable  that 
the  v/riter  might,  ere  now,  be  very  near 
England,  as  he  expressed  a  hope  that  he 
should  find  a  few  lines  waiting  his  arrival 
at  Falmouth,  where  he  proposed  to  land^ 
and  from  v/hence  he  would  proceed,  as 
speedily  as  possible,  to  Montrose  Castle^ 
except  his  kind  brother-in-law  chose  to 
give  him  the  meeting  in  London,  where  he 
had  ordered  his  agent  to  secure  him  a  ready- 
furnished 
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furnished  house,  which  must  content  him 
till  he  could  look  round  him^  though  he 
feared  that  he  was  not  long  for  this  world. 
His  native  air  might  brace  his  shattered 
frame  and  nerves;  but  he  feared  he  should 
never  be  able  to  endure  the  transition 
from  extreme  heat  to  extreme  cold,  as,  in 
his  opinion,  there  was  eight  months  winter 
in  England,  and  four  months  of  barely  tem- 
perate weather  :  but  as  his  Indian  medical 
attendants  were  always  recommending  na- 
tive air,  he  had  resolved  to  return  home,  at 
every  risk,  and  hoped  he  should  find  the 
person  he  addressed  in  as  good  health  as  he 
was  the  reverse. 

Having  re-read  this  very  unexpected 
missive,  our  hero  put  it  into  Dr.  Camp- 
bell's hands,  saying — ''  You  never  told  me. 
Doctor,  that' my  grandfather  had  any  ma- 
trimonial'views  for  me  ;  yet  from  this  let- 
ter, it  should  seem  he  had  ;  it  was  intended 
for  him,  and  is  from  General  Umfreville/' 

The  Doctor,  without  replying,  looked!" 
over  the  letter,  saying,  after  he  had  glanced' 

hi& 
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his  eyes  over  it — *'  The  General  does  mean 
to  die  at  home^  it  should  seem.  ttnd  he 
been  less  anxious  to  increase  his  aliTady 
large  fortune,  he  would  have  returned  to 
England  (en  years  ago,  which  might  have 
preserved  the  life  of  the  late  Mrs.  Unr.fre- 
ville,  who  w^as  deserving  of  a  better  lot 
than  fell  to  her  share.  I  certainly  did  know 
that  the  General  was  extremely  anxious  to 
unite  the  families  oT  Endermay  and  of 
Umfreviile  a  second  time;  but  as  your 
grandfather  had  resolved  never  to  mention 
what  he  thought  rather  a  presumptuous 
wish  to  you,  of  course  I  never  did. 

*'  You  were  abroad  when  the  nabob  first 
opened  his  mind  to  the  late  Marquis,  who, 
I  believe,  wrote  him  in  return,  that  as  you 
w^ere  more  than  of  age,  he  should  never 
even  propose  any  particular  lady  to  you, 
as  he  was  well  convinced,  from  the  gene- 
ral tenor  of  your  conduct  and  character, 
that  he  should  approve  of  your  choice, 
whenever  you  made  one  ;  but  if  your  heart 
was  disengaged,  when  you  saw  Miss  Umfre- 
viile^ 
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ville,  she  might  very  probably  secure  the 
prize;  in  which  case^  he  certainly  should 
not  object  to  the  alliance.  These  were  all 
the  hopes  he  gave  him  ;  and  I  dare  say  his 
Lordship  thought  no  more  about  the 
matter. 

''  The  General  seems,  however,  resolved 
to  bring  about  so  desirable  a  match,  if  pos- 
sible. I  dare  say  his  daughter  is  very  hand- 
some. He  was  a  very  fine-looking  fellow 
■when  he  left  England,  and  married  a  very 
beautiful  woman,  I  have  been  assured ; 
therefore.  Miss  Umfrevilie  may  deserve  all 
the  praises  he  bestows  upon  her.  He  will 
be  greatly  shocked,  when  he  learns  his  brcK 
ther-in-law  is  no  more.'* 

"  1  fear  he  will^ — I  am  glad,  however,  my 
grandfather  had  not,  like  him,  set  his  mind 
upon  my  marrying  his  daughter,  since  I  do 
not  think  that  she  will  suit  my  taste,  as  I 
shall  require  more  than  mere  beauty  and 
accomplishments  in  a  wife;  a  very  good 
temper,  for  instance,  a  competent  share  of 
good  sense,  and  a  sufficient  understanding, 

to 
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ro  render  her  an  agreeable  companion, 
when  we  are  iete-d-tcte,  as  I  do  not  wish  to 
he  a  fashionable  husband^,  since,  like  Lord 
Derwent,  I  shall  marry,  to  secure  myself  a 
comfortable  home/* 

-  "  Then  I  hope  you  will  be  more  success- 
ful than  the  old  gentleman  has  been/'  re- 
plietl  the  Doctor/ in  the  same  gay  tone  ; — 
"  but  you  certainly  must  see  Miss  Umfre- 
viile/'" 

"  Undoubtedly — Indeed  I  mean  to  pay 
her  father,  as  my  grandmother's  brother, 
every  mark  of  respect.  Did  we  know  when 
the  East  India  fleet  is  expected,  I  dare  say 
you.  Doctor,  woUld  be  so  obliging  as  to 
mye  the  General  the  meetin":  at  Falmouth> 
since  you  and  him  were  formerly  ac- 
'quainted  ;  and  you  could  soften  and  pre- 
pare him  for  the  melancholy  intelligence 
of  my  grandfather's  death,  much  better 
than  were  I  to  address  him  in  writing; — 
and,  in  his  state  of  health,  the  demise  of  so 
old  a  friend  cannot  be  broke  too-  cau- 
tiously/' 

''  Yoii 
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*'  You  are  very  right,  my  dear  pupil;— 
and  I  am  very  ready  to  undertake  the  jour- 
ney. As  he  may  not  immediately  recollect 
such  an  insignificant  teing  as  myself,  you 
must  favour  me  with  a  few  lines  of  intro- 
duction to  him  ;  though  that,  upon  reflec- 
tion, will  be  telling  him  at  once  that  his 
brother  in-law  is  no  more  ;  so  I  must  e'en 
introduce  myself  as  an  ambassador  from  the 
Marquis  of  Endermay,  and,  by  degrees, 
inform  him,  that,  should  his  daughter  ap- 
pear as  amiable  in  your  eyes  a  she  does  in 
his,  that  she  will  be  a  Marchioness  imme- 
diately." 

"  As  I  am  well  convinced  that  you  will 
act  with  your  accustomed  prudence,  Doc- 
toKj  I  shall  give  you  a  carte  blanche.  But  sup- 
pose you  drive  to  the  India  House  this 
morning,  and  enquire  when  the  fleet  is 
expected,  or  shall  I  ?'* 

"  There  is  no  need,  as  I  have  an  intimate 
friend  who  is  an  India  Director,  whom  I 
ought  to  have  called  upon  ere  this.  I  will 
do  so  this  evening,  and,  from  him,  I  shall 

learn 
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learn  all  we  wish  to  know ;  and  should  I 
be  detained  at  Falmouth,  I  will  finish  Jii- 
liano's  eventful  tale,  during  my  stay 
there." 

*'  Do  SO;,  my  dear  Doctor,  since,  though 
he  assures  me  he  is  very  comfortable,  and 
seems  very  happy,   I  shall  not   feel  com- 
pletely so,  till  his  birth  is  ascertained  ;  but 
I  wish,   meanwhile,  as  w^e   are  alone,   that 
you  would  give  me  a  short  abstract  of  Ge- 
neral Umfreville's  family  history,   since  I 
merely  knew,   before   his  letter  came    to 
hand,  that  I  had  such  a  relation,   who  had 
gone  to  India  to  retrieve  his  fortune  :  as  I 
never  heard  my  grandfather  mention  his 
wife,    of  course  I  did  not  know  he  had 
any  children  ;  nor  did  I  presume  he  ever 
intended  to  return  :  so,  in  the  first  place, 
how  old  is  he  ?'* 

''  lie  must  be  upwards  of  sixty,  I  should 
suppose,  about  his  grand  climacteric.  He 
w^as  several  years  younger  than  his  sister, 
and  he  was  upwards  of  thirty  when  he  went 
to  India,  resolved  to  return  a  nabob,  or  to 

lose 
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lose  his  life  in  attempting  to  retrieve  his 
fortune;  therefore,  as  he  rose  very  rapidly^ 
and  has  been  upon  various  military  em* 
bassies  to  many  of  the  native  Princes, 
which  is  a  very  speedy  method  of  making 
money,  I  have  been  told,  and  was,  besides^ 
■a  General  at  the  taking  of  Seringapatam> 
I  dare  say  he  has  honourably  realized  an 
immense  fortune,  which  will,  I  presume^ 
center  in  the  young  lady  he  wishes  you  to 
marry,  whose  mother,  a  Scotswoman  by 
birlh,  went  out  to  India,  to  a  distant  rela- 
tion, in  consequence  of  her  father's  failure^ 
who  was  a  merchant  of  some  eminence, 
and  who  had  given  her  a  very  superior 
education  ;  and  as  she  was  extremely  hand- 
some, her  friends,  for  her  father  did  not 
long  survive  his  misfortune,  sent  her  to 
better  her  fortune  in  the  Eastern  market. 

^'  The  General  had  been  about  ten 
years  in  India  when  she  arrived;  and  as 
he  was  looking  out  for  a  wife^  he  soon  de- 
clared himself  her  lover,  and  she  became 
Mrs.  Umfreville,     They  had  several  other 

children. 
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children,  but  the  eldest  daughter  is  now  the 
only  surviver,  who   was  Teamed  after  your 
mother,  though  she  was  no  more  when  she 
%vas  born ;    but  the  General  is  extremely- 
partial  to  the  family  of  Endermay  ;  there- 
fore his  daughter  was  christened  Zara,   and 
his  eldest  son  Montrose  ;  and  i  think  he  had 
a  Malcolm.     Be  that  as  it  may,  as  he  was 
resolved  not  to  return  home  till  he  could 
vie  with  his  brother-in-law  in  point  of  ex- 
penditure, he  did  not  chuse  either  his  wife 
or  children  should  precede  him   to  Eng^ 
land,  though  probably  his  sons  might  have 
been  spared  to  him,  had  he  sent  them  hi- 
ther; and  I  dare  say   his  wife  would  still 
have  been  living,   had  he  suffered  her  to 
return  when  she  was  first  attacked  with  the 
nervous  complaint,   which  terminated  her 
existence  about  three  years  ago,  and  which, 
I  am  fearful,  was  brought  on  by   fretting, 
under  the  galling  yoke  which  he  imposed 
upon  her,  as  I  have  heard  a  gentleman,  who 
knew  him  in  India,  declare,  that  Mrs.  Urn- 
freville  trembled  before  him^  and,  from  my 

previous 
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previous  knowledge  of  him,  I  dare  say  he 
spoke  the  truth. 

*'  She  was,  however,  spared,  till  her 
daughter's  education  was  nearly  com- 
pleted, he  wrote  your  grandfather;  and 
The  governess  who  assisted  informing  Miss 
Umfreville's  mind  has  since  supplied  her 
place;  and  I  think  I  may  venture  to  say, 
the  young  lady's  temper  has  not  been 
spoiled  by  indulgence  ;  whether  it  may  not 
have  been  soured  by  too  great  severity,  I 
shall  not  take  upon  me  to  decide,  till  I 
have  seen  her.  But  to  return  to  the  Ge- 
neral.— He  has  long  since  cleared  his  Scots 
estate  from  the  heavy  mortgages  he  had 
incumbered  it  with  ;  and  as  it  is  now  ex- 
tremely well  let,  I  dare  say  it  brings  him 
in  a  large  income.  There  is  a  very  good 
house  upon  it ;  but  I  was  never  there,  and 
I  cannot  suppose  he  will  spend  much  of 
his  time  there,  should  he  be  in  tolerable 
health  when  he  arrives,  as  it  is  not  very 
pleasantly  situated,  and  by  no  means  in  a 
good  or  a  populous  neighbourhood  :  but 

he 
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ht  \viH  enter  into  every  detail,  when  you 
require  to  see  his  rent-roll ;  and  I  have  told 
you  all  I  know,  and  have  ever  heard,  re- 
specting his  family." 

'*  You  have  greatly  obliged  me.  Doctor; 
and  I  will  now  take  a  ride  for  an  hour,  as 
I  shall  devote  my  evening  to  literature  and 
Juliano,  while  you  visit  your  old  friend  ;" 
and  thus,  for  the  present,  the  Doctor  and 
our  hero  parted. 


CHAP.  viir. 


The  following  morning,  when  they  met  at 
breakfast,  the  Doctor  told  our  hero  that 
the  India  fleet  was  expected  in  a  week  or 
ten  days  at  farthest,  and  it  was  possible  it 
VOL.  HI,  K  inight 
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might  coirie  in  much  sooner ;  therefore, 
for  fear  the  General  should  reach  Falmouth 
before  the  Doctor,  if  he  delayed  his  jour- 
ney, he  proposed  setting  off  the  following 
morning,  since  he  could  but  wait  his  ar- 
rival, should  he,  as  seemed  probable^  ar- 
rive there  first. 
'  The  Marquis  approved  of  his  intention  ; 
adding^ — ''  That  he  should  make  him  the 
bearer  of  a  letter  to  the  General,  which  he 
might  give  him,  when  he  had  prepared  him 
to  receive  it." 

"  You  do  not  mean,  I  presume,  to  enter 
into  any  conditional  engagements  respec- 
ting the  fair  Zara  ?''  gaily  asked  the  Doctor. 

''  I  shall  submit  my  letter  to  your  in- 
spection. As  I  shall  not  even  touch  upon 
the  duplicate  letter,  you  must  inform  him 
how  we  learned  that  he  was  expected  in 
England  ;  and  I  am  convinced  that  you  will 
answer  all  his  questions  respecting  me  with 
your  accustomed  discretion,  and  I  shall  pay 
my  respects  to  him  as  soon  as  he  arrives  in 
London ;  so  I  shall  leave  you  to  prepare 

for 
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for  your  journey,  as  I  am  going  into  Poii:- 
land-place/'  where  he  found  the  whole  fa- 
mily at  home,  Lord  Dunluce  lamenting  not 
having  yet  seen  his  dear  grandmama, 

''She  will  of  course  not  appear  in  pubr- 
lic  till  after  she  has  been  presented/*  said 
Lady  Algernon,  "  which  she  is  to  be  next 
Thursday.  I  shall  not  go  to  court.  Shall 
you.  Marquis?" 

*'  I  am  sure  I  would,  in  my  cousin's 
place,"  cried  Lord  Dunluce,  "  just  to  re- 
mind the  circle  of  my  relationship  to  the 
bride." 

''I  am  not  so  maliciously  disposed,  Dun- 
luce ;  but  you  will  see  her  on  that  day,  as 
you  dine  in  St.  James's-square,  I  suppose." 
."  I  do;  but  I  had  much  rather  see  her 
at  St.  James's." 

By  way  of  changing  the  conversation, 
our  hero  mentioned  having  received 
a  letter  intended  for  his  late  ,  grand- 
father, from  General  Umfreville;  but 
entered  into  no  details,  merely  observing, 
that  Dr.  Campbell  had  kindly  resolved   to 
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give  the  nabob  the  meeting,  to  prevent 
his  being  abruptly  informed  of  the  death 
of  the  late  Lord  Endermay. 

''  Both  you  and  the  Doctor  seem  resolved 
to  act  with  your  usual  consideration/'  re* 
plied  the  Earl.-—*'  I  have  heard  of  General 
Umfreville  ;  but  he  left  England  before  I 
made  my  appearance  upon  the  stage  of 
fashion  ;  therefore  I  never  saw  him,  though 
I  have  heard  him  mentioned  as  having  led 
the  tori  in  his  time ;  and  if  I  mistake  not, 
he  was  in  habits  of  intimacy  with  my  fa- 
ther/' 

Probably  the  Earl  would  have  pursued 
the  subject,  if  Lord  Dunluce  had  not  ex- 
claimed— *'  I  had  like  to  have  forgotten 
the  circumstance.  Marquis;  but  who  do 
you  think  I  met  at  the  opera  last  night  ? — 
the  pretty  girl  I  was  so  near  shooting  at 
Chedworth,  and  her  cousin,  the  rector's 
daughter.  They  enquired  after  you  ;  and 
I  told  them  1  was  convinced  that  you  would 
greatly  regret  not  having  accompanied  me; 
in  short,  did  the  honoufs  for  you  so  hand- 
somely. 
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somely,  tliat  if  you  are  inclined  to  visit 
them  in  Bedford-square,  where  Mr.  Mel- 
bourne resides,  I  am  convinced  they  will 
be  very  glad  to  see  you.'* 

"  I  feel  myself  infinitely  obliged  to  you/* 
replied  the  laughing  Marquis;  ''  but  I  can 
have  no  preterxe  for  intruding  upon  the 
fair  friends,  except  Dr.  Murray  is  in  town. 
Did  you  enquire  ?'* 

*'  I  did  ;  but  he  did  not  chuse  to  leave 
his  flock  exposed  to  the  wiles  of  Padre  Be- 
nedetto, T  suppose,  as  he  and  Mrs.  Murray 
remain  at  Chedvvorrh,  and  Miss  Murrav  re- 
turns  thither  in  another  fortnight/* 

''  Why  you  seem  to  have  had  a  verv  long 
conversation  with  these  ladies,'*  remarked 
the  Countess.  ^ 

''  My  dear  mama,  remember  how  near  I 
was  kiHing  one  of  them,  and  then  think 
whether  I  did  not  owe  her  a  little  public 
notice;  it  may  give  the  fashionable  lassie 
consequence  ;  and  I  assure  you  she  looked 
like  one  of  us.  Miss  Murray  continues 
stiff  and  formal,  else  the  party  they  were 
K  3  with 
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Avith  were  very  genteel ;  and  I  nndersiantl 
Charlotte  Melbourne  is  considered  as  an 
heiress,  and  has  thirty  thousand  pounds  in- 
dependant  of  her  father." 

The  Earl  paid  but  little  attention  to 
what  his  son  said ;  but  our  hero,  who  soon 
took  his  leave,  thought  it  not  improbable 
that  this  unexpected  meeting  had  roused 
his  flighty  cousin's  long  dormant  passion 
for  the  banker's  daughter.  Not  feeling 
authorised,  hovvxver,  to  put  the  question 
to  him,  he  merely  resolved  to  avoid  being 
his  confident,  and  to  be  distantly  polite  to 
the  young  ladies,  should  he  meet  them  in 
public,  since,  though  he  had  seen  much  to 
admire  in  Miss  Murray,  he  had  not  seen 
enough  to  induce  him  to  transplant  her 
into  the  world  of  fashion. 

The  following  morning  the  Doctor  set 
off  for  Falmouth,  and  our  hero  paid  a  visit 
to  Juliano,  who,  by  his  express  desire,  fre- 
quently breakfasted  with  him  in  Arlington- 
street  •  and  had  not  prudence  restrained 
him,  he  would,  long  since,  have  insisted 

upon 
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upon  his  becoming  his  inmate,  feeling 
more  and  more  convinced^  every  time  they 
met,  that  they  were  really  brothers.  In- 
deed there  was,  at  times,  a  great  resem- 
blance between  them,  though  the  one  was 
a  fair,  the  other  a  dark  man.  They  were, 
however,  nearly  of  a  height,  and  both 
seemed  to  have  inherited  the  symmetry  of 
form  which  had  so  conspicuously  distin- 
guished the  late  Lord  William  Albany. 

Juliano,  though  much  stouter  than  when 
he  left  the  Priory,  was  not  of  so  athletic  a 
make  as  the  young  Highlander,  for  whom 
his  attachment  was  already  more  than  fra- 
ternal ;  and  he  looked  forward,  with  joyful 
expectation,  to  becoming  his  inmate  at 
Montrose  Castle ;  and  would  readily,  as  he 
frequently  said,  agree  to  leave  Father  Be- 
nedetto to  the  reproaches  of  his  own  con- 
science, if/ by  so  doing,  he  could  ensure  a 
continuance  of  his  benefactor's  regard, 
who  had  succeeded  in  convincing  him  that 
he  could  have  nothing  farther  to  fear  from 
the  old  hypocrite,  even  admitting  they 
K  4  were 
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M'ere  obliged  to  attack  him  in  law.  By  t?i« 
Marquis's  express  desire,  he  took  daily  les- 
•sons  of  riding,  from  a  very  celebrated  mas- 
ter, as  he  wished  him  ti  appear  \ith  eclat, 
should  he,  as  he  fully  hoped  and  expected^ 
be  proved  to  be  an  Albany. 

Lord  Algernon  was  no  less  kindly  inte- 
rested in  his  concerns;  and  it  was  resolved 
to  submit  his  case  to  the  crown  lawyers, 
the  moment  the  Doctor  return^ed  to  town, 
and  then  to  have  the  prior,  admitting  they 
could  find  him,  secured  or  not,  as  they  ad- 
vised. Our  hero  was  therefore  grieved  to 
-receive  a  letter  from  his  worthy  tutor,  which 
informed  him  that  he  feared  he  should  be 
detained  at  least  a  week  at  Falmouth,  as  the 
fleet  was  not  yet  even  in  sight ;  though, 
from  the  accounts  of  some  fast-sailing  ves- 
sels, which  were  just  come  in,  and  who  had 
spoke  them,  it  was  suipposed  they  would 
be  off  the  Lizard  in  a  few  days,  except  the 
wind  changed,  and  prevented  them  from 
entering  the  Channel ;  and,  with  this  ac- 
count, the  Marquis  was  obliged  to  content 

him&elf^ 
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bimselC  though  he  became  extremely  im- 
patient for  the  Doctor's  return. 

On  the  Saturday  after  his  departure,  the 
Earl  received  a  letter  from  Lady  Winifred, 
for  whom  he  had  taken  a  house  in  Wel- 
beck-street,  which  announced  her  inten- 
tion of  being  in  toWn  the  ensuing  week, 
requesting  that  every  thing  might  be  pre- 
pared for  her  reception  ;  and  promising  to 
write  agarn,  to  let  his  Lordship  know  when 
he  might  expect  her. 

Sincerely  did  our  hero  wish  she  had  re- 
mained in  the  country  till  Juliano's  claims 
had  been  discussed  ;  but  as  that  might  be  a 
work  of  time,  as  the  Earl  observed,  he  was 
rather  pleased  that  Belthorpe  would  pro- 
bably be  in  town  when  they  commenced 
their  attack  upon  the  monk,  who  might  be 
the  more  puzzled  hov/  to  evade  their  en- 
quiries ;  declaring  that  he  should  not 
besorry.  Lord  Derwent  would,  by  thrs; 
means,  participate  in  the  mortification  they 
had  both  of  them  experienced,  when  intro- 
duced to  Algernon  Albany. 

K  5  .The 
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The  following  Thursday,  as  had  been 
previously  settled^  the  Marchioness  of  Der- 
went,  whose  person  had  been  decorated  by 
the  first  people  in  the  line,  made  her  first 
appearance  at  court ;  and,  thanks  to  the  in- 
structions of  her  Lord,  and  to  those  of  Lady 
Algernon,  who  had,  upon  second  thoughts, 
and  at  the  old  Marquis's  earnest  request, 
agreed  to  accompany  her  to  court,  she 
acquitted  herself  better  than  might  have 
been  expected ;  and  certainly  did  not  ap- 
pear deficient,  in  point  of  assurance,  nor 
disconcerted  at  attracting  general  notice. 

Our  hero  had  not  accompanied  his  uncle, 
well  convinced  that  his  grandfather  would 
feel  himself  more  comfortable  in  his  ab* 
sence.  The  old  Peer  was,  nevertheless, 
teazed  with  repeated  enquiries  respecting 
his  elegant  grandson,  because  it  was  never 
more  obvious  that  he  was  ashamed  of  his 
title  of  grandpapa  ;  he  had  therefore  taken 
care  to  invite  none  but  his  intimate  friends 
to  dine  with  him  upon  this  memorable  oc- 
casion^ as  two  of  his  grandchildren  were  to 

be 
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ibe  of  the  party  ;  and  our  hero  was  com- 
pleting his  toilette^  between  six  and  seven, 
when,  to  his  infinite  astonishment,  not  hav- 
ing expected  to  have  seen  him  before  Sa- 
turday at  soonest,  as  Lady  Winifred  had 
not  written  again  to  Lord  Algernon,  who 
should  burst  into  his  dressing-room,  with 
the  s.ervant,  who  had  come  forward  to  an- 
nounce him,  but  Algernon  Albany,  in 
propria  persona,  exclaiming,  as  he  ad- 
"vanced — ''  Here  I  am,  brother,  the  Lord 
be  praised  ! — safe  and  sound,  as  you  per- 
ceive, an*d  miohtily  pleased  with  what  I 
have  seen  of  London.  Belthorpe  put  me 
into  a  coach,  and  bid  the  man  drive  me 
here,  which  .he  did,  as  pat  as  if  he  had  been 
here  a  hundred  times  before.  Why  you 
look  quite  the  thing  !  I  hope  you  are  not 
going  out.'* 

Malcolm  could  not  refuse  his  profTbred 
hand,  though  he  certainly  did  not  parlicl'- 
pate  in  hissatisfaction,  but  said,  in  reply  to 
his  question — "  I  am  very  sorry  it  so  hap- 
pened, but  I  am  engaged  to  dine  at  Der- 
K  G  went 
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went  House,  therefore  cannot  think  of 
•sending  an  excuse^  great  as  %vill  be  my  loss, 
since  I  shall  be  deprived  of  your  company. 
But  how  is  Lady  William  and  my  sister?— 
Lady  Winifred  is  in  town,  I  presume  ?" 

"  Not  she,  indeed,  nor  will  she  be  before 
to-morrow  at  dinner.  She  sent  me  and  Bel- 
thorpe  forward,  to  have  every  thing  put  in 
apple-pie  order  against  she  arrived.  There 
is  to  be  fires  made  in  every  room  of  the 
house,  and  the  beds  are  to  be  warmed  at 
least  a  dozen  times  between  this  and  to- 
morrow, and  are  to  be  slept  in  to-night : 
but  you  do  not  seem  in  good  spirits;  ant 
you  well  ?'* 

''  Never  better,  I  give  you  my  honour. — 
I  was  merely  attentive,  not  grave.  You 
left  Mr.  Langhton  and  Lady  William  well, 
Ihope?'* 

"  They  made  no  complaints ;  so  I  sup- 
pose so  :  but  I  hoped  to  have  occasioned 
you  an  agreeable  surprise,  and  I  am  fearful 
you  thought  I  made  too  free.'* 

*'  By  no  means/'  crie4  our  hero,  angry 
6  to 
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to  find  thai  his  countenance  was  so  true  a  a 
index  of  his -heart,  and  resolved  not  to 
give  the  poor  fellow,  who  was  certainly 
not  to  blame,  any  reason  to  doubt  his 
friendship  or  his  hospitality;  repeating  that 
he  was  very  sorry  it  so  happened  he  was 
under  the  necessitv  of  leavino:  home  al- 
most  immediately.  ''But  where  is  Mr.  Bel- 
thorpe  ?"  he  asked. 

.  "  Oh,  I  left  him  in  possession  of  our 
apartments,  though  I  believe  I  did  not 
write  you  word  that  a  lodging  had  been 
engaged  for  us,  at  a  friend  of  the  Padre's, 
or  rather  of  his  factotum,  Francisco's,  in 
Frith-street,  Soho;  and  there  I  left  him,  as  I 
was  all  impatience  to  see  you;  so  as  soon 
as  I  had  appeased  my  hunger,  I  posted  hi- 
ther; and  now  here  you  are  going  out.  I 
wish  I  had  let  you  know  when  you  might 
have  expected  me  : — but  do  tell  me  how 
the  old  boy  and  his  new-married  hdy  ga 
on  ?  Why  they  say  she  is  not  more  than 
seventeen,  and  he  is  upwards  of  seventy  !— 
Lord,  if  you   had  but    seen    grandfather 

Langhton's 
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Langhton*s  face^  when  mother  read  him 
your  letter,  in  which  you  mentioned  the 
marriage,  you  would  never  have  forgotten 
him ;  he  thought  you  was  making  fun  of 
us  at  first,  and  I  got  myself  affronted  for 
saying  my  grandfather  Derwent  had  a 
colt's  tooth  in  his  head  yet.  The  Pa- 
dre too*k  my  part,  else  I  wish  we  had 
not  quarrelled,  for  the  old  fellow  is 
grown  monstrous  touchy  of  late.  The 
Father,  however,  always  brought  me  off 
wnth  flying  colours;  yet  sometimes  he  was 
as  ready  to  snap  my  nose  off  as  ever  the 
old  gentleman  appeared  to  be,  particularly 
if  I  pulled  a  face,  and  wondered  what  could 
have  become  of  his  poor  nephew.  Then 
he  would  bounce  like  a  parched  pea,  and 
revile  me  for  reminding  him  of  his  misfor- 
tunes ;  but  he  deserved  no  other,  he  said, 
and  I  was  an  ungrateful  wretch,  and  devoid 
of  common  feeling  ;  for  no  news  has  traij.^. 
spired  respecting  Mad  Tom,  so  of  coui^ae 
he  is  dead ;  and  if  his  carcase  was  e^er 
found,  whv  no  one  knew  where  rfe  be- 

longed  ; 
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longed ;  so  I  suppose  they  dug  a  hole,  and 
popped  him  in.  Belthorpe  knows  the  old 
man  only  wishes  that  could  be  ascertained; 
so  to  spite  him,  I  was  always  hoping  we 
should  hear  of  his  having  fallen  into  good 
hands,  till  I  used  to  work  the  old  fellow  to 
an  oil,  who  will  leave  his  savings  to  some 
charity,  when  he  dies^  I  should  riot  won- 
der, except  Belthorpe  cants  him  oi.t  of  a 
trifle.  But^  would  you  believe  it,  mother 
has  fretted  about  Tom  Fool  almost  as  much 
as  the  Padre,  and  so  has  grandfather,  who. 
sighs  and  groans,  and  turns  up  his  eyes  like 
a  duck  in  thunder;  then  hopes  he  shall 
be  forgiven,  if  he  should  have  come  to  an 
untimely  end  ;  and  were  it  known  that  he 
was  dead,  I  dare  say  there  would  be  a  mass 
xaid  daily  for  the  repose  of  his  soul,  when, 
as  I  say,  a  madman  cannot  suffer  like  a  per- 
son in  their  senses ;  but  there  they  will 
have  it  I  have  no  feeling ;  so  I  am  glad  I  have 
turned  my  back  on  them  all ;  though  1 
love  my  mother,  for  she  has  been  always 
very  kind  to  me ;  and  as  for  Rose,  I  do  be- 
lieve. 
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lieve,  \vhen  it  came  to  the  pointy,  she  had  as 
leave  have  staid  behind,  for  she  took  on 
monstrously.  Grandfather  cried  too  for 
company,  and  said  she  was  a  good  girl,  and 
he  had  no  fear  of  her  being  led  astray  in 
this  wicked  place ;  and  what  surprised  me 
more  than  any  thing,  Lady  Winifred  was 
pleased  to  see  she  regretted  leaving  the 
Priory,  when.  Lord  !  I  could  have  danced 
and  sung  for  very  joy/* 

'f  Very  possibly  ;  but  did  you  travel  with 
Lady  Winifred  ?*'  asked  our  hero,  who  de- 
voutly hoped  his  vulgar  unfeeling  visitor 
might  be  the  person  he  so  kindly  styled 
Mad  Tom. 

'•  No,  her  Ladyship  did  not  require  any 
guard  but  her  servants,  she  said;  so  we 
came  up  in  post-chaises  ;  and,  as  I  told  you 
before,  as  soon  as  I  had  swallowed  my  din- 
ner, I  drove  to  see  vou.  Are  we  in  a  fa- 
shionable  part  of  the  town,  pray?  Kdid 
not  see  many  carriages  about,  but  the 
houses  seem  tolerably  good,  though  it  was 
dusk  when  we  arrived/' 

''  You 
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'*  You  are  in  a  very  respectable  situa- 
tion, I  make  no  doubt;  and  lodgings 
are  not  always  to  be  met  \vith  in  the  most 
fashionable  streets,  and  are  besides  exor- 
bitantly dear,  which  might  have  been  an 
objection  to  Mr.  Langhton  You  have 
also  the  advantage  of  being  near  a  Catholic 
chapel." 

"  Which  I  shall  not  often  trouble,  ex- 
cept on  Sundays ;  we  have  praying  enough 
at  home." 

*^^  That  is  a  point  I  shall  leave  you  to 
settle  with  Belthorpe ;  but  shall  I  order  tea 
for }  ou,  since  you  have  dined,  and  I  must 
be  goiiig  ?  Will  you  and  your  tutor  break- 
fast with  me  to  morrow  morning  ?'* 

^'With  all  my  heart ;  I  will  be  sworn  B. 
has  no  engagement;  so  what  is  your 
hour?" 

"  Ten  in  general ;  but  sometimes  f  make 
it  near  eleven,  if  I  sit  up  late." 

"  I  will  rouse  you  by  ten  to-morrow, 
however,  as  I  shall  be  charming  and  snap- 
pish by  that  time,  if  the  London  air  does 

not 
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not  fake  away  my  appetite  :  but  I  had  ra- 
ther return  home  to  tea^  as  I  told  B.  I 
should,  if  you  were  from  home  ;  my  hack 
is  in  waiting." 

''  Let  my  servants  discharge  it^  as  you 
can  set  me  down,  and  then  my  chariot  can 
take  you  home.'' 

''  What  a  bright  thought,  brother  1  for 
who  knows  but  I  may  be  taken  for  my 
Lord  Marquis,  after  I  have  set  you  down? 
But  here — faith,  I  had  like  to  have  forgat 
half  my  errand — here  is  a  letter  from  my 
mother,  and  I  have  a  message  as  long  as  my 
arm,  from  grandfather  and  the  Padre;  but 
you  have  no  time  to  listen  to  their  pala- 
ver now.  Rose  desired  also  to  be  remem- 
bered to  you." 

The  Marquis's  carriage  being,  however, 
in  waiting,  as  it  was  upon  the  stroke  of 
seven,  he  led  the  \^ay  to  it,  and,  in  a  very 
few  minutes^  they  drove  up  to  Derwent 
House. 

"  Well,  it  was  hardly  worth  while  to  have 
stepped  into  a  carriage  for  such  a  bit  of  a 

way/' 
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way/'  said  the  unpolished  rustic^  while  the 
servants  were  opening  the  door  of  the 
chariot. — "  I  only  wish  I  was  smart  enough 
to  go  in  with  you,  for  I  do  lou^  to  sec  niy 
beautiful  grandmama." 

"  I  wish  I  dared  take  you  in  my  hand/* 
was  our  hero's  reply^  bidding  him  fare- 
well, and  telh'ng  his  servants  where  to  drive. 

Owing  to  this  unexpected  visitor^  he  was 
the  last  guest  who  arrived  in  St.  James's- 
square,  therefore  had  no  opportunity  of 
telling  his  uncle  how  agreedbly  he  had  been 
surprised  about  half  an  hour  before.  Hav- 
ing paid  his  devoirs  to  the  bride  and  bride- 
groom, who  had  certainly  both  taken  un- 
common pains  to  look  to  advantage,  and 
who  had,  i-n  many  respects,  succeeded, 
he  was  approaching  Lady  Algernon,  when 
he  was  intercepted  by  Lord  Dunluce,  who, 
drawing  him  on  one  side,  said,  in  an  au- 
dible whisper — ^'  I  have  positively  broken 
the  tenth  commandment,  since  I  have  seen 
my  grandmother — d-v  1— h  lucky  her  pic- 
ture did  not  fall  in  my  way  before  I  saw  the 

original^ 
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original^  ekelshould  have  pined  myself  tt> 
death,  the  victim  of  a  hopeless  passion^ 
for  she  is  positively  handsomer  than  Char- 
lotte Mclbuiij  nc  ,  and  I  dare  say  she  will  be 
ten  times  more  cried  up :  the  old  beau 
^vill  soon  be  jealous  ;  for  I  hear  she  was 
very  much  admired  at  vSr.  James's,  and  that 
she  enquired  why  Lord  Endermay  was  not 
in  the  circle  ,*  so  she  is  not  ashamed  of  the 
relationship,  if  her  caro  sposo  is  :  but  I 
hope  you  will  not  be  so  wicked  as  to  for- 
get the  respect  so  much  her  due  ;  but  yoii 
have  no  taste  for  quizzino-,  else  how  you 
might  ivoiiriaie  the  old  gentleman  !  But  I 
have  not  done  with  you  yet.  Now  do  not 
look  grave  ;  I  must  rattle  ;  and  surely,  if 
grandpapa  wants  a  plaything  in  his  old 
age,  I  may  be  allowed  to  gingle  the  bells  of 
my  fool's-cap  now  and  then.  But  to  be  se-^ 
rious — -just  as  we  were  leaving  Portland- 
place,  the  Earl  and  Countess  having  re- 
turned home  from  St.  James's,  to  alter 
their  dress,  who  should  be  shewn  in  but 
Parson  Belthorpe,  with  a  letter  from  Lady 

Winifred, 
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Winifred,  who  is  fearful  she  shall  catch  her 
death  of  cold  in  this  chilly  atmosphere,  and 
others  from  the  Priory  ;  he  was  obliged  to 
shorten  his  visits  as  it  was  getting  late,  so 
he  could  not  enter  into  many  details. — I 
merely  understood  that  he  was  never  to 
lose  sight  of  his  pupil ;  but  I  would  ven- 
ture any  bet,  that  I  will  contrive  his  pupil 
shall  lose  sight  of  him  ;  and  I  am  much 
mistaken  if  Algernon,  bigot  as  he  is,  does 
not  come  into  my  plan.  Have  you  seen 
him  ?  for  I  think  the  tutor  said  he  was 
gone  into  Arlington-street/' 

''He  came  in  just  as  I  was  leaving  home, 
which  made  me  so  late  ;  but  I  hope^  my 
dear  Dunluce,  you  will  not  lead  him  into 
any  errors.'* 

''  Errors  !  why  you  mistake  your  cha- 
racter. Marquis;  you  are  not  my  grand- 
father. Now  do  cast  your  eyes  in  that 
glass,  and  that  will  tell  you  that  you  are  a 
fine  young  fellow  of  four-and-twenty,  and 
a  soldier— not  a  priest ;  so  leave  preaching 
to  those  who  make  a  trade  oT  it;  and  re- 
collect 
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collect  that  Algernon  has  come  to  London 
to  see  a  little  of  life,  therefore  it  would  be 
shameful  in  us  to  suffer  him  to  return  as 
ignorant  as  he  came.  I  could  not  answer 
it  to  my  conscience ;  you  may  do  as  you 
please." 

"  But,  my  dear  mad-brained  cousin,  only 
suffer  me  to  intreat  you  will  not  give  him 
too  great  a  relish  for  dissipation^  as  you 
may,  with  the  best  intentions  in  the  world, 
be  doing  him  a  serious  injury  ;  and  you 
will  particularly  oblige  me,  if  you  suffer 
him  to  follow  the  bent  of  his  own  inclina- 
tions, and  the  advice  of  his  Mentor;  since, 
were  he  to  fall  under  the  serious  displea- 
sure of  his  grandfather  Langhton,  there  is 
no  knowing  what  might  be  the  conse- 
quence.'* 

"  Why  that  is  very  true  ;  so  give  me 
your  hand,  and  I  give  you  my  word  I  will 
only  take  upon  me  to  reform  his  wardrobe; 
for  I  believe  he  takes  more  after  J^ord 
Oglehi/,  alias  Lord  Derwent,  who  would  not 
enjoy  being  called  grandpapa,  than  aft*r 

that 
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that  pious  old  soul,  Mr.  Langhton  ;  and,  to 
tell  you  the  real  truth — excuse  my  frank- 
ness— I  am  fearful  that,  with  the  strange 
confined  education  he  has  received,  and  hia 
obvious  deficiencies  in  point  of  petit  es  mo- 
7\deSj  in  addition  to  his  heavy,  not  to  say 
awkward  figure,  and  to  the  queer  supersti- 
tious notions  he  has  imbibed  from  the 
Padre,  that  he  will  never  do  credit  to  the 
name  of  Albany.'* 

"  Then  do  not  endeavour  to  render  him 
ridiculous,**  was  the  reply ;  "  nor  to  ren- 
der his  deficiences  more  glaring  ;'*  and  as 
our  hero  was  still  less  prepossessed  in  the 
rustic's  favour,  he  sincerely  hoped  that  it 
would  soon  be  proved  he  had  no  right 
to  the  name  of  Albany,  which  he  might 
disgrace,  but  upon  which  he  would  cer- 
tainly never  confer  any  additional  lustre  ; 
still,  had  he  not  felt  assured  that  he  was 
not  even  related  to  him.,  he  would  have 
endeavoured  to  have  given  a  little  polish 
to  his  manners,  and  to  have  corrected  some 
of  his  vulgarisms ;  but^  as  matters  stood,  he 

did 


f]6  ianghton  priory. 

did  not  feel  inclined  to  commence  Mentor, 
A  summons  to  dinner  broke  in  npon 
his  reflections;  and  it  may  be  supposed 
that  the  repast  was  suitable  to  the  occasion. 
The  Marquis  of  Derwent  was  in  excellent 
spirits,  and  did  the  honours  of  his  house 
with  the  politeness  of  the  old  Court;  and 
considering  it  was  her  first  appearance  in 
high  life,  the  Marchioness  acquitted  herself 
extremely  well ;  and  every  one  present  were 
inclined  to  make  every  allowance  for  her 
that  her  caro  sposo  could  have  desired, 
whose  looks  she  certainly  consulted  more 
than  once ;  and,  upon  an  imperceptible 
sign  of  his,  she  retired  with  the  ladies;  and, 
in  less  than  half  an  hour,  some  of  the  gen- 
tlemen followed  their  example,  among 
whom  were  our  hero  and  Lord  Algernon, 
who  thus  contrived  to  have  a  few  minutes 
conversation,  v/hen  they  agreed  merely  to 
invite  the  rustic  and  his  tutor  to  join  their 
family  parties,  Mr.  Langhton  having  in- 
deed sent  a  very  polite  message  to  the 
Earl;  expressive  of  a   wish  that  he  might 

not. 


liDt,  at  least  at  present,  be  introduced  at 
courtj  nor,  as  little  as  could  be  a,voided, 
into  'fashionable  life,  as  he  ^ent  him  ,tp 
Lopdon  to.be  introduced  to  every, branch 
of  his  father^s  faprily,  but  not  to, mix  ->^ith 
the  gay  world  ;  and  they  ,were  resolved  tp 
conform  very  strictly  to  his  wishes,  and  to 
l^ave  him  totally  to  the  controul  of  Bel- 
thorpe,  wl\o  h^d  doubtless ^rece^ived  pi^jvate 
instructions  to  keep  him  out  of  temptation. 

Having  thus  settled  their  future  mode 
of  <!:oncUict  towards  t)ie  innocent  usurp^r^ 
for  whom  they  were  both  resolved  to  pro- 
vide, in  case  their  most  sanguine  hope/ 
.were  realized,  they  mixed  in  .the  gerveral 
conversation,  as  all  the  ladies,  not  even.qxr 
cepting  the  bride,  were  extremely  ,auxjpu;s 
to  attract  the  attention  of  the  Scots  Mar- 
quis, a  title  the  company  chose  to-di^* 
tinguish  our  hero  by,  not  to  shock  the  ears 
of  the  founder  of  the  feast,  by  alluding  to 
their  relationship.  The  bride  was  there- 
fore the  only  person  who  mentioned  the 
word  grandson,  by  which  name  she  more 

VOL.  III.  .     L  than 
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than  once  nddressed  oiu*  hero,  in  a  very 
familicir  tone  ;  but  he  shrunk  from  her  ad- 
\ances^  as  the  sly  expression,  which  her 
eyes  often  assumed,  had  made  a  very  dis- 
agreeable impression  upon  him,  and  led  him 
to  fear  that  she  would  soon  give  more  en- 
couragement than  her  ancient  husband 
'would  approve  of,  to  the  many  men  of 
fashion  who  would  notice  her,  on  purpose 
to  perplex  the  old  gentleman.  But  should 
she  once  rouse  his  jealousy,  he  was  well 
convinced  that  she  would  be  strictly  im- 
mured in  the  country,  under  the  care  of 
some  watchful  duenna,  who  would  effec- 
tually prevent  her  going  astray.  The  day 
went  off,  however,  better  than  many  of  the 
party  expected ;  and,  at  a  late  hour,  the 
companv  separated,  apparently  extremely 
well  pleased  with  their  entertainment. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.  IX. 


Though  our.  hero  had  retired  at  a  late  hour, 
he  rose  very  early,  and  bent  his  course  to- 
wards Wells-street,  as  he  thought  it  but 
prudent  to  inform  Juliano,  that  Belthorpe 
and  Algernon  ^vere  come  to  town,  as  he 
did  not  wish  him  to-stumble  upon  either  of 
them  in  Arlin;!:ton-strcet,  which  he  miirht 
do,  as  he  knew  the  latter  would  never 
scruple,  upon  the  strength  of  their  rela- 
tionship, to  break  in  upon  his  privacy  at 
any  hour  ;  and  though  he  had  no  reason  to 
suppose  that  either  of  them  had  ever  seen 
him,  still,  as  there  was  a  possibility  Bel- 
L  2  thorpe 
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tborpe  might  have  dpneso,  ns  he  was  both    ' 
artfLil  and  sly,   and  perhaps  more   in  the 
monk's  secrets  than  even  his  pupil  might 
be  aware  of,  he  resolved  to  be  very  much 
upon  his  guard. 

Julian o  was  just  returned  from  his 
morning's  walk,  and  extremely  happy  to 
see  his  beloved  friend,  "who,  while  taking  a 
cup  of  coffee  with  him,  told  him  what  had 
induced  him  to  pay  him  such  an  early  visrt; 
relating  what  Algerftoii  had  said  respec- 
ting him,  and  reading  him  part  of  Lady 
William's  let^^er.  Which  alluded  to  him  in 
terms  that  did  honour  both  to  her  heart 
and  head. 

''  I  could  lalmost  have  fancied  that  lady 
^Vas  your  mother.  Marquis,  -she  seems  to 
possess  such  a  feeling  heart,  and  so  much 
genuine  sensibility." 

Our  hero  spoke  of  her  as  she  deserv^ed, 
and  then  regretted  fthat  his  dear  Juliano 
would,  for  the  preseiit,  be  prevented  from 
visiting  him  in  Arliftgton-§treet ;  but  even 

his 
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h.is  name  might  ka4  to  suspicions,  adiDit- 
tins:  thev  were  ur.acauaiAted  with  his  peu- 
son. 

"'Nod'oub;titwoiild,my  kincl  fiiend;  and 
a^Mr.  Belthorpe  is  doubtless  in  sorae  of  the 
Padre's  secrets,  he  may  be  commissioned 
to  ascertain  what  has  become  f>^  Mad  Tom, 
which,.  I  think,  he  would  easily  divine, 
\Kere  he  to  diseoA^e^r  thaJEyou  had  a  fojreigner 
of  my  age  under  your  protection.  At  all 
events,  he  would  certainly  write  his  con- 
jectures, to  th:e  Priory,  whiqh  mi<^hti  over- 
throw all  your  kind  plans,  in  my  favour/' 

"Your  remarks  are  very  just,  my  dear 
feMo^w ;  I  only  wish  both  tator  and  pupil 
had:  remained  in  Lancashire,  at  least  for 
another  month  ;  but  though  they  will  cer- 
tainly often  break  in  upon  my  time,  and  I 
must  frequently  visit  Lady  Winifred,  you 
may  depend  upon  seeing  me  every  othqr 
day.  Dr.  Campbell  will  *not  be  long  ab- 
sent; and  when  he  returns,  we  mean  to 
put  matters  in  train,  to  bring  that  villainous 
old  friar  to  a  speedy  confession,  since  I 
L  3  look 
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look    forward   with    impatience    to    your 
emerging  from  your  solitude/' 

''  I  shall  certainly  be  more  satisfied,  when 
i  know  who  I  am/'  Was  the  rejoinder;  "  else 
I  have  not  a  wish  iingratified,  now  I  rsm 
boast  of  such  a  friend/' 

A  tear  of  .delight  glittered  in  his  eye, 
while  considering  his  benefactor,  w'ho  very 
reluctantly  bid  him  farewell,  and  hastened 
home  to  receive  Eelthorpe  and  his  uncouth 
pupil.  They  were  not  arrived;  he  there- 
fore caught  up  the  morning  paper,  and 
read  a  pompous  panegyric  upon  his  grand- 
mama,  which  he  easily  guessed  had  been 
inserted  at  the  expence  of  the  bridegroom. 
Lord  Algernon  having  foreseen  that  he 
would  be  her  puffer  upon  this  occasion. — 
He  next  read,  that  the  India  fleet  were  in 
the  Channel,  and  that  some  of  the  passen- 
gers had  landed  at  Falmouth  ;  he  therefore 
hoped  he  should  soon  see  or  hear  from  the 
Doctor,  as  he  did  not  suppose  the  General 
would  make  any  stay  in  Cornwall,  if  he 
was  well  enough  to  travel. 

While 
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While  reflecting  upon  these  relations, 
and  the  duplicate  letter  which  had  fallen 
into  his  hands,  Belthorpe  and  Algernon 
were  announced,  and  shewn  into  the  break- 
fast-parjour,  which  commanded  a  delight- 
ful view  of  the  Green  Park. 

"  How  are  you,  brother  ?"  cried  the  lat- 
ter, the  moment  he  was  within  fte  room. — r 
"  I  am  glad  to  find  you  up,  as  B.  wanted 
me  to  have  stopped  till  eleven,  before  we 
broke  in  upon  you  ;  but  I  swore  we  could 
but  wait  your  rising  here,  and  I  was  in  the 
right,  it  should  seem." 

The  Marquis  endeavoured  to  make  a 
suitable  reply  to  this  polite  address;  and 
certainly  gave  them  both  a  very  polite  re- 
ception ;  while  Belthorpe  endeavoured,  by 
repeated  bows  and  compliments,  to  make 
up  for  his  pupil's  deficiences;  even  telling 
the  young  gentleman  that  he  made  infi- 
nitely too  free  with  their  noble  host,  upon 
the  strength  of  their  relationship. 

"  We  are  old  friends,  you  know,   Mr. 

Belthorpe,"  resumed  our  hero. — "^  Besides, 

L  4  ceremony 


/l>'s.  V7hethi^r  Ave  ha^^e  not  fallen  in$o 
IfiC'' ^6iitt*ary  exfr^m^yr shall  not-  tak^uporl 
m€f  to'  say  ;  otijy  I  must'  hint  to'  yoii,  ilAy 
d^ear  A%^moriv  t^l^a<^  t<he  Marqiiis  of  Ii><^rwei^ ! 
>s  not  a  convert  t<>  tht^  present'  fa^IVioti;  at 
♦^nsf  he  always  ex'p^cts  to  be  treated  with 
jntinit^  r^sp^ct  by  m6 ;  of  c6itrs^  you 
mwsf  be*v^ry  much'  upon  your  gUaVd-  in  his 
ffeset\c6;  and  da  not  hint  his  feeling-^^  by 
addressino-  him  as  ybur  gVandfathei'." 

*'  Gh,  I  will  be  afl  politeness  to  himy  1 
give  you  my  honour.  When  will  you  in-* 
irol^iie^mio  him?*' 

^'  Wh^ri  he  desires  tti^  f6  do  so.  Yod 
fvduM  not  xvish  to  fdrce  hint  to  ackhow-^ 
ledge  (ht  felationship  ;  he  knows  you  \\'^t6 
exp'ected  in  town^  though  not  that  you  ar6 
arrived/*  -  - 

*'*'  WMt  I  did  not  yoii  tell  him  yesterday 
^ha^  you  had  seen  me  ?'* 

-'  I  had  no  opp'ortunity ;  it  \i'as  a  cefe- 
monious  party,  and  of  coutse  I  did  not 
withdraw  his  attention  from  his  guests,  to 

eorn- 
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communicatewhatcQuldnot  greatly  interest 
hill)  ;  but  I  make  no  doubt  of  his  express- 
ing a  wish  to  see  you,  as  soon  as  he  hears 
you  are  in  town — so  now  tell  me  how  yoii 
like  London  r" 

"  Why  I  think  it  ^  very  noisy  dirty  place, 
and  the  watchmen  are  wor^e  than  the  bejl 
at  the  Priory  ;  for  they  woke»me  ever  so 
many  trmes^  bawling  out  something  that  I 
could  not  understand.  Now  ypu  are  as 
quiet  and  as  pleasant  as  if  you  were  in  th-e 
country  ;  h.ere  is  something  like  a  pros- 
pect— that  nice  park,  and  crowd  of  folks 
parading  up  and  down  ;  I  should  enjoy 
myself. here.'' 

''I  did  wish  you  to  hpve  been  my  guest ; 
but  you  know  Mr.  Langhton  ehose  you 
should  go  into  lodgings,  and  I  gave  up  to 
his  better  judgment ;  but  I  am  afraid^  from; 
what  you  say,  you  ar€  not  very  cpmfort- 
.ably  situated.'* 

"  I  fcave   got  a  ^^ry  good'  bed,  that  I 

must  ackaowjedge,    ti-vo.ugh  jt  is  a  book- 

.cai^e  in  the  day,  ^  i^  .sta^iiid^  m  PU^  dining 

L  d  room ;. 
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room ;  I  preferred  it  to  the  back-room,  as 
there  you  can  only  see  the  back  of  some 
houses^  as  black  as  the  chimney^  and  so  near 
the  window,  I  wonder  people  are  not 
stifled  for  want  of  air.  I  dare  say  Fran- 
cisco supposed  it  was  a  very  elegant  lodg- 
ing ;  and,  to  be  sure,  the  house  stinks  of 
perfume.  The  landlord  is  an  Italian  and 
a  Cathalie.'* 

Belthorpe  entered  into  various  other  de- 
tails, agreeing  that  the  people  of  the 
house  were  not  very  clean^  nor  w^ere  the 
apartments  well  furnished. 

"  Then  surely  Mr.  Langhton  w^ill  not 
object  to  your  changing  your  quarters," 
resumed  the  Marquis  ;  ''  as  I  dare  say  you 
may  be  much  better  lodged  for  the  same 
money^  in  a  more  airy  situation,  and  in  an 
English  family,  which  will^  of  itself,  be  a 
great  recommendation." 

''  Mr.  Langhton  left  it  wholly  at  my  op- 
tion, my  Lord,  either  to  remain  where  we 
are,  or  to  seek  another  abode^  as  he  knew 
he  might  depend  upon  my  discretion  ;  and 

I  had 
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I  had  foreseen  many  of  the  inconveniences 
to  which  we  have  been  subjected^  but  did 
not  like^  in  the  first  instance,  to  set  my  face 
against  Father  Benedetto's  proposal,  that 
we  should  lodge  with  this  perfumer/' 

'^  Because  he  is  some  relation  of  hhfac- 
totum's/'  cried  his  pupil  ;  ''  but  I  will  not 
be  poisoned  with  dirt,  and  stifled  for  want 
of  air,  to  humour  either  the  Padre  or  his 
man;  and  I  am  sure  my  brother  would 
never  pay  us  a  second  visit  in  such  a  dog- 
hole  of  a  place/' 

''  I  have  a  friend  in  Westminster,''  re- 
sumed the  tutor,  "  where  I  think,  for  the 
same  money,  w^e  might  be  much  better  ac- 
commodated. The  house  is  large  and  airy, 
at  no  great  distance  from  the  Bridge,  and. 
not  more  than  two  minutes  walk  from  the 
Park." 

The  Marquis  advised  their  removing  thi- 
ther immediately,  and  Belthorpe  promised 
to  wait  upon  his  friend  to  settle  matters, 
when,  having  finished  breakfast,  to  which 
Algernon  had  done  ample  honour,  the 
L  6  Marquis 
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•  Marquis  asked  him  to  accoiUpany  him  into 
t'ottland-place,  ^s  he  btight  not  to  delay 
paying  his  respects  to  Lord  and  Lady  Al- 
gerhoH. 

*'  Certainly  hot/'  ^aid  the  complaisant 
fittor  ;  "  and  as  I  am  cbhTinted  Mr.  Albany 
caticbitteto  no  harm,  \\'hile  in  your  Lord- 
ihip^s  cbmpanj,  I  will  seize  the  opportu^ 
hiiy  to  Wait  upon  my  friend.** 

Oiif*  hero  made  no  objectibn  ;  and  as  th^ 
nibrhihg  wais  fine,  he  set  out  on  foot  with 
his  uninformed  companion,  of  whom  he 
wa^  cortipletely  ashamed,  and  v/ho  had  so 
in^hy  questiotis  to  ask,  and  made  such  fre- 
(jutiU  stb^s,  that  the  Marquis  made  a  iri'en- 
tal  vow  nevet*  to  walk  Lbndon  streets  with 
him  again.  Fortunately  they  met  no  one 
«f  his  acquaintance,  ^nd  at  last  they 
reached  Portland-place. 

The  Earl  and  Coiihtei^  welcomed  the 
sHtrahgfer  with  ihfinite  kihdirtfess,  and  lis- 
tened very  J)atien*tly  to  his  accoui^t  of  hi^ 
journej^,  complaints  of  his  lodgings^  and 
Snal  resolution  to  fnoVe.     Lord  Duhliice, 

who 
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who  had  purposely  staid  at  home  (o  see 
the  unlicked  cub,  as  he  styled  Algernon, 
expressed  a  wish  to  visit  his  landloi*d*s  shop, 
previous  to  his  removal,  as  he  understood 
the  Italians  were  excellent  judges  of  per- 
fumes; &c. 

''  Then  will  you  go  home  with  me  now?*' 
asked  the  rustic. — ''  You  can  take  me  to 
the  street,  I  suppose  ;  and  I  will  be  bound 
to  take  you  to  the  right  house,  when  we 
come  in  sight  of  it." 

Lord  Dunluce  readily  offered  to  become 
his  pilot,  having  expressed  a  wish  to  ex- 
amine the  perfumer's  stock  in  trade,  by 
way  of  getting  his  country  cousin  to  him- 
self; and  as  no  one  objected  to  their  plan^ 
they  soon  departed  together. — Lady  Wini- 
fred had  been  long  engaged  to  dine  in 
Portland-place  on  the  day  of  her  arrival  in. 
town,  and  of  course  all  her  party,  in  which 
Algernon  and  his  tutor  were  included  ;— 
the  Earl  therefore  politely  reminded  him^ 
as  he  was  leaving  the  room,  that  they 
should  dine  at  five^  and  should  expect  to 
5  see 
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see  him  and  Mr.  Belthorpe  at  that  hour. — 
He  promised  to  be  punctual,  having  before 
understood  that  he  was  thus  eno^aored. 

As  soon  as  he  was  gone — ''  Now  what 
say  you.  Marquis/'  said  the  Earl,  ''  to  our 
riding  to  Highgate,  where  1  think  it  very 
probable  we  shall  meet  aunt  Win,  and  she 
will  be  highly  flattered  by  such  a  mark  of 
our  attention  r" 

''  I  win  attend  you  with  pleasure,  my 
dear  Sir." 

*'  And  so  will  I,"  cried  the  Countess, 
"  if  you  will  drive  me  in  the  barouche,  my 
Lord.  The  day  is  extremely  mild,  and  the 
Marquis  shall  be  my  beau.  Those  who  do 
not  know  that  we  are  related,  will  give  me 
credit  for  my  choice.  Should  1  find  it 
cold,  I  can  return  with  the  old  lady,  as  I 
dare  say  Rosalie  will  not  be  sorry  to 
change  places  v^'ith  me.  It  would  be  high 
treason  to  propose  such  a  thing  to  Miss 
K\h^x\y  par 'preference.'* 

The  Earl  did  not  object  to  this  arrange- 
ment, and  between  one  and  two  they  set 

out; 
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out ;  and  having  reached  Highgate,  were 
talking  of  proceeding  to  Finchley,  when 
they  saw,  upon  reaching  the  brow  of  the 
hill,  her  travelling-coach  advancing,  at  a 
pretty  smart  pace,  which  induced  the  Earl 
to  turn  about,  and  wait  her  arrival,  before 
one  of  the  inns,  where  he  gave  his  horses 
a  little  water,  and  when  near  enough, 
hailed  her  postillions,  who  instantly  drew 
up  close  to  the  barouche. 

Never  had  Lady  Winifred  been  more 
flattered.  Having  assured  her  kind  relatives 
that  she  was  in  very  good  health,  and  by 
no  means  fatigued,  she  enquired  whether 
they  had  seen  Mr.  Albany  and  his  tutor  ? — 
Being  answered  in  the  affirmative.  Lady 
Algernon  proceeded  to  inform  her  that  she 
had  taken  upon  herself  to  see  the  house  in 
Albemarle-street  well  aired,  and  made  no 
doubt  of  her  finding  every  thi-ng  very  com- 
fortable, her  housekeeper  having  paid  it 
frequent  visits. 

During  these  compliments,  Rosalie  was 
shaking  hands  with  her  favourite  brother, 

and 
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and  felt  extremely  happy  when  the  Coun- 
tess proposed  changing  places  with  her; 
which  being  soon  effected,  greatly  to  the 
satisfaction  of  all  parties,  they  proceeded 
to  town,  the  Earl  taking  the  lead  of  the 
post-coach  ;  and,  as  he  presumed  the  bro- 
ther and  sister  might  have  many  things  to 
talk  over,  he  very  seldom,  after  the  first 
welcomes,  broke  in  upon  their  tete-d-tete /^ 
and  as  our  hero  did  not  absolutely  depend 
upon  the  intelligence  he  had  obtained 
through  the  medium  of  Algernon,  he  en- 
quired how  the  family  did  ?  adding — ''  I 
find  no  intelligence  has  transpired  respec- 
ting the  fugitive,  whom  our  brother  feel- 
ingly styles  Mad  Tom/' 

''My  mother  was  extremely  hurt  "at  his- 
doing  so,  as  both  she  and  my  grandfather 
are  still  seriously  uneasy  about  the  ppor 
fbllow.  The  Padre  seems  also  to  fret  very 
much,  though  he  declares  he  must  have 
died  somewhere,  or  have  left  England.  :-^ 
still,  in  my  opinion,  he  lives  in  constant 
dread  of  sometliiiag  transpiring  respecting 

hira^ 
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him,  as  he  a-nxiously  watches  the  aTrivaJ  of 
letters,  atid  seems  in  a  fidgety  whenever  my 
grandfather  or  mother  receive  any  :  and.  I 
anil  c<5nvinced  the  former  thinks  he  has  im- 
posed upon  him  respecting  the  poor  pri*^ 
soner,  which  he  does  not  seem  inclined  to 
forgive  ;  and  this  the  Father  deeply  feels, 
and,  I  fancy,  strongly  rescHts,  which  makes 
-iny  motheY  very  uneasy;  but  of  late  he 
has  spent  a  great  deal  of  his  time  at  Hi)  ton, 
as  you  have  heard,  I  suppose,  how  much 
Madame  de  L^  Tour  stands  in  iieed  of  con- 
solation/' '■■ 

"  No,  positively;  what  has  befalleft 
her?" 

*'*'  Good  Heavens  !  has  not  Algernon  in- 
formed you  that  her  daughter  has  eloped? 
and  I  know  the  Father  thinks  that  his  late 
prfeoner  is  concerned  in  the  business;  but 
that  appears  to  me  very  unlikely,  except, 
indeed,  as  my  mother  says,  Francisco  was  in 
the  plot,  and  the  young  man  was  in  his 
Senses.  Madame  de  La  Tour  has,  however, 
very  prudently  avoided  making  any  bustle 

in 
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in  the  neighbourhood,  and  has  given  out 
that  her  daughter  is  gone  to  Amesbury 
Abbey/' 

"  You  have  indeed  surprised  me,  my 
dear  girl,  since  neither  Algernon  nor  Bel- 
thorpe,  who  both  breakfasted  with  me, 
mentioned  the  circumstance." 

"  I  can  only  suppose  Algernon  is  so 
happy  to  find  himself  in  London,  that  he 
has  forgotten  there  is  such  a  place  as 
Langhton  Priory.'* 

The  Marquis  recollected  that  he  had 
never  asked  after  the  fair  emigrie^  therefore 
thought  it  possible  the  circumstance  might 
have  escaped  his  brother's  memory.  The 
Earl,  not  having  been  attending  to  their 
discourse,  participated  in  the  Marquis's 
surprise,  when  informed  that  Mademoiselle 
de  La  Tour  was  missing  ;  but  their  arrival 
in  Portland-place  prevented  Rosalie  from 
entering  into  any  farther  details. 

Lady  Winifred  refused  to  alight,  as  she 
must  make  some  alteration  in  her  dress,  she 
said,  before  dinner,  and  wished  to  walk  over 

her 
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her  house,  and  give  various  necessary  or- 
ders to  her  suite.  The  Countess  therefore 
took  leave  of  her  for  the  present ;  and 
Kosalie  having  resumed  her  seat  in  the 
coach,  it  drove  away,  but  not  before  the 
Earl  had  told  his  aunt  he  should  send  his 
carriage  for  her  at  five  o'clock.  Our  hero 
also  hastened  home  to  adorn  ;  and  while  at 
his  toilette,  he  told  Donald  that  Pauline 
had  eloped  from  her  mother;  and  it  was 
rather  suspected  that  she  was  gone  off  with 
his  favourite  Juliano. 

"  That  notion  originated  in  the  Father, 
I  dare  sayj  my  Lord  ;  for  he  seems  to  have 
a  rare  talent  for  invention.  May  I  let  the 
young  gentleman  know  of  what  he  is  sus- 
pected, as  I  am  going  up  to  my  brother's 
this  afternoon,  and  he  understands  English 
as  well  as  I  do  ?'' 

The  Marquis  had  proposed  imparting 
the  intelligence  to  his  favourite  the  fol- 
lowing morning,  but  could  not  refuse  his 
faithful  valet  the  pleasure  of  being  before 
hand  with  him ;  and  having  complete<I*his 
\    ■  toilette. 


toilette,  he  dm\e  into  Portland- plac.^, 
wishing  to  have  a  little  conversatio/n.  \viit'b 
his^  uncle  before  his  other  guests  arrived.—^ 
He  fo-imd  him  alorfce  in  tihedi-arwiing-room, 
and  he  immediately  informed  him*  witU 
whom  the  Father  affected  to  suspect  Pa;ii- 
lina'  de  La  Tour  was  gone  off. 

''  How  truly  absurd  to  broacb.^iieh  a  iugr 
geatipn,  after  having  g.ive»  cut  that  JuliV 
ano  wais  insane  !  Surely  he  ^^ill  be  eaugbit 
in  his  owft  toils  at  last,  and  forced  to  ac- 
knowledge when  and  where  he  exchanged 
your  brother,  for  the  doit  that  ba^s,  been 
brought  up  as.  such.  As  for  Pauline,,  ^lue 
is  probably  gone  oJT  with  some  of  th-€,;ii>r 
ferior  officers  who  were  quartered  at  Pres- 
ton." 

*'  Except  she  has  preceded  the  dolt,  as 
you  term  him,  to  London  ;  for  I  once  saw 
him  salute  her  very  cordially." 

''  Indeed  !  then  I  dare  say  you  have 
guessed  very  right.  Is.Belthorpe  in  the 
secret,  do  you  think  ?'* 

^  That  I  cannot  pretend  to  say. — He 

may 


unaylje  only  ihe  coniident  of  his  secret  in- 
dulgences, ill  eating  and  drinking  ;  but  I 
think  r  shall  soon  discover  whether  the 
yoitng  rlady  is  m  the  rustic's /keeping,  as  I 
mean -to  ask  him  why  he  did  ,not  iaiforra 
me  that  sh€  had  left  Hilton." 

*'  That  will  pro baHy  inHnce  him  to  ac- 
knowledi^e  the  truth:  but  we  must  droo 
the 'subject,  ias  here  comes  aunt  Win  ;*'  who 
soon   made  her  appearance,   followed  by 
her  .grand-niece^;  and  as  she  had   found 
every  thing  in    exact   order  In  Wei  beck- 
street,    and    the     Countess     immediately 
joined  her,  who  declared  she  looked  all  the 
better   for  her  journey,  she  became  very 
good-humoured,^and;e3itTomely  chatty,  ac- 
knowledging that  they  had  triivelled  at  too 
)sIow  arate,  to;admit  of  her  being  sensible 
of  fatigue,  when  the  entrance  of  Algernon 
and  his  tutor  drew  off  the  attention  of  the 
party,  since,,  thanks  to  Lord  Dunluce's  dex- 
terity,  the  former  had  assumed  the  exter- 
nal appearance  of  a  man   of  fashion,  hav- 
ing readily, accompanied  the  young  Peer  to 
\  '  his 
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his  faylor's,  who,  being  in  the  habit  of  fur- 
nishing minor  bucks  with  deaths  by  the 
year,  generally  had  a  variety  by  him  of  all 
sizes  and  colours.  Algernon  was  therefore 
soon  fitted  with  a  suit,  that  would  probably 
else  have  fallen  to  the  share  of  some  box- 
lobby  lounger,  it  was  cut  with  such  a  strict 
regard  to  the  reigning  fashion. 

This  done,  they  proceeded  to  his  Lord- 
ship's hatter's,  hosier's,  and  shoemaker's  ; 
and  having  given  every  necessary  order, 
they  proceeded  into  Frith-street,  Algernon 
regretting  that  it  was  so  expensive  to  be  in 
the  fashion,  having  made  a  terrible  dip  in 
the  money  Mr,  Langhton  and  his  mother 
had  given  him  for  his  private  expences. 

Lord  Dunluce  laughed  him,  however, 
out  of  all  his  scruples,  and  even  insisted 
upon  his  wearing  powder. 

"  But  should  not  he  g^X  into  trouble 
•about  the  tax  ?" 

*'  Not  at  all  ;  it  was  only  entering  his 
name  at  Somerset  Kouse;  and  surely,  for 
so  paltry  a  saving,  he  would  never  forego 

th# 
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^he  many  advantages   resulting  froui   the 
use  of  powder." 

''  But  my  brother  did  not  wear  it  in  the 
country/' 

''  Agreed  ;  nor  does  he  always  now  ;  but 
you  must  not  take  him  for  your  model  ;  the 
Marquis  of  Endermay  may  do  any  thing — 
even  go  to  a  rout  in  boots — you  are  not 
so  privileged  a  mortal  ;  and  you  cannot 
shew  your  face  in  St.  James's-square  of  an 
evening,  out  of  powder." 

This  convincing  argument  induced  Al- 
gernon to  submit  his  head  to  the  hands  of 
his  landlord,  who,  being  one  of  the  f rise iirs 
employed  at  the  Opera-House,  soon  disen- 
cumbered him  of  the  redundancy  of  hair 
which  shaded  his  forehead,  and  curled, 
powdered,  and  perfumed  him  en  regie. 

Having  waited  while  his  head  was  ar- 
ranged, which  Algernon  agreed  was  a  great 
improvement  to  his  looks,  Lard'Dunluce 
took  his  leave,  as  the  polite  Italian  promised 
to  assist  the  rustic  in  completing  his  toi- 
lette^ which  he  had  but  just  concluded, 
\  when 
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^vhen  Bdlthorpe  came  home  to  sit  down  i(j 
his,  and  was  not  a  little  surprised  to  find 
liis  pupil  admiring  himself  in  a  pier  glass, 
and  grasping  an  immense  opera  hat.  Lord 
Dunluce  having  povnted  out  the  absolute 
iiccessrly  of  his  making  such  a  purchase. 

The  tutor  could  not  say  much,  as  he  un- 
derstood he  had   acted  in   conformity  to 
Lord  Dunlucc's  advice,  who   had  accom- 
panied him  home ;  and  he   understood  the 
Earl  and  Marquis  had  requested  that  young 
gentleman  would  accompanythe  rustic,  to 
make  the   necessary  purchases,   to  enable 
him  to  appear  decently  at  their  tables  :  of 
course  Belthorpe  dared  not  appear  to  con- 
demn an  altt^ration.  he  presumed  had  thejr 
sanction;  therefore   merely  told  the  beau^ 
that    he    had    engaged    apartments   at  his 
friend's,  wjth  whom  they  were  to  board, 
and  at  whose  house  they  should  be   ex- 
tremely *camfortably  loilged ;  and   having 
soon  changed  his  dress,  they  set   out  in  la 
hackney-coach  for  Portland-place. 

Lord  Dunluce,  to  his  great  mortification, 

was 
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was  not  ill  the  drawing-room  ^vheH  they 
made  their  entreCy  therefore  did  not  witness 
the  astoniiihnient  of  our  hero,  nor  the  sur- 
prise of  Rosalie,  in  which  all  present  par- 
ticipated. * 

''  Upon  my  w^ord,  you  are  quite  adorned 
for  conquest/' said  Lady  Winifred. 

Algernon  hastily  explafined  to  w^hom  he 
was  indebted  for  the  transformation  he  had 
undero^one.  -  •  -^^'-  >  .?^>i< 

The  Earl  drily  observed— ^^  TJiat^'KefiacT; 
guessed  as  much/'  feeling,  like  our  hero, 
.  very  much  displeased  with  his  son  for'  hav- 
ing rendered  the  pool-  youth  completely 
ridiculous;  but  Lord  Dunluce  prudently 
kept  aloof,  to  prevent'  them  from  ventin!:>; 
their  spleen  upon  him,  highly  enjoying  the. 
stifTerecf  posture  which  Algernon  had  as- 
suined,  with  his  fashionable -dres^V    ''   '   ^     ■  ' 

The  diho^r  was  very  gay  ;  arid  sooii  aHer'' 

tea  the  Marquis  of  D^rweht  was  annouh-  ' 

t     til.   ■   .         •  '  -    J  t  ■  -   ,        ■ 

ced;  andthpiigh  Lady'\^'iiiifred  nad  beeii' 

extremely   blTended  at  his  having  so  mis- 
matched himself,  in  the  first  instance^ :'s^e 
VOL.  ,itr,  M  was 
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was  extremely  gratified  by  this  mark  of  po- 
liteness, as  he  declared  that  his  present  visit 
was  to  her,  as  he  was  impatient  to  enquire 
after  her  health,  and  to  see  his  ward,  whom 
he  thought  had  grown  since  they  last  met— - 
he  could  not  add,  was  much  improved. 

The  Earl  took  upon  him  to  introduce  his 
wards  to  him,  as  he  styled  Algernon  and 
Rosalie,  The  old  Marquis  was  polite,  if 
not  cordial,  to  them,  but  almost  instantly 
observed,  that  Mr.  Albany  did  not  bear  the 
slightest  resemblance  to  his  father's  family^ 
nor  to  his  sister,  ''  who  is  much  more  like 
you,  Lord  Endermay/*  he  went  on,  "  than 
her  own  brother." 

''  So  I  have  been  told  by  Mr.  Langhton,  my 
Lord,"  replied  our  hero,  his  thoughts  re- 
verting to  his  beloved  Juliano,  whom  he  felt 
he  should  be  as  proud  of  introducing  to  all 
his  friends,  as  he  felt  ashamed  of  acknow- 
ledging his  supposed  relationship  to  the 
silly  youth  then  present ;  and  most  de- 
voutly did  Lord  Derwent  wish  he  had  re- 
mained in  the  country^  since^  as  Lord  Al- 
gernon 
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gernon  had  foreseen,  he  shrunk  intuitively 
from  the  a^vkward  being,  -svhile  he  felt  a 
sort  of  instinctive  attachment  for  Rosalie, 
whom  he  often  addressed,  as  he  could  not 
help  acknowledging  that  she  might  dispute 
the  palm  of  beawty  with  his  bride,  and 
seemed  to  possess  all  those  qualities  he  gave 
the  world  to  understand  were  centered  in 
Lady  Derwent.  Wishing,  however,  to  con- 
ciliate his  sister,  he  was  extremely  atten- 
tive to  her;  and  as  he  could  be  a  very 
agreeable  companion,  and  was  very  anxi- 
ous to  be  upon  good  terms  with  all  his  fa- 
mily, he  never  exerted  himself  more  to 
please,  asking  Lady  Winifred  how  her  en- 
gagements stood  ? 

'^  i\ot  having  been  in  town  twelve  hours^ 
brother,  I  have  neither  paid  nor  received 
any  visits  yet." 

''  Then  will  you,  as  you  certainly  will 
x\ot  stand  upon  ceremony  with  me,  do  me 
nndLady  Derwent  the  favour  of  dining  with 
us  to-morrow,  quite  en  f am  tile  ?  as  I  shall 
Tncrely  request  the  present  company  would 
M  2  give 
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sive  voii  the  meetinsr  in  St.  JamesV 
square." 

Lady  Winifred  wished  to  have  been  al- 
lowed a  few  days  repose,  but  the  Marquis 
over-ruled  all  her  objections  ;  and,  as  nei- 
ther the  Algernon  family  nor  our  hero  had 
any  particular  engagement,  they  accepted 
his  Lordship's  invitation;  and  Algernon  was 
delighted  at  the  idea  of  seeing  his  beautiful 
grandmama. 

The  party,  however,  soon  broke  up,  as 
Lady  Winifred  talked  of  retiring,  which  in- 
duced her  brother  to  offer  to  set  her  and 
the  young  ladies  down  in  Welbeck- street, 
as  it  would  not  be  out  of  his  way  :  between 
nine  and  ten,  therefore,  they  departed;  and 
our  hero  desired  Belthorpe  and  his  pupil 
to  make  use  of  his  carriage,  which  they 
might  send  back  for  him  ;  and  no  sooner 
were  they  gone,  than  the  Earl  took  his  son 
to  task,  for  having  rendered  his  cousin's 
want  of  grace  and  bad  figure  so  very  con- 
spicuous. 

The  Countess  spoke  to  the  same  effect : 

he 
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.he  dfefended  himself  with  infinite  good-hu- 
mour, and  with  such  well-feigned  contri- 
tion, that  our  hero  joined  very  heartily  ia 
the  laugh  he  created;,  particularly  when 
taking  off  Algernon  under  his  friseur's 
hands ;  though  he  feared  that  the  more  par- 
tial the  poor  fellow  became  to  high  life^, 
dress,  &c.  the  greater  would  be  his  morti- 
fication when  he  found  his  own  level. 

Lord  Dunluce  would  not,  however,'  al- 
low that  he  had  sinned  against  the  golden 
rule,  in  this  instance.  Belthorpe  might 
curb  his  pupil's  passion  for  dress ;  he  had 
merely  wished  to  render  him  decent,  de- 
fying either  his  father  or  our  hero,  to  say 
that  he  had  wilfully  rendered  him  ridicu- 
lous, since  the  cloaths  he  wore  were  made 
for  another,  person ;  and  surely  his  shock 
of  hair  i-equired  new-modelling  ;  and  if  he 
handled  his  opera-hat,  as  a  bear  would  do  a 
plumb-cake,  that  was  not  his  fault. 

Having  thus  made    his  peace  with    all 

those  most  inclined  to  condemn   him,  he 

succeeded  so  well  in  amusing  them^   that 

M  3  the 
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the  Marquis  dismissed  his  carriage^  and  staid 
siippcr  with  his  kind  relatives,  who  wished 
him  to  fancy  himself  their  second  son. 

The  next  morning  he  paid  Juliano  a 
short  visit,  in  his  way  into  Welbeck-street, 
and  laughed  with  him  over  the  fresh  sus- 
picion theFather  had  set  afloat  concerning 
him  ;  Juliano  declaring,  that  it  struck  him 
as  very  probable  that  this  Pauline,  whom 
of  course  he  had  never  seen,  had  been  sent 
upon  a  voyage  of  discovery  by  the  Padre, 
possibly  to  Italy,  if  he  suspected  he  had 
sought  an  asylum  there. 

The  Marquis  agreed  it  might  be  so, 
acknowledging  he  rather  suspected  that 
love  for  his  brother  had  induced  her  to 
leave  home  ;  taking  a  kind  leave  of  his  pro- 
tegce,  and  proceeding  to  Lady  Winifred's, 
■whom  he  wished  to  catch,  before  she  went 
outa-shopping;  and  was  but  just  in  time,  as 
her  carriage  was  in  waiting.  He  therefore 
merely  paid  her  the  compliments  d'usage, 
rejoicing  to  see  her  look  so  well,  before 
he  made  his  parting    >ow,  not  wishing  to 

delay 
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delay  their  visits  to  milliners,  dress-makers, 
&c. ;  and  as  he  took  -Bond-street  in  his 
way   home,   he  went  into  the    first   large 
jeweller's  shop  he  saw,  to  purchase  a  set  of 
pearls    for  Rosalie,   to  which    he  added  a 
watch  and  chain,  and  some  other  fashion- 
able trinkets,  wishing  to  place  her  upon  an 
equality  with  her  cousin,   in  point   of  ap- 
pearance;    and   having  written   an  affec- 
tionate note  to  her,  requesting  her  accept- 
ance of  the  inclosed  trifles,  as   he  termed 
his  noble  gift,  he  sent  the  parcel  into  Wel- 
beck-street ;    and  having  taken  a  ride  of 
a  couple  of  hours,   he  had  just  began  to 
dress,  when  Algernon  joined  him,  adorned 
in  the  same  smart  suit  he  had  worn  the  day 
before,    and    dressed  and  powdered  with 
equal  care,   telling  him  that  he  hoped   he 
would  allow  him   to  accompany  him  into 
St.  James*s-square,  as  Belthorpe,  fearful  he 
should  be  deemed  intrusive,  as  the  Marquis 
of  Derwenthad  not  particularly  invited  him, 
was  gone  to  dine  with  some  friends  of  his 
M  4  own. 
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omy  and.lyad  therefore  set  him  tjovvn  in 
Arlington-street,  ;is'  he  should  not  have 
chosen  to  ha^ve  gone  in  alone  at  the  Mar- 
quis of  Derwent's^  as  he  might  very  iinin- 
rentionalhv  and  for  the  want  of  Jcnowing 
better^  make  a  hole  in  his  manners. 

This  the  Marquis  thought  mrght  very 
pr.obably  have  happened ;  yet  sincerely 
did  he  wish  he  had  spared  him  the  trouble 
x>f  being  his  gentleman  usher  upon  the  oc- 
casion ;  but  not  chusing  to  tell  him  so",  he 
disked  him  whether  Pauline  had  not  been 
ex afemely  grieved,  when  he  bade  her 
fidieu  ?        :     :    ' 

*'  Why,  did  not  I  tell  you  that  she  had 
i-un  away  before  I  left  home  }'* 

''  Not  you,  indeed ;  though,  to  be  very 
candid,  I  hfave  heard  as  much,  and  rather 
suspected  that  you  were  accessary  to  her 
fligiit/* 

>*  Mercy  upon  me,  bi-pther  !  how  could 
such  an  idea  enter  your  head  ?'* 

'*  JSay,  J  thought  it  a  very  iiatural  one, 

as 
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as  you  had  avowed  a  predilection  in  her 
favour  :  but  with  whom  do  you  suppose 
she  has  eloped  ?" 

''  That  I  cannot  pretend  to  say/'  replied 
the  confused  Algernon. 

''  Well^  I  have  no  right  to  call  you  to  an 
account  ;  if  Mr.  Belthorpe  will  give  you 
absolution,  I  am  ready  to  do  the  same.*' 

"  Why,  you  are  as  bad  as  Madame^  who 
accused  meooint  blank  of  havino^  seduced 
her  daughter,  when  she  was  missing,  and 
preached  about  crimes,  and  God's  wrath, 
a'nd  eomplaining  to  grandfather,  till  I  was 
oblis^ed  to  take  her  down  a  peg;  so  we 
pa'fted  in  a  miff.  Belthorpe  was  also  very 
angry  with  her,  as  he  was  convinced  Pau- 
line was  gone  off  with  an  officer,  who  had 
Mtei^  beeA  *en  at  Chedworth  of  late.  As 
fbr  me——." 

Here,  to  his  great  joy,  they  were  inter- 
rupted, Vt'ith  the  information  that  the  M:ar- 
quis's  carriage  was  in  waiting,  as  they  were 
to  ditve  iit  five  upon  Lady  Winifred's  ac- 
count ;  &nd  our  hero  did  not  resume  tjie 
subject  during  their  short  drive. 

M  5  CHAP. 
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CHAP.  X. 


Lady  Winifred  and  her  party  had  preceded 
the  brothers  into  St.  James Vsquare;  there- 
fore our  hero  did  not,  as  he  had  hoped, 
witness  the  first  meeting  between  the  spin- 
ster and  the  bride,  to  whom  Mr.  Albany  was 
now  introduced  by  Lord  Derwent ;  and  as 
she  rather  placed  his  rude  gazes  to  the  score 
of  her  charms,  she  felt  inclined  to  make 
great  allowances  for  his  want  of  politeness 
and  was  in  consequence  even  more  cour- 
teous towards  him  than  she  was  towards 
Rosalie,  whom  she  considered  as  a  rival  too 
near  the  throne  to  admit  of  her  becoming  a 
favourite,  as  she  was  extremely  elegantly 

dressed^ 
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dressed,  her  hair  having  been  arranged  by 
a  very  fashionable  hair-dresser,  by  the  de- 
sire of  Lady  Winifred,  who  wished  her  to 
display  her  brother's  present  to  the  greatest 
advantage,  she  told  the  lovely  girl,  when 
in  fact  she  was  extremely  anxious  to  con- 
vince Lord  Derwent  that  she  was  much 
handsomer  than  the  low  woman  upon 
whom  he  had  bestowed  his  name,  merely 
because  her  face  happened  to  strike  his 
fancy  ;  and  our  hero  felt  proud  of  his  rela- 
tionship to  so  beautiful  a  girl,  who  looked 
unusually  animated,  while,  in  a  low  voice, 
she  thanked  him  for  the  costly  marks  of 
his  affection,  he  had  so  kindly  bestow- 
ed upon  her;  while  Algernon,  having 
considered  her  from  head  to  foot,  ex- 
claimed— *'  Mercy,  Rose !  why  I  never 
saw  you  so  smart  before;  and  you  can  tell 
us  what's  the  clock  now,  I  perceive.  Why, 
how  came  you  by  all  those  gimcracks, 
which  cost  more,  1  will  be  bound  to  say, 
than  I  shall  be  allowed  for  my  private  ex- 
pences,  while  I  remain  in  town?'^ 

M  6  "  Your 
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*'  Your  sister  is  indebted  to  the  Mar* 
quis  of  Endermay^  Mr.  Albany,  for  those 
ornameiiit&,  which  appear  to  have  excited 
your  envy/*  said  Lady  Winifred,  with  9 
stately  air;  "  and  I  presume  he  thought  him- 
self at  liberty  to  make  her  such  a  present^ 
without  acquainting  you  with  his  inten- 
tions/' 

"  I  should  suppose  so/*  cried  Lord  Der-^ 
wenty  as  he  was  certainly  riot  aware  that  he 
should  render  this  young  gentleman  jea- 
lous. 

Algernon  declared^^"  He  never  had 
been,  nor  never  should  be,  jealous  of  his 
vsister^;  whom  he  was,  on  the  contrary,  plea- 
sed to  see  so  smart  /'  and,  to  his  great  joy, 
the  appearance  of  the  butler  withdrew  the 
attention  of  thp  company  from  his  morti- 
fied countenance,  as  he  was,  in  reality,  ex- 
tremely hurt  at  not  having  participated  in 
his  brother's  liberality  ;  he  therefore  en- 
deavoured to  console  himself,  by  making 
very  free  with  every  delicacy  upon  the 
table,  and  by  washing  down  what  he  eat> 
5  by 
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by  very  copious  dr'il lights  of  wine^  and 
succeeded  iii  stujii Tying  himself,  therefore 
niixed  very  little  in  the  conversation  dur- 
ing the  evening ;  and  as  Lady  Winifred  had 
ordered  her  carriage  at  an  early  hour,  she 
^vas  the  first  to  depart. 

Our  hero  requested  she  would  allo\v  hii^ 
to  see  her  home,  as  he  knew  she  liked  to 
have  a  beau  in  her  suite.  He  wished,  be- 
sides, to  avoid  a  iete-d-ieie  with  his  brother, 
whom  he  must,  had  he  gone  home,  have 
asked  to  alight  in  Arlingtott-street;  he 
therefore  ient  him  to  his  lodgings  in  his 
chariot,  desiring  it  might,  after  setting  hini 
down,  come  for  him  in  Welbeck-street : — 
and  as  the  rustic  had  been  very  little 
amused  at  thi^  certainly  foi^mal  dinner,  he 
was  glad  when  he  foundliimself  once  more 
at  home,  telling  Belthorpe,  whom  he  found 
waiting  for  him,  "  that  if  it  was  not  for  the 
honour  of  the  thing,  he  should  not  care  if 
he  nfever  visited  his  titled  gfjindfather  ariy 
more,  whom  he  Was  convinced  was'ii  pro^ifd 
as  Lucifer;  and  not  halT  so  gbVd-teiipefred 

as 
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as  Father  Basil/'  as  he  familiarly  styled  Mr. 
Langhton ;  dwellings  with  unfeigned  envy, 
upon  our  hero's  generosity  towards  Ro^ 
salie. 

Belthorpe  was  convinced  that  he  would 
be  no  less  kind  to  him,  were  he  to  put 
him  to  the  test ;  alledging,  that  it  would 
have  been  very  absurd  to  have  given  him 
any  baubles  to  decorate  his  person,  and 
what  no  man  of  sense  would  have  thought 
of,  particularly  Lord  Endermay,  who  never 
wore  any  himself,  and  who  always  dressed 
remarkably  plain ;  wishing  he  would  take 
him  for  his  model  in  that  respect,  and  not 
endeavour  to  vie  with  Lord  Dunluce,  who 
gloried  in  setting  the  most  absurd  fashions. 

While  he  was  thus  endeavouring  to  rea- 
son with  his  weak  pupil,  the  Marquis  and 
Lady  Winifred,  whom  the  young  ladies  had 
left  tcU-d-tete,  upon  their  arrival  at  home 
were  discussing  the  merits  of  the  bride ; — 
the  lady  was  convinced  her  brother  already, 
repented  of  his  folly  ;  and  she  only  wished, 
he  might  never  have  greater  reason  than  he. 

had 
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had  at  present.  She  might  have  suited 
Algernon  Albany,  admitting  neither  of 
them  had  ever  been  permitted  to  emerge 
Jiom  the  precincts  of  the  old  Priory,  for 
both  were  equally  out  of  their  place  in  a 
fashionable  circle ;  "  whereas  your  sister. 
Marquis/'  she  went  on,  ''  is  fit  to  appear 
with  distinction  in  any  company.  Had 
Lord  Derwent  married  an  equally  well-in- 
formed young  woman,  I  could  have  over- 
looked her  want  of  birth;  but  Rosalie  is 
almost  an  unique;  and  I  make  no  doubt 
her  mother  was  no  less  captivating  when 
she  stole  your  father's  heart,  as  he  was  the 
flower  of  the  Albany  family,  I  give  you 
my  honour,  as  are  his  eldest  son  and 
daughter :  but  I  do  not  wish  to  surfeit  you 
with  compliments,  as  the  bride,  more  than 
once,  did  me ;  therefore,  to  change  the 
subject,  I  am  fearful  you  thought  Rosalie 
was  to  be  presented  at  St.  James's  with  my 
waTd,  when  you  laid  out  so  much  money 
upon  her.  Now  the  fact  is,  Lady  William 
Albany  does  not  chuse  she  should^  as  she 

does 
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does  hot  think  shev/Ill  marry  a  man  of  suf- 
ficient rank,  to  malce  it  necessary  for  her 
to  appear  in  the  circle ;  and  as  Mr,  Lahgh- 
toh  Iias  very  properly  set  his  face  hga?n^ 
jMgernon^s  beihg  presented,  it  might  make 
him  jealous,  for  whicn  he  seetns  to  have  a 
great  propensity,  were  his  sister  to  beliiHWe 
favoured."-        "       '  -^l0^1t^f^  <;ifv. 

*'  Or  she  might/*  thought  our  hero, 
*'  eclipsfe  her  less  fiivou red  cousin/' 

He,  howevejv  nffe^ted  to  be  exactly  of 
lier  Ladvship's  opinion,  who  next  lamented 
the  necessity  th'ere  was  for  h^r  ward's- visit- 
ing that  vulgar,  l<3Kl-^bbrn  \Voa¥i^n,  her  r^O' 
tlier,  ^h'o  'had  e^x-pre'ss^ed- ■  an ^lixiou's  wish 
to'se'e  her;  and  L<^'rd ' Defwerit;  a'fter  con- 
necting himself  ^^'  ^tr^il^ely,  liad  riot  cho- 
isen*to  reSent'aTi^  application  sheih^d  i^adib 
't6  hitn  ;  tHei*eYai^e;  as  her  v;ish'had  hissa'nc- 
tion,  she  mxtstisn^^^  itiiss  Albany  to  wait 
iipoW  h^if,  'shoUTO  '  tW,^  'as  she  eef tainly 
wmdd,^iMr  %irf#'of  ^iM  fb^  frer,  as'  she 
conld  hot  think  of  iniitir%'  her  i'ntb'Wcl'- 
^eck-sti^et/^^^  ■•-  •-  '^^^^^^^  -niiJ'A 

•     -::  .     As 
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As  the  Marquis  coiild  not  enter  into 
these  petty  troubles  of  her  Ladyship,  and 
did  not  participate  in  her  contempt  for 
Mrs.  Salvadore,  he  "was  not  sorry  that  the 
entrance  of  his  sister  and  cousin  allowed 
him  TO  depart,  as  his  carriage  had  been 
some  time  in  waiting  ;  and  the  following 
mornincr  he  received  a  letter  from  Dr. 
Campbell,  in  which  he  informed  him  that 
the  General,  his  daughter,  and  suite,  had 
landed  at  Falmouth  a  few  hours  before,  and 
proposed  setting  out  for  London  the  next 
day,  as  the  former  was  extremely  anxious 
to  be  upon  the  road,  a  house  biving  been 
taken  by  his  agent  for  his  reception,  in 
Harley-street,  Cavendish-square,  where  he 
fancied  he  should  feel  much  better  than  he 
did  at  present,  or,  at  all  events,  that  he 
^vould  be  within  reach  of  the  first  medical 
advice;,  of  Which  he  appeared  in  great  lieed; 
adding,  he  w^s  ^in  a  very  bad  humour 
when  helanded,  ;o\\iingto  the  ship  in  which 
he  came  over  having  been  one  of  the  last 
to  make  the  Lizard,  as  she  Was  a  very  bad 

sailer. 
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sailer,  though  she  had  excellent  accommo- 
dations for  passengers;  and  a  contrary 
wind  havingsprung  up  soon  after  they  had 
descried  land,  she  had  been  beating  about 
for  eight-and-forty  hours  in  the  offing,  to 
the  great  inconvenience  of  the  splenetic 
nabob,  whose  temper  was  by  no  means  im- 
proved since  his  residence  abroad,  nor  by 
the  declining  state  of  his  health,  which 
greatly  added  to  his  irritability.  He  was, 
however,  all  impatience  to  see  the  Marquis 
of  Endermay,  to  whom  he  still  hoped  to  be 
related. 

That,  the  Marquis  thought,  was  very 
problematical,  as  he  was  convinced  that  the 
General  was  not  likely  to  improve  upon 
acquaintance,  since  no  man  was  more  in- 
clined to  make  allowances  for  the.  infirmi- 
ties of  human  nature  than  the  Doctor ;  and 
if  he  saw  much  to  condemn  in  the  nabob} 
he  was  well  convinced  that  he  should  see 
still  more.  He  thought  it,  however,  ne- 
cessary to  mention  when  he  was  expected, 
to  Lady  Winifred,  when  be  paid  her  his 

next 
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next  visit,  who  recollected  him  as  having 
been  one  of  the  most  dissipated  young  men 
of  his  time;  and  after  running  through  a 
roble  fortune,  had  gone  to  India^  in  the 
desperate  hope  of  retrieving  his  affairs, 
where,  if  she  understood  right,  he  had  mar- 
ried a  girl  who  had  been  sent  out  as  a  ven- 
ture; enquiring  whether  it  was  supposed  he 
had  made  a  large  fortune  ? 

The  Marquis  understood  he  had ;  add- 
ing, '^  his  wife  had  been  dead  two  or  three 
years;  but  his  only  surviving  daughter 
has  accompanied  him  to  England." 

''  How  old  may  she  be?"  asked  her 
curious  Ladyship. 

The  Marquis  could  not  inform  her. — 
''Nearly  of  age,"  he  presumed. 

"  Then  the  General  must  endeavour  to 
marry  her  into  some  family  likely  to  over- 
look her  mother's  want  of  delicacy  and  of 
birth,  since  no  modest  woman  would  ever 
take  such  a  voyage  in  search  of  a  husband." 

Our  hero  did  not  chiise  to  argue  the 
point  with  her^  much  less  to  tell  her  the 

General 
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General  hoped  to  engraft  his  daughter  into 
her  famity  ;  but  having  concluded  her 
philippic  against  yonng  xvomen  who  carry 
their  charms  to  the  Indian  market,  she  said, 
upon  our  herb's  enquiring  after  his  cousin, 
v^ho  had  not  rhade  her  appearance — ''  Oh, 
she  is  probably  inhaling  the  pure  air  of  St. 
Mary  Axe  ere  this,  my  Lord,  since,  about 
an  hour  ago,  a  thundering  rap  at  the  door 
drew  tne  to  the  window,  and  I  was  asto- 
nished io  see  an  amazing  showy  carriage 
in  waiting,  in  which  was  Mrs.  Salvadore, 
and  her  two  daughters,  by  her  present  hus- 
band. She  was  modest  enaugh  hot  to 
alight,  but  sent  me  in  a  note,  requesting  I 
would  allow  her  eldest  daughter  to  accbm- 
pany  her  home,  and  to  spend' a  few  d^y^ 
with  her  and  her  sisters  at  Hackney,  alledg- 
in'g,  as  f  expected,  my  silly  brother's  having 
authorized  her  to  perplex  me  with  such  k 
petiti'on.  I  <^dered  my  servants'  to  shew 
Xhe  whole  M6e  into  the  front  parldi^y,  and 
then  putting' her'inother'i  note  inPolVIiss 
Albany V hands;,  I  desired  her  todb'as'^she 

pleased; 
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pleased  ;  and  tliongh  she  knew  how  averse 
I  have  always  been  to  her  forming  any  in- 
timacy with  the  low  set,  she  is  actually  gone 
into  the  city  with  the  vulgar  beings,  and  is 
to  stay  all  night  at  their  villa,  as  they  mis- 
name their  box  at  Hackney.'* 

The  Marquis  endeavoured  to  soften  the 
good  lady's  displeasure,  as  he  thought  her 
ward'  had  acted  very    naturally,  and  dis- 
played her  good  sense,  in   not  shrinking 
from   her  mother's  acquaintance,   because 
she  resided  in  the  city  ;   and  he  could  be- 
lieve  that  there   were  both  amiable  and 
good  people  among  the  followers  of '  the 
law  of  Moses;  but  as  he  did  nbt-chuse  ifo  * 
hurt  Lady  Winifred's  feelings,  by  speaking 
his  reaksentiments,  he  soon  took  his  leave; 
and  little  of  moment  occurred  till  the^ri-" 
suing  Saturday,    when  the  Umfi'eville  fa-^^ 
mily  arrived  in  London. 

Our  hero  had  devoted  his  morning  to 
Juliano,  whom  he  took  home  with  him 
to  dinner,  having  given  orders  to  be 
denied  to  every  one,  as  he  wished  to  enjoy 

his 
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his  favourlte^s  society,  and  to  hear  the 
Doctor  s  report  of  the  East  Indians,  with- 
out being  liable  to  interruptions ;  and,  as 
he  expected,  his  amiable  tutor  hastened 
home,  the  moment  he  had  seen  his  travel- 
ling companions  safe  housed.  The  Mar- 
quis and  his  guest  were  just  sitting  down  to 
dinner,  and  both  were  extremely  happy  to 
see  him.  He  fully  participated  in  their 
satisfaction  ;  and  as  soon  as  the  servants 
had  withdrawn,  the  Marquis  requested  he 
w^ould  give  them  his  real  opinion  of  the 
General  and  his  daughter. 

*'  I  think  I  wrote  you  word,  that  his  tem- 
per did  not  appear  to  be  much  improved, 
which  may  perhaps  be  in  some  measure  at- 
tributed to  his  being  in  a  very  deplorable 
stat.e  of  health  r  but  his  pride,  which  was 
needless,  seems  also  to;  Jhave  greatly  in- 
creased, in  consequence  of  his  having  ac- 
cumulated an  immense  fortune,  which  he 
will  not  live  to  enjoy,  and  which  he  fancies 
gives  him  a  right  to  tyrannize  over  all  his 
dependants  and  inferiors,  as,  like  Bona- 
parte, 
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parte,  he  is  arbitrary  in  the  extreme,  and 
has  no  more  guard  over  his  temper  or  pas- 
sions. Indeed,  were  his  strength  to  second 
his  intentions,  I  am  convinced  he  could 
knock  down  any  servant  who  did  not  fly  to 
execute  his  commands,  which  are  always 
issued  in  the  most  peremptory  haughty 
tone,  and  so  concisely,  that  they  are  fre- 
quently  misunderstood;  yet  he  ought,  ^ere 
this,  to  have  been  convinced  of  the  ineffi-  : 
cacy  of  riches,  since  they  can  neither  pur- 
chase health,  nor  that  happy  frame  of 
mind  which  enables  their  possessors  to 
render  them  a  blessing  tp  themselves  and 
all  their  connexions/.  ,, 

^'  And  yet  he  is  related  to.  Lord  Ender- 
may!"  exclaimed  Juliano, 

*^  In  a  very  distant  degree,"  resumed  the 
Doctor,  perfectly  understanding  his  allu- 
sion ;  "but  the  General  has.  so  long  been 
accustomed  to  command  every  thing  and  . 
every  body,  and  has  met  with  so  little  re- 
sistance, that  I  do  not  think  hje  is  aware  of 
his     rude     ungentlemanlike     behaviour, 

j;r  .  though 


96i'  LAN^HtOK  PRtORY. 

though  I  have  reason  to  believe  he  endea- 
voured to  curb  his  temper  in. my  presence, 
as  he  soon  perceived  that  I  was  not  inclined 
to  pay  the  rich  nabob  niore  respect  than  I 
had  formerly  done  the  ruined  Major  tJm- 
freville:  but  his  servants  tremble  before 
him,  and  seem  all  eyes  and  ears  when  he 
speaks,  well  aware  of  the  storm  the  slight- 
est appearance  of  nieglect  raises  in  his 
bosom;  At  times  he  affects  to  believe  him- 
self upon  the  verge  of'  the  grave  ;  but  the 
next  minute  he  entertains  you  with  his 
plans  for  the  future,  which  would  lead  you 
to  suppose  that  he  was  in  g'ood  health,  and 
not  more  than  five-and-twenty.  In  short, 
hers  a  most  unpleasant  companion  ;  and  it 
required  all  my  patience  to  enable  me  to 
listen,  in  silence,  to  his  intemperate  sallies 
of  passion/'  -^'<i^'^-^=  ^  • 

'*^*^  Then  I  iam  sit r^  those  that  are  doomed  " 
toitihabit  the  same  house  with  him  must  be 
miserable' indeed;"  replied  the  Marquis.-^ 
'^lle  Wa^  not  awai'e,  I  presume,  that  my 
grandfather  was  no  more  when  he  landed  ?" ' 
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'^He  was  by  no  means  prepared  for  the 
intelligence,  which  I  almost  dreaded  to 
communicate,  v/hen  I  saw  what  a  poor 
emaciated  figure  he  was;  but  the  evident 
want  of  feeling  he  betrayed  towards  his' 
fellow-creatures,  and  his  muiTnurs  at  hav- 
ing been  prevented  from  landing,  owing 
to  the  shifting  of  the  wind,  so  soon  as  he  had 
expected,  almost  steeled  my  heart  against 
him.  1  am  therefore  fearful  I  did  not  im- 
part the  melancholy  intelligence^  in  the 
gentle  manner  I  ought  to  have  done,  as  he 
certainly  was  very  much  affected,  more 
than  I  had  expected  ;  but  having  rather 
recovered  from  the  shock  his  feelings  had 
sustained,  he  asked  me  whether  you  had 
])een  ])rivy  to  his  correspondence  with  the 
late  Marquis  ? 

^•'  1  told  him  that  you  had  been  abroad 
for  the  last  two  years^  and  were  so  v;hen 
your  grandfather  died,  who  had  merely 
mentioned  him  (the  General)  to  you  in 
general  terms;  acknowledging  that  his  last 
letter  had  fallen  into  your  hands,  which 

VOL.  III.         '  N  had 
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had  induced  you  to  send  me  to  give  him 
the  meeting  in  Cornwall. 

''He  declared  himself  infinitely  obliged 
to  us  both,  and  then  asked  me  to  describe 
your  person,  mode  of  life.  Sec.  &c.  I  pre- 
sume my  answers  satisfied  him,  as  he  is  now 
all  impatience  to  be  introduced  to  you. — I 
advised  him  to  dedicate  this  evening  to  re- 
pose ;  and  as  I  fancy  he  wishes  to  appear 
to  advantage  in  your  eyes,  he  gave  up  to 
my  better  judgment,  but  hopes  you  will 
favour  him  with  an  early  visit  to-morrow.'* 

*■'  I  shall  certainly  oblige  him  ;  but  now, 
as  you  described  me  to  the  General,  pray 
favour  me  with  a  description  of  his 
daughter,  whom  he  kindly  wishes  should 
bear  my  name.'* 

''I  must  beg  to  be  excused/'  was  the 
reply,  in  a  gay  tone,  [^  as  I  wish  you  to 
see  her  with  unprejudiced  eyes,  and  .  to 
judge  for  yourself.  The  General  says  she 
is  a  very  handsome  likeness  of  her  mother ; 
and  after  his  own  dear  self,  I  believe  he 
loves  his  daugbter,  whom  he  has  not,  as  I 

had 
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had  foreseen,  spoiled  by  too  much  indul- 
gence, as  she  stands  as  much  in  awe  of  him 
as  doubtless  her  late  mother  did ;  and  he 
has  an  excellent  aid-de-camp  in  her  gover- 
ness, or  rather  duenna,  who  watches  over 
her  with  the  eyes  of  a  lynx,  for  fear  their 
joint  tyranny  should  induce  her  to  place 
herself  under  the  protection  of  some  un*. 
titled  man,  which,  I  am  sure,  would  be  a 
crime  ck  leze  Majeste,  that  the  nabob  could 
never  forgive ;  and  I  really  believe  his 
daughter  is  restrained  as  much  from  prin- 
ciple as  from  fear,  from  revolting  against 
his  authority.  Her  mother,  he  acknow- 
ledges, fell  a  sacrifice  to  the  climate;  but 
he  did  not  add  that  his  abominable  tyran- 
nical temper  had  previously  half  broken 
her  heart,  and  had  hurried  his  daughter 
into  a  decline,  I  should  not  have  been 
surprised ;  though  possibly,  from  L^eing 
earlier  accustomed  to  his  overbearing  arro- 
gance, she  found  it  easier  to  submit  to  his 
caprices: — so  no^v,  my  Lord,  suffer  me  to 
enquire  how  all  your  family  do,  as  I  am 
"N  2  more 
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more  anxious  to  see  yoiirsisterj  than  I  am 
convinced  you  are  to  see  your  cousin/* 

The  Marquis  briefly  detafled  the  gene- 
ral occurrences  which  had  taken  place 
since  he  left  London,  enquiring  whether 
he  had  completed  the  statement  of  facts 
respecting  Juliano  ? — "  He  had/*  he  said^ 
"  and  would  submit  it  to  his  and  Lord  Al- 
gernon's inspection,  as  soon  as  he  had 
written  it  fair/*  not  chusing  to  read^  what 
must  inform  him  to  whom  they  supposed 
he  was  indebted  for  his  birth  before  the 
youth,  who  retired  at  an  early  hour,  at- 
tended by  Donald;  and  the  following 
morning,  after  church,  our  hero  and  the 
Doctor  drove  into  Llarley-street,  where 
the  General  had  found  a  proper  suite  en- 
gaged to  receive  him,  in  addition  to  the 
Indian  servants,  who  had  accompanied  him 
over.  The  visitors  were  conducted  up 
stairs  into  the  back  drawing-room,  where 
they  found  the  nabob,  who  had  but  just 
risen,  extended  upon  a  sofa,  near  which 
sat  his  daughter,  who  was  i:eading  the  news- 
paper 
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paper  to  him ;  and;,  on  the  other  side  of 
the  fire-place,  at  a  tea-table,  sat  a  very 
shewy  woman,  apparently  between  forty 
and  fifty,  who  was  in  the  art  of  pouring 
out  a  cup  of  coffee  for  the  invalid,  but  who 
rose  the  moment  the  Marquis  was  within 
the  room,  as  did  Miss  Umfreviile,  and  re- 
mained standing-  till  the  Doctor  had  intro- 
duced our  hero  to  his  great-uncle,  who 
hoped  his  Lordship  would  excuse  his  not 
rising  to  receive  him,  as  he  was  so  unwell, 
that  if  he  had  not  entertained  the  hope  of 
seeing  him,  he  should  not  yet  have  left  his 
bed. 

The  Marquis  expressed  his  regret  at 
hearing  he  was  so  indisposed,  and  was  next 
introduced  by  the  General  to  his  daui>hter, 
and  finally  to  Mrs.  Glover,  whom  he  de- 
nominated Miss  Umfreville's  governess. — 
At  last,  however,  the  party  got  se:  ted, 
when  the  General  pressed  his  visitors  to 
take  a  cup  of  coffee,  as  Mrs.  Glover  was 
among  the  very  few  people  who  succeeded 
N  3  in 
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in  makins;  it ;  he  hoped  another  cup  would 
revive  him  ;  adding — ''  I  have  had  a  dread- 
ful night.  Doctor.  T  told  you  I  should, 
before  you  left  me;  I  dreaded  the  idea  of 
sleeping  in  one  of  these  pigeon-holes  in 
London."  - 

The  Doctor  a2:reed  that  the  air  of  the 
metropolis  was  seldom  very  congenial  to 
invalids ;  while  Mrs.  Glover,  as  there  were 
no  servants  in  \vaiting,  presented  the  Mar- 
quis with  a  cup  of  coffee,  giving  her  pupil 
a  look,  which  induced  her,  in  a  timid 
voice,  to  enquire  ''  What  his  Lordship 
would  chuse  to  take  with  it  ?" 

Not  feeling  inclined  to  eat,  our  hero 
politely  declined  tasting  any  of  the  various 
delicacies  which  v/ere  set  out  to  tempt  the 
invalid,  who,  being  more  attentive  to  the 
young  Peer  than  to  what  the  Doctor  was 
saying,  called  out,  in  what  he  meant  to  be 
a  very  gentle  tone — ''Why,  child,  don't 
you  hand  the  Marquis  what  there  is  upon 
the  table?"  adding,  ''  I  never  suffer  any 

servants 
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servants  to  wait  at  breakfast,  my  Lord, 
they  are  such  a  restraint  upon  the  conver- 
sation/' 

Our  hero  assented  to  the  justice  of  his 
observation;  and  as  both  ladies  now  ap- 
proached him  with  a  plate  in  each  hand, 
out  of  mere  compliment  he  took  a  rusk 
from  the  youngest,  who  seemed  flattered 
by  his  politeness;  and  she  was  so  exqui- 
sitely beautiful,  and  there  was  such  a  dif- 
fident simplicity  in  her  manner,  that  he 
mentally  -exclaimed — ''  Sweet  girl,  thou 
art  indeed  to  be  pitied  ;"  and  there  was, 
besides,  such  a  mellow  sweetness  in  her 
voice,  when  she  spoke,  that  he  felt  ex- 
tremely interested  in  her  favour,  and  sin-. 
cerely  wished  she  was  the  daughter  of  any 
other  man.  She  was  in  her  twentieth  year, 
and  had  never  been  allowed  the  gratifica- 
tion of  a  single  wish,  unsanctioned  by  her 
father's  consent,  to  whom  she  was  obliged 
to  appeal,  upon  the  most  trivial  occasions, 
and  whose  will  was  as  much  law  to  her  as  to 
any  of  his  most  menial  servants;  still  he 
N  4  was 
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was  extremely  an^^^ioiis  to  see  her  well  mar- 
ried; and  as  he  was  conscious  that  the 
Marquis  must  know  he  wislied  hereto  bear 
his  naniej  he  had  been  extremely  anxious 
to  see  them  together ;  and  having  done  so, 
he  was  more  bent  than  ever  upon  accom- 
plishing his  favourite  project. 

^'  You  are  the  very  image  of  your  late 
mother.  Marquis/'  he  exclaimed^  ''  and 
extremely  like  my  sister,  who  was  reck- 
oned one  of  the  most  beautiful  w^omen  in 
Scotland,  w^hen  she  married  your  grand- 
father/' 

The  Marquis  did  not,  of  course,  affect 
fo  notice  what  he  deemed  absurd  compli- 
ments, while  the  Doctor  felt  convinced 
that  the  proud  nabob  could  condescend  to 
flatter  his  superiors,  particularly  v."hcn  he 
Vv'ished  to  conciliate  their  esteem  ;  but  he 
could  have  told  him  that  he  had  not 
chosen  the  right  road  to  his  pupil's  heart, 
who,  but  for  the  daughter's  sake,  would 
probably  have  soon  dropped  his  acquaint- 
ance; but  pity,   it  is  truly  said,  is  so  near 

akin 
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akin  to  love^  that  the  latter  is  often  mis- 
taken for  the  former ;  and  as  the  General 
was  a  very  accurate  observer^  his  coffee^  as 
he  had  foreseen,  greatly  revived  his  spirits, 
but  did  not  prevent  him  from  lamenting 
how  miserably  he  was  lodged,  to  what  he 
had  expected,  according  to  tlie  orders  he 
had  given  his  agent.  He  must,  however, 
look  out  for  a  larger  house,  and  in  a  more 
airy  situation,  or  he  should  be  dead  in  a 
month. 

The  Marquis  assured  him  that  there  were 
far  better  houses  to  be  met  with  ready  fur- 
nished, so  many  families  were  now  in  the 
habit  of  taking  up  their  abode  at  hotels. 

^'  For  people  in  health,  they  might  be  de- 
sirable abodes,"  he  replied;  but  he  could 
not  bear  the  noise  there  must  always  be  in 
such  places ;  declaring  he  did  not  think 
London  at  all  improved  since  he  had  last 
left  it,  as  even  the  nobility  were  still  the 
worse  lodged  of  any  in  Europe. 

The  Marquis  begged   leave  to  differ  in 

opinion;  and   the  polite  nabob  agreed  he 

N  5  mii>ht 
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niight  be  splenetic^  or  too  fastidious,  but 
assured  his  auditor  tiiat  his  inferior  servants 
"vvere  better  lodged  at  Calcutta  than  he  was 
himself  at  present ;  entering  into  various 
details  respecting  his  habitation^  which  in- 
duced our  hero  to  say,  there  were  indeed 
few  houses  in  London  to  be  compared  to 
the  one  he  had  been  describing. 

Mrs.  Glover,  who  had  been  glancing  her 
eyes  over  the  paper,  now  exclaimed — 
''  Here  is  a  villa  advertised  to  be  sold,  that 
would,  in  my  opinion,  exactly  suit  you. 
General,  admitting  it  answers  the  descrip- 
tion given  of  it." 

"Head  the  account  of  it.  Glover,  since 
any  thing  must  be  preferable  to  this  gloomy 
abode/' 

The  lady  did  as  he  desired ;  and  as  the 
dining-parlour  was  said  to  be  twenty-eight 
feet  by  twenty-two,  the  saloon  thirty-five 
by  twenty-six,  library  in  proportion,  seven 
masters  bed-rooms^  with  every  &c.  and 
every  necessary  domestic  office,  he  agreed 
the  house  might  suit  his  purpose  ;  and  was 

happy 
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happy  to  hear  it  was  delightfully  situated 
upon  the  banks  of  the  Thames,  about  five 
miles  from  London,  and  that  the  pFeasiue- 
grounds,  in  which  were  included  a  pinery, 
and  grapery,  were  said  to  cover  twel\  e 
acres  of  ground ;  therefore  he  found»he 
should  not  be  stinted  for  room,  and  might 
display  his  taste  for  Eastern  raagniiiceiice, 
upon  a  grand  scale.  The  furniture,  which 
was  very  modern,  was  either  to  be  taken  at 
a  fair  valuation,  or  to  be  sold  by  auction 
on  the  premises,  at  the  option  of  the  pun- 
chaser. 

As  money  was  no  object  to  him,  the 
General  said,  he  would  take  every  thing  xi 
it  stood,  and  alter  and  improve  at  his  lei- 
sure ;  the  house  must  be  habitable,  and  he 
did  not  care  how  soon  he  removed  thither, 
though  it  was  hardly  the  season  for  the 
country;  but  he  was  convinced  he  should 
not  be  able  to  exist  in  town,  and  his  friends, 
would,  he  hoped,  pay  him  frequent  visits, 
as  it  was  merely  a  morning's  drive — ''  Yoa, 
are  fond  of  riding.  Marquis,  the  Doctor 
N  6  told 
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told  nie^    therefore   I   may   hope    to  see 
you/' 

'''Most  assuredly/'  was  the  reply,  rather 
encouraging  his  wish  to  leave  town,  which, 
having  resolved  to  do,  he  changed  the  con- 
versation, excusing  himself  for  having 
•  dwelled  so  long  upon  his  future  arrange- 
ments;  adding — ''The  Marquis  of  Derwent 
has  very  lately  taken  to  himself  a  young 
wife,  I  hear.  I  wish  he  may  not  find  her 
worse  to  manage  than  a  young  recruit; — 
nor  should  I  be  at  all  surprised,  were  she 
to  desert  at  last.  We  were  once  very  inti- 
mate, but  he  is  some  years  my  senior,  and 
I  am  more  in  need  of  a  nurse  than  a  wife.** 
Our  hero  said  but  little  in  reply,  but,  at 
his  request,  entered  into  various  details  re- 
specting his  family,  and  received,  as  they 
were  meant,  the  nabob's  compliments, 
upon  his  having  already  distinguished  him- 
self among  the  defenders  of  his  country. — 
The  General  next  hoped  he  would  fix  an 
early  day  for  dining  with  him.  "  Was  he 
engaged  on  Tuesday  ?" 

As 
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As  our  hero  was  not^  he  agreed  to  spend 
it  in  Harley-streetj  much  to  the  old  gentle- 
man's satisfaction;  who  next  entertained 
him  with  a  brief  abstract  of  his  own  life, 
wishing  to  convince  him  that  he  had  done 
wonders  for  his  King  and  country  in  the 
East,  and  that  he  had  honourably  acquired 
a  princely  fortune^  w^hich  would^  in  due 
time,  devolve  to  his  daughter ;  regretting 
that  his  riches  would  not  purchase  him  a 
better  constitution,  since  ill  health  effec- 
tually prevented  his  enjoying  any  of  the 
luxuries  now  within  his  reach. 

'^  Your  sister  is  in  town,  I  think  you  told 
me.  Marquis;  I  shall  therefore  feel  myself 
obliged  if  you  will  introduce  her  to  my 
girl  ;  her  being  a  Catholic  is  of  no  conse- 
quence, in  my  opinion,  since  young  girls 
seldom  meet  to  discuss  religious  subjects, 
and  Zara  is  no  fool,  I  give  you  my  honour. 

Indeed  it  would  be  a  d~ d  shame  if  she 

was^  as  her  education  has  cost  me  what 
many  parents  would  deem  a  very  handsome 
fortune.     Her  mother  wished  me  to  have 

sent 
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sent  her  to  England^,  but  I  have  no  opinion 
of  public  schools;  and  I  had  no  female  re- 
lation to  whom  I  could  delegate  the  charge, 
your  mother  being  no. more  ;  and  I  wished 
her  to  pursue  her  studies  under  Mrs.  Um- 
freville's  own  eyes,   who  was  a    most  ex- 
cellent woman;    and   fortunately  for  the 
girl,  she  lived  long  enough  to    instil  her 
own  principles  into  her  mind.     I  know  the 
world  has  been  pleased  to  say  my  late  wife 
was  not  a  woman    of  family.      She  was  a 
merchant's  daughter,  I  agree,   and  might 
have  married  a  nobleman,  had  not  her  fa- 
ther failed,  which  led  to  her  visiting  India, 
fortunately  for  me,  since,  had  I  searched 
Europe  for  a  wife,  I  should  not  have   met 
with  her  equal ;  and  if  I  acted  imprudently 
in  my  youth,  I  retrieved  both  my  fortune 
and  character,  even  before  I  married  ;  and, 
for  the  last  fifteen  years  of  my  life,  I  have 
lived  like  a  prince,   and   have  been  sur- 
rounded by  a  court ;  but  now  I  am  CiDme 
'home    to   die    in  obscurity.       Would    to 
Heaven  I  had  lost  my  life  in   the  field  of 

battle. 
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battle^,  which  would  have  been  far  prefer- 
able to  lingering  out  a  cheerless  existence, 
as  I  seem  doomed  to  do." 

Our  hero  hoped  he  should  find  him  in 
better  health  and  spirits  the  following 
morning,  when  he  promised  to  look  in 
upon  him  again,  and  to  bring  his  sister, 
who  would,  he  was  convinced,  be  extremely 
happy  to  form  an  acquaintance  w^ith  Miss 
Umfreville.  The  General  was  profuse  in 
his  acknowledgments,  and  reluctantly  suf- 
fered the  Marquis  to  depart,  infinitely 
more  prepossessed  in  his  daughter's  than 
in  his  favour. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.  XL 


Doctor  Campbell  having  been  extremely 
struck  with  Miss  Umfreville^  when  they 
first  met,  and  who  had  had  various  oppor- 
tunities of  conversing  with  her  during  their 
journey,  was  convinced  that  she  deserved 
all  the  praises  her  father  had  lavished  upon 
her,  which  he  told  our  hero,  as  the^  drove 
from  the  door,  asking  him,  in  a  gay  tone, 
how  his  heart  stood  affected,  now  he  had 
seen  this  Eastern  luminary  ? 

''  I  think  her  extremely  handsome,  and 
very  much  tobe'pitied.  Doctor;  but  I  am 
ngt  yet  in  love.'' 

''  I  can    only    wish     you    wxre,"    was 

the 
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the  reply ;  '^  since  1  positively  think  she 
would  make  )oii  an  excellent  wife.—- 
The  servants  all  adore  her,  which  is  a 
proof  of  her  good  disposition  ;  and  she 
has  been  so  well  broken  in,  that  I  think 
you  never  need  fear  her  running  rest  iff; 
and  you  will  certainly  never  have  to  blush 
for  her,  since  I  believe  her  to  be  quite  as 
highly  accomplished  as  her  father  boasts/ 
as  I  know  she  speaks  several  languages^  and 
handles  a  pencil  inimitably/' 

"  Still  you  will  not  talk  me  into  love 
with  her,"  gaily  replied  our  hero ;  "  so^ 
not  to  dwell  any  longer  upon  her  perfec- 
tions, give  me  your  opinion  of  Mrs.  Glover/' 

"  vShe  is  a  woman  of  sense,  and  has  been 
extremely  well  educated,  and  would,  I  dare 
believe,  have  condescended  to  become  the 
General's  clicre  amie,  did  she  not  hope  ta 
induce  him  to  bestow  his  name  upon  her^ 
which  she  was  well  convinced  he  would 
never  do  upon  his  mistress;  and  as  she  is 
an  adept  in  the  art  of  flattering  his  foibles, 
and  is  a  slave  to  his  caprices,  she  is  at  pre- 

'     sent 
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sent  in  high  favour.  Whether  she  will 
bring  him  to  her  ternis^  I  cannot  pretend  to 
say;  I  should  think  not." 

^'  No  more  should  J/'  resumed  our  hero^ 
''  as  he  reprobated  my  grandfather  for  hav- 
ing p'ayed  the  fool.  At  all  events,  he  will 
wish  his  daughter  should  marry  first,  for 
fear  I,  or  any  other  suitor^  should  object  to 
Mrs.  Glover  for  a  mama." 

''  That  reflection  will  certainly  have 
great  weight  with  the  nabob,"  replied  the 
Doctor,  whom  the  Marquis  set  down  in  his 
v;ay  home,  at  a  friend's,  with  whom  he  was 
engaged  to  dine,  and  then  proceeded  into 
Welbeck-street,  having  promised  to  ac- 
company Lady  Winifred  and  her  compa- 
nions into  Hyde-Park,  and  to  dine  tn  fa- 
mille  in  Portland-place. 

The  Marquis  of  Derwent  and  his  fair 
bride  gave  them  the  meeting  at  Lord  Al- 
gernon's; and  after  dinner^  our  heroin- 
formed  the  party  that  General  Umfreville 
was  arrived  in  London. 

''  I  am  glad  to  hear  it/'  said  Lord  Der- 

wentj 
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went,  ''  for  he  and  I  are  old  friends  ;  but 
he  had  made  very  free  with  his  constitu- 
tion before  he  went  abroad,  and  he  has 
resided  some  time  in  India,  vvhich  mi'iSt 
have  been  very  inimical  to  his  health,  for 
he  is  not  an  old  man — about  my  standard, 
if  I  recollect  right/' 

The  Earl  gave  our  hero  a  look,  but  did 
not  speak. 

''  Only  one  daughter,  you  say.  Mar- 
quis ?''  proceeded  the  old  gentleman ;  ''  is 
she  handsome  ?" 

"  She  is  even  more  than  handsome,  my 
Lord,  as  I  have  never  seen  a  more  beautiful 
woman,  the  present  company  excepted— 
well  understood.'* 

''  I  give  you  credit  for  your  after- 
thought, Endermay  ;  but  since  you  have 
seen  so  much  to  admire  in  the  girl,  I  hope 
you  mean  to  do  as  I  have  done  very  speed- 
ily, as  you  must  have  the  ball  at  your  foot; 
so  do  not  let  such  a  prize  escape  you  ; — 
she  will  soon  be  surrounded  with  admir- 
ers ; 
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ers ;  and  these.  Eastern  ladies  are  very  for- 
ward plants.'* 

*'  Does  your  Lordship  think  that  any  re- 
commendation ?"  asked  out  hero. 

Lady  Winifred  called  her  brother  to  or- 
der/ who  declared  he  meant  no  reflection 
upon  Miss  Umfreville/ whose  family  and 
fortune  would  enable  her  to  pick  and 
chuse  among  men  of  the  first  rank. 

Lady  Winifred  agreed  she  was  extremely 
w-ellallfcd  on  the  father's  side:  and  as  her 
mother  was  no  more,  it  might  never  be 
known  who  she  v/as. 

"  And  if  it  were/*  cried  Lord  Derwent, 
'*'  that  would  not  prevent  her  daughter 
from  making  a  good  match  ;  and  as  I  know 
General  Umfreville  was  always  renowned 
for  being  a  good  disciplinarian^  I  am  con- 
vinced his  daughter  will  make  an  exceed- 
ing good  wife  ;  for  no  mian  ever  kept  his 
mistresses  in  better  order;  and  I  dare  say 
his  late  wife  was  under  excellent  controul, 
and  understood  the  word  of  command  as 
well  as  his  soldiers.** 

Lady 
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Lady  Algernon^,  perceiving  that  the  old 
Marquis  had  felt  himself  offended  at  Lady 
Winifred's  allusions  to  his  wife's  want  of 
family,  broke  in  upon  his  encomiums 
upon  the  General's  mode  of  managing  \vo- 
men,  to  express  a  wish  to  be  introduced  to 
his  daughter. 

'^  Then  may  I  hope^  my  dear  aunty  you 
will  do  the  honours  of  my  house,  when  I 
invite  the  General  and  Miss  Umfreville  to 
dine  with  me  ?'* 

''  Very  willingly  ;  I  wish  to  see  them." 

''  So  do  V  said  the  Earl. 

'•'  I  will  positively  call  in  Harley-strect 
to-morrow,"  cried  Lord  Derwent  ;  ''  and 
rally  my  old  friend  out  of  his  dislike  to 
London.  He  used  to  be  a  very  amusing 
honvivant ;  and  surely  he  has  not  yet  out- 
lived the  pleasures  of  the  table  and  the 
bottle.'* 

The  Marquis  encouraged  Jiim  in  his  in- 
tention of  renewing  their  former  acquaint- 
ance, and  politely  requested  Lady  Winifred 
would  suffer  his  sister  to  accompany  him 

into 
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into  Harley-street  the  following  morning. 
His  asking  her  permission  upon  such  an  oc- 
casion was  truly  gratifying  to  her  precise 
Ladyship,  who  assured  him  she  should  be 
extremely  happy  to  be  introduced  herself 
to  the  young  lady,  of  whom  she  had  now 
formed  a  very  high  opinion. 

This  was  said  with  a  significant  look^  but 
he  did  not  chuse  to  take  her  hint. 

*'  ShalM  accompany  you,  brother,  into 
Harley-street  ?"  asked  Algernon,  who  was 
generally  very  silent  at  these  family  parties, 
"  as  I  am  very  curious  to  see  this  handsome 
girl." 

"  Very  possible  ;  but  as  she  has  no  bro- 
thers, I  can  have  no  pretence  for  taking 
you  with  me,  as  1  am  not  yet  authorised  to 
introduce  any  male  visitors,  there/' 

''  Else  I  meant  to  have  preferred  a  similar 
petition.  Marquis/'  obtruded  LordDunluce; 
"  but  now  I  must  trust  to  chance  for  ob- 
taining a  view  of  this  Eastern  belle.'* 

''  You  shall  meet  her  in  Arlington- 
street,"  said  our  hero,  "  as  I  mean  to  ask 

her 


LANGIITON    PRIORY.  237 

her  and  the  Genera]  to  favour  me  with  their 
company  this  day  week ;  and  whether  or 
not,  I  hope  to  have  the  pleasure  of  enter- 
taining the  present  company  there  next 
Sunday." 

As  this  had  been  previously  settled,  no 
objection  was  of  course  made  by  any  one 
present,  as  they  were  all  more  or  less  im- 
patient to  see  the  East  Indians. 

Not  having  given  him  any  invitation  the 
over-night,  our  hero  was  rather  surprised  at 
finding  Algernon  calmly  seated,  reading  the 
newspaper  in  the  breakfast-parlour,  when 
he  came  down  the  following  morning. 

"  Here  I  am,  brother,  unasked,  you  find, 
come  to  breakfast  with  you." 

The  Marquis  assured  him  he  was  no  less 
,  welcome,  enquiring  after  Mr.  Belthorpe, 
and  how  they  liked  their  new  lodgings  ? 

"  Oh,  they  are  very  comfortable  :  I  hope 
you  will  look  in  upon  us  when  you  come 
that  way.'' 

"  Certainly/*  w^as  the  reply,  wonder- 
ing what  had  brought  him  from  home  so 

early ; 
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early  ;  surely  not  to  renew  his  overnight's 
request^  to  be  introduced  to  the  General 
and  his  daughter,  as  he  seemed  rather  em- 
barrassed during  their  meal,  which  the 
Marquis  did  not  chuse  to  notice  ;  but  when 
the  servants  were  withdrawn,  after  a  good 
deal  of  circumlocution,  he  ventured  to 
ask  his  dear  brother  to  lend  him  fifty 
pounds. 

''  Undoubtedly,"  was  the  reply^  instantly 
filling  up  a  check  for  twice  the  sum,  which 
he  put  into  his  hands. 

''  Well,  how  kind!'*  said  the  gratified, 
young  man. — ''  Really  this  is  being  too 
good.  I  dare  say  you  wonder  how  I  came 
to  be  in  want  already  ;  but  you  must  know 
I  was  not  very  flushed  with  cash  when  I 
came  to  town  ;  and  what  with  one  thing 
and  another,  I  have  contrived  to  got 
through  all  I  had.  Belthorpe  keeps  the 
money  for  our  general  expences,  and  I 
dare  not  apply  to  him  yet,  as  he  would 
come  to  clo.^e  questions,  which  1  wish  to 
avoid  ;^but  the  night  before  last,  our  new 

landlord 
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landlord  o^ave  us  a  bit  of  a  treat,  and  after 
supper  we  all  played  at  a  game  called  Spe- 
culation ;  and  I  am  no  great  card-player, 
never  having  been  allowed  to  touch  one 
at  the  Priory  ;  but  this  was  so  easy,  a  child 
might  understand  it,  they  said ;  so  I  was 
prevailed  on  to  join  the  party,  and  had 
such  a  run  of  ill  luck,  that  I  lost  more  th^n 
I  chose  to  acknowledge  to  Belthorpe, 
which  induced  me  to  apply  to  you,  as  you 
once  told  me  I  might,  in  cases  of  emer- 
gency ;  so  I  hope  you  will  not  be  offended 
at  my  having  taken  such  a  liberty." 

*^' By  no  means:  for  your  own  sake,  I 
^vould  have  you  be  cautious  in  future, 
since  there  are  many  people  in  London 
who  merely  live  by  their  skill  at  cards,  and 
other  games  of  hazard  ;  therefore  never 
suffer  yourself  to  be  tempted  to  play,  but 
in  Mr.  Belthorpe's  company,  then  you  will 
run  no  risk  of  losing  more  than  you  can 
well  afford." 

Algernon  \vas  ready  to  promise  every 
thing  his  brother  required^  who  was  not 

VOL.  III.  o  sorry 
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sorry  wh^n  Dr.  Campbell,  who  had  break- 
fasted with  Juliano,  broke  in  upon  their 
tctC'd-tete ;  and  Algernon,  who  was  ex- 
tremely anxious  to  finger  the  cash,  seized 
the  opportunity  to  take  leave  of  his  gene- 
rous brother,  who  learnt  from  the  Doctor 
that  his  favourite  was  very  well,  and  ready 
to  swear  to  the  truth  of  the  short  narrative 
of  his  own  life,  whi^h  he  had  drawn  up, 
and  which  the  Earl  of  Algernon  meant  to 
submit  immediately  to  the  inspection  of 
the  crown  lawyers ;  with  the  longer  detail 
relative  to  their  suspicions  respecting  his 
relationship  to  them,  which  he  had  of 
course  not  read  to  the  young  man. 

^'  Then  do  you  proceed  into  Portland- 
place,  my  good  friend,  while  I  drive  into 
Welbeck-street  for  Rosalie,  who  will  cer^ 
tainly,  while  she  remains  in  town,  be  a  very 
eligible  companion  for  the  fair  Zara." 

'^  They  seem  to  me  to  have  been  cast  in 
the  same  mould,"  was  the  reply;  "  there- 
fore sincerely  do  I  wish  that  they  may  one 
day  be  nearer  related/' 

*^  Shall 
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'"'  Shall  I  set  you  down  at  my  uncle's?*^ 
was  the  reply  ;  "  or  are  you  inclined  to 
walk  thither?" 

"  I  had  mther  walk^  as  I  have  several 
places  to  call  at ;  therefore  adieu^  till  we 
meet  again.*' 

Our  hero  therefore  pfoceeded  alone  Into 
Welbeck-streetj  and  after  sitting  half  an 
hour  with  Lady  Winifred,  who  said  she  saw 
Very  little  of  Mr.  Albany,  as  he  never  called 
lipon  his  sister,  except  to  take  her  to  church, 
our  hero  urged  he  plight  be  afraid  of  in- 
truding, as  he  could  not  suppose  he  wished 
to  appear  deficient  in  respect  to  her  Lady^ 
ship. 

Rosalie  spoke  lo  the  same  effect.  Lady 
Winifred  therefore  agreed  she  might  be 
captious.  Still  she  could  not  help  wishing 
he  bore  more  resemblance  to  his  kind  ad- 
vocates, to  whom  she  became  daily  more 
attached  :  and  between  one  and  two  they 
proceeded  to  the  General's,  who  was  alone 
with  his  daughter,  and  in  momentary  ex- 
pectation of  them.  The  Marquis  having  in- 
o  2  troduced 
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Produced  his  companion  to  the  General^ 
v;ho  had  risen  to  receive  her,  he  next 
presented  her  to  Miss  Umfreville,  "  who 
A\'oiild  be  proud/'  said  her  father,  ''  of 
ranking  a  sister  of  the  Marquis  of  Ender- 
may's  among  her  friends/* 
■■  The  half  trembling  timid  Zara  made  so 
artless  an  acknowledgment  to  our  hero,  for 
having  thus,  as  she  said,  anticipated  the  first 
^vish  of  her  heart,  that  his  Lordship's  'pity 
for  her  greatly  increased  ;  and  even  her 
tyrannical  father  seemed  pleased.  Having 
placed  Rosalie  next  herself,  she  seemed, 
our  hero  fancied,  to  feel  a  sensation  bor- 
dering on  happiness;  who,  not  seeing  Mrs. 
Glover,  thought  it  necessary  to  enquire 
after  her. 

''  Oh,  she  is  nobody,  you  know.  Mar- 
quis," was  the  reply  ;  "  else  I  should  not 
have  permitted  her  to  leave  home,  when 
you  and  Miss  Albany  were  expected  ;  but 
I  have  sent  her  to  look  at  the  villa  we  were 
talking  of  yesterday  ;  since,  should  that 
not   answer   my   expectations,    there  are 

many 
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many  others  to  be  had^  Page,  my  agent,  tdls' 
me;  or  I  may  hire  one,  till  I  can  make  a  pur- 
chase exactly  to  my  mind  ;  but  I  wish  to 
be  quite  at  home  as  vsoon  as  possible." 

The  Marquis,  upon  whom  the  task  of 
entertaining  him  devolved,  agreed  he 
would  find  11  i m se I f  m ore  c o m fo r table  i n  a 
house  of  his  own  ;  when,  to  his  great  joy^,. 
the  General  was  informed  that  Mr.  Fordyce 
was  below. 

"    Shew    him    into   the    back    drav;ing- 
room,"  was  his  order. — Then  turning  to 
Qur  hero — '^I  must  request  leave  of  ab- . 
sence   for  a  few   minutes,    as   Fordyce  is- 
come  by  appointment,  and  upon  business- 
of  importance." 

Malcolm  requested  he  would  not  hurry 
his  friend  away  upon  his  account,  as  he 
certainly  should  not  find  the  time  long  in 
Miss  Umfreville*s  company  ;  who,  like  Ro- 
salie, seemed  rejoiced  when  the  nabob 
left  them  to  themselves,  and  their  con ver-- 
sation  soon  became  very  gay  and  very  g'te-- 
neral;  our  hero  drawing  the  lovely  Zara> 
o  3  on 
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on  to  describe  the  manners  and  customs  of 
the  East,  the  luxurious  mode  of  living  in 
which  the  resident  Europeans  indulged,  and 
the  peculiarities  of  the  natives;  yet  though 
much  more  animated  than  his  Lordship  had 
ever  seen  her,  if  she  heard  any  thing 
move,  her  eyes  were  directly  turned  to- 
wards the  door  by  which  the  General  had 
made  his  exit,  which  was  a  proof  that  she 
lived  in  constant  fear  of  her  tyrannical  fa- 
ther. 

Our  hero  told  her  how  anxious  Lady  Al- 
gernon was  to  be  introduced  to  her,  men- 
tioning when  he  hoped  to  see  her  in  Ar- 
lington-street, Rosalie  gaily  describing 
every  one  whom  she  would  meet,  hoping 
she  would  m.ake  due  allowances  for  Alger- 
non, who  had  not  yet  rubbed  ofTthe  rust 
he  had  contracted  at  the  Priory. 

''  I  shall  be  extremely  happy  if  I  am  per- 
mitted to  cultivate  the  acquaintance  of  the 
Countess  of  Algernon,  and  to  see  you  often, 
my  dear  Miss  Albany  ;  but  I  do  not  sup- 
pose my  father  will  remain  long  in  Lon- 
don^ 
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don,  he  is  so  unwell,  which  renders  him 
extremely  restless.  While  in  India,  he  was 
always  anticipating  the  comforts  he  had  in 
store,  whenever  he  returned  to  England  ; 
and  now,  though  he  has  nol  spent  two  whole 
days  in  London,,  he  wishes  himself  back 
again  at  Calcutta. 

''During  our  voyage,  he  proposed  call- 
ing in  the  first  medical  advice,  the  moment 
he  reached  town,  and  sincerely  do  I  wish 
he  would ;  but  he  is  now  convinced  that 
physicians  will  merely  hasten  his  dissolu- 
tion, and  that  Mrs.  Glover  understands  his 
complaints  better  than  any  of  them,  r 
vish  he  may  not  be  mistaken." 

She  spoke  in  such  a  feeling  tone,  and 
"was  evidently  so  anxious  for  her  father's 
recovery,  that  the  Marquis  felt  more  and 
more  interested  for  her,  and  endeavoured 
to  raise  her  spirits,  by  prognosticating  that 
his  native  air,  frequent  change  of  scene,  and 
a  little  gay  society,  would  have  the  hap- 
piest effect  upon  the  General's  health — 
Even  the  amusement  he  would  derive  from- 
o  4'  improving 
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improving  any  villa  he  might  purchase, 
^voiild  prevent  him  from  being  so  sensible 
cF  his  debility;  and  he  made. no  doubt  of 
his  suffering  her  to  participate  in  the  va- 
rious diversions  London  afforded,  under 
the  protection  of  Lady  Algernon  or  Lady 
Winifred  Albany. 

'*  I  much  doubt  your  latter  prognostics 
proving  true.  Marquis;  and  believe  me,  I 
shall  be  completely  satisfied,  should  my  fa- 
^  ther  regain  his  health  and  strength,  as  irri- 
tability is  one  of  the  symptoms  of  his  com- 
plaint." 

Some  drawings,  which  weue  lying  upon 
a  table  under  the  glass,  now  caught 
the  Marquis's  attention  :  they  were  dif- 
ferent views  taken  in  India,  and  inimitably 
well  executed. 

*'  I  presume  these  are  your  doing,  my 
dear  cousin  ?"  said  the  Marquis. 

She  coloured,  while  she  replied  in  the 
affirmative;  and  could  have  added,  that  her 
father  had  ordered  them  to  be  placed  where 
he  had  found  them,   on  purpose  to  excite 

his 
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his  notice.  This  our  hero  had  aheady 
guessed,  and  perfectly  acquitted  her  of  hav- 
ing wished  to  display  her  superior  talents. 

Rosalie,  who  had  also  risen  to  examine- 
them,  was  in  raptures,  and  anxiously  point- 
ed out  to  her  brother  every  fresh  beauty 
she  discovered ;  declaring  she  should  be 
half  tempted  to  commit  all  her  miserable 
daubs  at  the  Priory  to  the  flames^  when  she 
returned  home. 

"  That  would  be  very  absurd,  my  dear 
girl,*'  said  the  Marquis;  '*■  since,  though- 
you  will  never  equal  Miss  Umfreville,  yoa 
have  succeeded  much  better  than  could 
have  been  expected,  having  never  had  any 
regular  master.'* 

"  Then  your  designs  have  far  greater  " 
merit  than  mine  will  ever  have,"  in  my 
eyes,"  rejoined  Zara  ;  "  since,  as  my  father- 
justly  observes,  he  spent  a  fortune  upon 
my  education  ;  and  as  my  mother  wished 
me  to  succeed,  and  my  father  would  never 
have  forgiven  me^  had  I  proved  idle  or  in-^ 
o5.  attentive/ 
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attentive  to  my  masters,  my  success  may, 
m  some  respects,  l>e  attributed  to  compul- 
sion, since  I  was  frequently  inclined  to  lay 
down  my  pencil,  and  wearred  my  masters 
with  my  fears,  that  I  should  never  over- 
come the  difficulties  of  the  art." 

While  she  was  thus  endeavouring  to 
convince  our  hero  that  she  was  not  vain  of 
her  superior  acquirements,  he  and  Rosalie 
were  turning  over  her  designs,  among 
which  were  a  collection  of  figures,  in  the 
various  costumes  of  the  East,  and  some  por- 
traits>  extremely  well  finished. 

"  Are  any  of  these  done  for  Mrs. 
Glover  ?"  innocently  enquired  Rosalie. 

"  Oh  no;  her  features  are  sufficiently 
engraved  on  my  memory  ;  and  except  to 
oblige  the  General,  I  shall  never  venture 
to  commit  them  to  paper,  conscious  that  I 
should  never  please  her  with  respect  to  the 
likeness." 

The  Marquis  and  Rosalie  smiled,  which 
iRdueed  Zara  to  add — '^  Not  that  I  mean 

to 
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to  insinuate,  though  rather  vain  of  her  per- 
son, that  Mrs.  Glover  has  not^  many  verjr 
good  quali  ies." 

''  Of  that  I  make  no  doubt,"  resumed  1 
Rosalie;  "  but  even  good  people  are  not; 
always  very  amiable." 

At  that  moment  they  heard  a  bell  ring, 
and  footsteps  approaching.  Zara's  viva- 
city and  animation  instantly  fled,  which 
induced  our  hero  to  put'  up  a  mental  ^ 
prayer,  we  will  hope,  for  the  GeneraPs  re- 
formation, who  looked  pleased  upon  per- 
ceiving they  were  examining  the  contents 
of  the  port-folio,  asking  the  Marquis  what 
he  thought  of  Zara's  drawings? 

*'  I  never  yet  saw  any  better,  General, 
and  very  few  to  equal  those.  I  have  been 
admiring." 

*'  Indeed  !  but  you  must^  not  make  the 
girl  vain.  I  have  been  told  before,  that 
she  has  succeeded  in  her  attempts  to  dcii- 
neate  the  beauties  of  nature  ;  and  as  it  is  a 
pretty  amusement  for  a  woman,  and  likely 
to  give  her  a  taste  for  home,  I  chose  sh« 
06:  should 
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should  cultivate  the  art,  as  she  shall  never^ 
"vvith  my  consent,  become  a  modish  woman 
of  fashion." 

The  Marquis  thought,  that  where  young 
people  evinced  a  decided  taste  for  any  of 
the  fine  arts,  it  ofight  to  be  encouraged,, 
under  certain  restrictions,  as  a  sedentary 
life  was  extremely  hurtful  to  the  constitu- 
tion ;  and  if  the  mornings  were  devoted  ta 
improvement,  the  evenings  ought  to  be 
devoted  to  innocent  amusement. 

"  I  hope  a  life  of  fashionable  dissipation 
does  not  come  under  your  denomination 
of  innocent  amusement.  Marquis.  I  have 
endeavoured  to  render  Zara  a  proper  wife 
for  a  sensible  man,  and  to  give  her  accom- 
plishments to  amuse  her  leisure  hours,  as  I. 
never  wish  her  to  shew'  off  in  public  ;  it 
only  renders  young  people  bold  and  as- 
suming; and,  by  G — d,  if  ever  I  was  to, 
hear  her  name  lightly  mentioned,  after, 
marriage,  I  would  save  her  husband  the 
trouble  and  expence  of  suing  for  a  divorce> 
by  putting  a' pistol  to  her  head  myself.'* 

''  Rather^ 
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"  Rather  a  summary  way  of  proceeding. 
General/'  was  the  reply  ( it  ought  to  have 
been  observed  that  the  young  ladies  had 
left  the  room,  upon  the  General's  en- 
trance), "  and  certainly  rather  a  dange- 
rous resolution." 

''  Why  it  might  bring  me  to  the  gallows; 
but  that  would  not  deter  me  from  wreaking 
my  revenge,  even  upon  my  only  child, 
should  she  ever  give  the  world  reason  to 
mention  her  with  contempt." 

To  our  hero's  great  relief,  who  was  very 
much  at  a  loss  what  to  say  to  the  nabob,  as 
he  did  not  wish  \o  quarrel  with  him,  the 
Marquis  of  Derwent  was  announced,  and 
immediately  shewn  in.  . 

''  Welcome  home,  my  dear  Umfreville!" 
was  his  first  salute. — "  Why,  z— ds  !  old 
Time  seems  to  have  dealt  more  hardly  with 
you  than  with  me,  though  I  have  grand- 
children older  than  your  daughter  ;  bi.t  I 
rejoice  to  see  you,  and  hope  you  will 
shake  off  all  your  Indian  complaints,  now 
you  are  once  more  amongst  us." 

•     <    The 
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The  General  made  a  suitable  reply  tO" 
this  speech,  and  appeared  very  happy  to 
see  his  old  friend,  ringing  the  bell  for  Miss 
Umfreville;  anxious  to  introduce  her  to 
the  Marquis,  who  paid  her  some  very  gal- 
lant compliments,  declaring  that  it  was  well 
for  his  grandsons  he  had  so  lately  entered* 
the  holy  pale,  siiice,  had  he  been  still  a: 
widower,  he  should  indubitably  have  in- 
creased the  number  of  Miss  Umfreville's 
admirers. 

She  smiled  at  his  rhapsodies,  and  he  re- 
commended to  his  old  friend  to  follow  his 
example,  launching  out  in  praise  of  the 
Marchioness  of  Derwent,   who  would  be 
extremely  happy  to  see  Miss  Umfreville,. 
whom  he  invited,  as  well  a&  her  father,  to. 
his  grand  fete.      The  Marquis  seized  the 
opportunity  to  request  the  General  would . 
favour  him  with  his  company  the  follow- 
ing Sunday,  as  all  his  family  were  impatient; 
to  be  introduced  to  hi%  and  Miss  Umfre- 
ville. 

This  hint  decided  the  nabob,  who  at  last: 

suiieredi 
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suffered  him  and  Rosalie  to  depart,  after 
making  the  former  promise  to  accompany 
her  brother  to  dine  in  Harley-street  the 
next  day,  as  he  saw  much  to  admire  in  her, 
and  she  was  not,  as  he  had  feared,  a  fa- 
shionable Miss,  proud  of  her  rank,  beauty, 
and  accomplishments ;  therefore  a  very 
proper  companion  for  his  daughter. 

Lord  Derwent  took  his  ifeave,  at  the  same 
time  telling  the  General  he  should  expect 
to  see  him  in  St.  JamesV square  the  first 
time  he  wentout,  and  assuring  his  daughter 
that  she  would  only  have  to  agpear  to  be 
admired. 


OHAP, 
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CHAP.  XII. 


Having  set  his  sister  dov/n^  our  hero  prc-^ 
ceeded  in.to  V/ells-street,  where  he  spent 
an  hour  with  Jul iano^  whom  he  wished  he 
could  have  introduced  in  Harley-street,  as 
he  longed  to  hear  his  opinion  of  the  fair 
Zara.  Rosalie  had  been  lavish  in  her 
praise,  and  had  even  hinted  a  wish  that  she 
might,  in  time,  be  nearer  related  to  her, 
to  Lady  Winifred,  not  having  chosen 
to  speak  so  freely  to  her  brother.  The 
old  lady  was  therefore  extremely  anxious 
to  see  her  ;  and  curiosity  getting  the  bet- 
ter of  her  strict  notions  of  etiquette,  she 
told  Rosalie  she. would  call  for  her  the  next 

evenings  . 
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evening,  as  she  was  going  to  dine  at  a. 
friend's  in  Cavendibh-square ;  and,  as 
doubtless  the  General  would  ask  her  up,  she 
should  thus  see  Miss  Umfreville,  and 
should  then  be  better  able  to  judge  whe- 
ther she  would  appear  to  advantage  as 
Marchioness  of  Enderniay.  Before^  how- 
ever, he  had  heard  hei'  opinion  upon  the 
subject,  our  hero,  who  had  dined  with  a 
very  fashionable  party,  was  more  than  once 
lost  in  reflection,  and  could  not  prevent 
his  thoughts  from  wandering  into  Harley- 
street ;  and,  during  breakfast  the  next 
morning,  he  told  the  Doctor,  that  till  some 
one  took  pity  on  the  lovely  girl,  and  made 
suitable  proposals  to  the  nabob  (whom  he 
was  convinced  was  an  old  savage,  instan- 
cing his  threats  to  shoot  his  daughter),  he 
feared  she  would  remain  an  absolute  pri- 
soner. 

The  Doctor  made  no.  doubt  she  would, 
the  Genera]  was  so  afraid  of  fortune-hun- 
ters, and  seemed  to  have  so  very  bad  an 
opinion  of  the  sex;   but  did  not  chuse   to 

express 


306  lANGHTON    PRIOIIY. 

express  his  wishes  that  his  pupil  woutd- 
prove  her  liberator^  as  he.  felt  that  this  was 
a  matter  in  which  he  ought  to  decide  for 
himself. 

At  the  appointed  hour,  the  brother  and 
sister  drove  to  the  General's,  who  received 
them  with  infinite  cordiality  ;  and  the 
lovely  Zara  seemed  still  more  happy  to  see 
them,  as  joy  lij^hted  up  her  eyes>  and  dim- 
pled in  her  cheeks,  while  welcoming  Ro- 
salie :  nor  had  the  Marquis  any  reason  to 
complain  of  the  reception  she  gave  him. — 
Mrs.  Glover  was  of  course  the  General's 
humble  echo,  who  told  the  Marquis  he- 
proposed  going  to  seethe  villa  in  question 
the  next  day,  as  Glover  was  extremely 
pleased  with  it,  and  it  was  ready  for  his 
immediate  reception,  though  he  meant  to 
decorate  it  in  the  Eastern  style,  which  he 
preferred  to  the  Egyptian,  now  so  much  in 
vogue;  at  all  events,  the  latter  was  more 
calculated  for  town  than  country-houses; 
displaying  a  variety  of  Indian  views  of 
villas,  and  pointing  out  the  beauties   'm> 

each. 
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each,  and  the  improvements  he  could  make 
in  all. 

The  Marquis  listened  very  patiently  to 
these  very  uninteresting  details,  perceiving 
that  Zara  and  Rosalie  were  in  earnest  dis- 
course, and  that  Mrs.  Glover  was  too  busily 
employed  in  extolling  the  General's  taste, 
to  attend  to  them. 

At  last  they  were  summoned  to  dinner, 
when  the  nabob  displayed  his  amiable  tem- 
per, by  finding  fault  with  every  thing. — 
Even  Mrs.  Glover  began  to  wax  warm,  he 
was  so  unreasonable  ;  and  our  hero  hinted 
that  he  would  be  starved  in  every  other 
house,  v/here  he  might  visit,  since  he  found 
so  much  to  condemn  in  his  own  cook,  and 
could  not  relish  what  were  reckoned  dain- 
ties at  the  fii-st  tables. 

This  had  the  desired  effect,  and  induced 
him  to  apologize  for  his  fretfulness  and  im- 
patience, for  which  the  Marquis  w^as  made 
ample  amends,  by  hearing  his  daughter  ac- 
com.pany  her  voice  upon  the  harp  during 
the  afternoon,  as  she  was.  perfect  mistress 

of 
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of  the  instrument,  and  sung  with  infinite* 
taste  and  judgment.  Even  the  General  was 
soothed  into  an  unusual  good-humour. 

Soon  after  nine,  Lady  Winifred  Albany^ 
stopped  at  the  door,  and,  as  she  had  fore- 
seen, was  requested  to  walk  in.  The  Afar- 
q ids  went  down  to  enforce  the  General's^ 
intreaty,  and  she  readily  presented  him 
vith  her  hand.  Her  ward  followed  her  out 
of  the  carriage,  no  less  curious  to  see  this- 
East  Indian  heiress.  The  General  apologised 
so  politely,  for  not  having  vv^aited  upon  her 
Ladyship  at  the  coach-door,  and  seemed  so 
happy  to  renew  his  acquaintance  with  her, 
that  she  was  in  an  unusual  good-humour, 
and  extremely  lavish  of  her  compliments 
to  Miss  Umfreville,  to  whom  she  sincerely 
wished  her  ward  had  borne  a  greater  resem.- 
blance,  as  she  made  no  doubt^  even  should 
the  Marquis  of  Endermay  overlook  her 
diarms,  of  her  marrying  a  man  of  equal 
rank ;  and  as  all  these  rather  unexpected 
visits  from  the  Albany  family  augured  well, 
the  General  thought,   he  was  in  unusuaL 

jrood- 
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l^ood-hiimoiir,  when  his  guests  departed  ; 
and  even  declared  he  was  happy  he  had 
come  to  England :  and  the  followinir 
mornino'  he  found  himself  well  enough  to 
leave  cards  in  St.  James's-square  and  in 
Arlirigton-street ;  after  which  he  drove  to 
the  villa  with  his  daughter  and  Mrs. 
Glover. 

Our  hero  looked  in  upon  his  favourite 
in  the  morning,  whose  case  was  now  be- 
fore counsel ;  and  they  v/ould  not  have 
thought  they  had  earned  their  money,  had 
they  not  taken  due  time  for  consideration^ 
said  Lord  Algernon,  upon  whom  he  also 
called/ and  with  whom  he  dined.  Both 
him  and  the  Countess  wondered  they  saw 
so  little  of  young  Albany.  The  Marquis 
supposed  he  preferred  the  society  of  Bel- 
thorpe's  friends;  resolving,  nevertheless, 
to  look  in  upon  him  the  next  morning, 
v/hich  he  did,  soon  after  breakfast.  To  his 
great  joy,  he  was  from  homxC ;  he  therefore 
left  a  card ;  and  then,  curious  to  know  whe- 
ther the  General  had  taken^  or  rather  pur- 
chased. 


310  LAKGHTON    PRIORY. 

chased,  the  villa,  he  proceeded  into  ttar- 
ley-street.  The  nabob  was  in  unusual 
spirits^  and  in  a  very  good-humour,  which 
was  rather  increased,  by  the  appearance  of 
his  visitor;  nor  was  the  lovely  Zara  less 
pleased  to  see  him,  though  her  looks  alone 
spoke  her  satisfaction. 

The  General  was  so  full  of  his  recent  pur^ 
chase,  that  he  hardly  suffered  him  to  take  a 
seat,  befote  he  informed  him  that  he  had 
bought  the  villa,  furnished  as  it  stood,  and 
had  already  set  various  people  to  Work  un- 
der the  gardener.  A  very  intelligent  fel- 
low, W ,  the  surveyor,  was  to  go  down 

that  morning,  and  to  draw  a  plan  of  the 
necessary  alterations  he  wished  to  make 
in  the  offices^  as  the  house  would  do,  when 
it  was  in  part  new  furnished  ;  and  he  meant 
to  send  one  of  the  first  upholsterers  down 
the  next  day.  The  grounds  could  be  beau- 
tified after  he  had  taken  possession,  which 
he  hoped  to  do  in  a  fortnight,  or  three 
weeks  at  farthest,  since  money  Was  no  ob- 
ject, when  put  in  competition  with  his 
3  health 
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health   and   convenience — ''    Not   that   I 
mean  to  make  it  my  constant  residence/' 
he  went  on,  ^'  as  I  have  told  Page   to  look 
out  for  a  suitable  purchase  for  me  in  the 
West  of  England,  as  I  wish  to  have  a  spa^ 
cious  mansion-house,  and  a  large  estate,  in 
Dorsetshire  or  Devonshire,   as  I  dare  not 
think  of  ever  visiting   Scotland,   yet  much 
less  of  ever   residing   there ;    and    Leveu 
House  is  not  susceptible  of  much  embel- 
lishment.       Montrose    Castle   is   a   noble 
abode,  and  greatly  improved,  I  understand^ 
since  I  left  England  ;  but  I  am  resolved  U: 
fix  my  tent  in  the  West,   else   there  is  ; 
noble  estate  now  upon  sale  in  StaflTordshire 
the  rent-roll  between   six  and  seven  thou- 
sand a-year;   but  I  should  not  care  were  I 
to  meet  with  one  which  brought  in  double 
or  treble  that  sum,  as  land  is  always  in- 
creasing in  value." 

The  Marquis  listened  and  approved  of 
all  his  intentions,  and  promised  to  accom- 
pany him  on  Monday,  to  see  the  boasted 
villa ;  but  soon  took  his  leave,  as  uphol- 

•  sterers, 
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sterers,  cabinet-makers,  &c.  Sec.  Xvere  all 
coming  by  appointment,  to  receive  his  or- 
ders, and  to  assist  in  relieving  him  from  a 
part  of  his  boasted  riches :  convinced, 
therefore,  that  he  would  be  fully  employed 
during  the  two  following  days,  our  hero 
resolved  not  to  break  in  upon  the  amusing 
occupation  he  had  allotted  himself,  till  he 
reflected,  that  as  the  General  was  such  an 
invalid,  he  must  send,  if  he  did  not  call  to 
inquire  after  his  health  ;  and  as  he  was  sure 
of  finding  him  at  home,  he  dropped  in 
both  evenings,  merely  to  enquire  how  he 
did,  he  told  Dr.  Campbell  ;  and  certainly 
he  was  amused,  while  listening  to  the  plans 
the  General  was  laying  for  the  future, 
when,  considering  his  state  of  health  and 
hectic  cough,  he  did  not  suppose  there  was 
an  office  in  London  that  would  have  in- 
sured his  life  for  a  twelvemonth. 

On  the  Sunday,  however,  he  drove  into 
Arlington-street,  in  a  very  elegant  new 
coach,  and  certainly  appeared  in  both  bet- 
ter Health  and  vspirits  than  he  had  done  since 

his 


LANGHTON    PRIORY.  5J3 

his  arrival  in  England.  The  Marquis  and 
Marchioness  of  Derwent^  and  every  other 
member  of  the  Albany  family,  had  pre- 
ceded him  thither ;  and  our  hero,  having 
introduced  him  and  his  lovely  daughter, 
who,  like  Rosalie,  was  dressed  with  infinite 
taste  and  simplicity,  to  every  one  pre- 
sent, the  General  addressed  some  very  flat- 
tering compliments  to  the  Marchioness* 
but  seemed  infinitely  prepossessed  in  fa- 
vour of  Lady  Algernon,  as  she  noticed 
his  daughter  with  even  maternal  kindness, 
and  placed  her  between  her  and  Rosalie. 

Algerpon,  like  Cymon  of  old,  gazed  at 
the  lovely  East  Indian,  and  sincerely  wished 
he  stood  in  his  brother's  shoes,  to  speak  iiv 
the  language  cf  his  thoughts.  While  Lord 
Dunluce  thought  her  too  tame  even  to 
lead  the  fashion,  still  he  felt  that  he  could 
have  made  up  his  mind  to  lead  her  to  the 
altar,  though  he  feared  the  old  General 
would  prove  a  horrid  bore,  and  might  be 
even  more  troublesome  than  the  Earl. 

Mere  general   discourse  passed   before 
VOL.  III.  p  dinner. 
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dinner^  the  nabob  declaring  that  he  should 
not  have  recollected  Lord  Algernon, 
though  he  remembered  having  seen  him  a 
fine  youth  before  he  went  abroad,  appear- 
'ing  to  consider  his  son  as  a  mere  boy  slill; 
enquiring  whether  he  was  at  Cambridge  or 
Oxford  ? 

"  He  had  finished  his  education  at  the 
former/'  he  replied. 

"^  The  General  appears  to  doubt  the 
truth  of  that  assertion/'  rejoined  Lord  Der- 
went;  ''  as,  like  myself,  he  thinks  you 
still  a  school-boy/* 

''  Grandfathers  are  privileged  people,** 
was  the  retort,  which  obliged  the  nabob  to 
have  recourse  to  his  snuff-box,  and  even 
extorted  a  smile  from  Lady  Winifred. — 
Wishing,  however,  to  change  the  subject, 
she  asked  the  General  whether  he  should 
have  supposed  Lord  Endermay  and  Mr. 
Albany  were  brothers? 

^'  I  cannot  say  I  should.  Madam,  as  I 
never  saw  two  people  less  alike ;  nor  do  I 
think  Mr.  Albany  at  all  resembles  his  sister.** 

''  He 
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*'  He  takes  after  the  Lanohton  fa  mil  v,  I 
understand/*  said  Lord  Derwent;  "  and  it 
is  a  pity  they  did  not  make  a  monk  of 
him/'  he  would  have  added,  had  he  not 
feared  to  offend  the  master  of  the  house* 

The  dinner  was,  it  may  be  supposed, 
sumptuous  in  the  extreme,  as  it  was  the 
first  time  our  hero  had  treated  many  of  the 
guests  assembled  ;  and  as  the  Earl  and 
Ladv  Algernon  assisted  him  and  Dr.  Camp- 
bell in  doing  the  honours,  every  thing 
went  off  extremely  well.  The  General 
had  not  made  such  a  meal  since  he  left  Cal- 
cutta, he  said,  whe^i  the  desert  was  placed 
upon  the  table  ;  and  Algernon  secretly 
wished  his  grandfather  Langhton  kept  an 
equally  good  table,  as  he  was  now  feelingly 
convinced,  he  told  Belthorpe,  that  his  bro^ 
ther  knew  what  good  living  w^as,  and  was 
not  saving,  when  his  own  gratification  was 
concerned. 

The  priest  was  more  grateful  for  the  po- 
liteness he  had  received  from  the  vouns: 
Peer,  and  much  less  inclined  to  criticise 
p  2  his 
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his  chusing  to  treat  his  family  as  became' his 
rank,  since  the  Marquis  had  made  a  point 
of  his  joinins^  this  family  party  at  dinner, 
not  feeling  inclined  to  make  any  distinc- 
tions between  him  and  his  pupil,  nor  con- 
ceiving that  the  one  was  at  all  nearer  re- 
lated to  him  than  the  other. 

After  tea,  the  Marquis,  who  had  sent  for 
Miss  Albany's  harp  the  preceding  evening, 
requested  she  would  favour  his  guests  with 
a  specimen  of  her  skill.  She  did  as  he  de- 
sired ;  but  having  no  voice,  could  only 
treat  them  with  a  rondeau.  Perceiving 
that  Zara  dreaded  being  called  upon,  he 
in  treated  the  Marchioness  of  Derwent 
would  favour  the  company.  She  did  not 
plav  the  harp,  but  readily  sat  down  to  a 
grand  piano  ;  and  as  she  had  not  a  bad 
voice,  she  did  justice  to  a  song  of  Braham's. 
Now  before  marriage,  the  Marquis  had 
been  delighted  with  her  taste  and  execu- 
tion ;  but  as  he  was  really  a  judge,  he  had 
soon  discovered  that  her  knowledge  of 
music  was  very  circumscribed^  and  that  she 

merely. 
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merely,  school-girl  like,  played  ond  sung  a 
few  popular  ballads,  as  Rosalie  far  surpassed 
her,  having  taken  lessons  with  her  cousin 
since  her  arrival  in  town ;  and  the  old  Mar- 
quis was  purposely  very  lavish  of  his  plau- 
dits. At  last  it  came  to  Miss  Umfreville's 
turn,  who  even  surpassed  her  father's  ex- 
pectations, unreasonable  as  they  always 
were,  upon  this  occasion,  as  she  had  a  most 
powerful  melodious  voice,  which  had  been 
very  highly  cultivated,  an  excellent  ear, 
and  a  degree  of  taste  and'  feeling,  which 
greatly  increased  the  eflTect  of  her  almost 
divine  harmony  ;  and  she  had  taken  daily 
lessons  since  her  arrival  in  town ;  so  fear- 
ful was  her  father  of  her  losing  the  degree 
of  perfection  she  had  attained ;  and  her 
exertions  were  rewarded  by  the  applause 
of  every  one  present,  though  he  who  felt 
her  superiority  the  most  forcibly,  said  the 
least. 

The  Marquis  of  Derwent,  more  than  ever 

ashamed  of  his  late  idol,   who   could  not 

even  dispute  the  palm  of  beauty  with  the 

p  3  East 
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East  Indian,  sincerely  wished  he  had  not 
been  in  such  a  hurry,  as  he  had  the  vanity 
to  suppose  that  his  stnr^  in  addition  to  his 
title,  might  have  made  an  equally  favourable 
impression  upon  the  fair  Zara :  but  tyran- 
nical as  he  was,  in  most  respects,  her  father 
could  not  have  doomed  her  to  such  a  fate, 
as  he  wished  her  eldest  son,  as  well  as  her 
husband,  to  rank  among  the  first  nobles  of 
the  land  ;  therefore  he  would  have  ridi- 
culed the  idea  of  uniting  her  to  a  grand- 
father. Being  an  invalid,  he  was  the  first 
to  retire,  after  hoping  he  should  soon  have 
the  advantage  of  seeing  every  one  present 
at  Umfreville  Lodge,  as  he  had  named  his 
Tilla,  very  soon — he  expected  to  remove 
thither  in  the  course  of  a  week  orten  days 
— as  our  hero  saw  Miss  Umfreville  to  the 
carriage,  he  intreated  he  would  do  him  the 
favour  of  looking  in  upon  him  the  next  day, 
since,  if  he  could  make  it  convenient,  he 
wished  him  to  accompany  him  to  this  said 
Lodge,  as  he  wanted  to  have  his  opinion 
upon  the  improvements  then  making. 

Malcolaa 
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Malcolm   readily    promised  to    oblige 
him,  though  he   regretted  to  see  a  man 
Tvith  more  than  one  foot  in  the  grave,  so 
anxious  to  display  his   taste  for  magnili- 
cence^and  to  convince  the  world  that  he 
had  made  an  immense  fortune  in  India;<— 
but  as  he  thought  he  ought  to  be  treated 
]ik«  a  spoiled  child,  and  he  wished,  upon 
his  daughter's  account,  to  keep  him  in  a 
good    humour,    he    had   acceded    to   his 
wishes.     Upon  his  return  to  his  company, 
he    found   them    all    unanimous   in    their 
praise  of  the  lovely  Zara,  even   the  Mar- 
chioness thinking  it  necessary  to  join  in 
her  encomiums.     As  the  Marquis  and  she 
were  engaged  to  a  private  concert  at  a 
very   fashionable  lady's  of  his   Lordship's 
acquaintance,  they  soon    departed  ;    Bel- 
thorpe  and  his  pupil  had  made  their  exit 
to  attend  evening  service,  we  must  suppose, 
immediately  after  dinner.     The  remaining 
party  readily  agreed  to  stay  supper;  and. 
both  the  Earl,   Countess,  and  Lady  Wini- 
fred, seriously  recommended  the  fair  East 
p  4  Indian 
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Indian  to  the  master  of  the  house^,  all  de- 
claring they  felt  the  sincerest  regard  for 
her,  and  the  greatest  pitV;,  since  she  had 
not  only  her  father's  arbitrary  bad  temper 
to  contend  with,  but  was  also  subjected  to 
the  tyranny  and  caprice  of  the  designing 
woman  she  termed  her  governess,  who  had 
felt  herself  half  offended,  Zara  had  told 
EcsaliCj  who  repeated  what  she  had  said,  at 
not  having  been  invited  to  accompany  her 
into  Arlington-street,  which  had  induced 
the  General  to  speak  to  her  with  more  se- 
verity than  he  had  ever  done  before,  and 
they  had  left  her  completely  humbled, 
though  she  made  no  doubt  of  her  being 
reinstated  in  her  father's  good  graces  as 
soon  as  they  returned  home;  nor  was  she 
mistaken,  as  she  had  prepared  some  of  his 
favourite  restoratives  for  his  supper,  and 
had  the  satisfaction  of  hearing  him  declare 
he  did  not  know  what  he  should  do  without 
her. 

Now,  though  our  hero  felt  that  he  could 
have  existed  without  Miss  Unifreville,  he 

retired 
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retired  to  rest,  very  much  inclined  to  res- 
cue her  from  her  present  state  of  thraldom. 
He  had  never  seen  any  woman  whom  he 
could  have  preferred,  and  she  had  only  to 
be  seen  to  be  admired :  he  was  therefore 
punctual  to  his  appointment  with  the  Ge- 
neralj  who  was  still  at  breakfast,  not  having 
had  a  very  good  night,  which  had  induced 
him  to  indulge  in  bed  longer  than  he  had 
intended ;  and  it  may  be  supposed  he  was 
not  in  one  of  his  best  tempers.  Zara,  the 
Marquis  fancied,  had  been  in  tears,  though 
she  received  him  with  visible  pleasure,  and 
smiled  in  return  to  his  compliments ;  but 
he  saw  she  was  far  from  happy,  which  did 
not  lessen  the  interest  she  had  inspired. 

Between  twelve  and  one  he  set  out  with 
the  nabob,  in  his  post-chaise  and  four ;  and 
when  they  were  upon  the  move,  the  for- 
mer gave  his  opinion  very  candidly  respec- 
ting the  party  he  had  met  the  day  before. 
The  Earl  and  Countess  of  Algernon  were 
an  honour  to  their  rank,  and  to  the  British 
Peerage.  Their  soa  seemed  to  take  very 
p  5  much 
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much  after  his  grandfather,  who  had  once 
been  a  great  coxcomb,  in  point  of  appear- 
ance, and,  like  him,  he  did  not  seem  defi- 
cient in  small-talk. 

Lady  Winifred  reminded  him  of  one  of 
the  old  dames  in  Gray's  long  story  ;  her 
ward  had  nothing  but  her  money,  and  re- 
lationship to  the  Albany  family,  to  recom- 
mend her  to  any  man's  notice  ;  and  as  for 
the  Marchioness  of  Derwent,  he  had  been 
very  near  expressing  his  surprise,  when  in- 
troduced to  her,  so  great  was  his  disap- 
pointment. She  was  certainly  handsome, 
that  he  agreed;  but  her  manners  exactly 
resembled  those  of  some  of  the  giddy  flirts 
who  came  to  India,  in  search  of^a husband; 
and,  like  them,  he  made  no  doubt  of  her 
bringing  her  caro  sposo  to  repentance. — 
The  Marquis  must  have  been  a  bold  man, 
to  have  ventured  upon  sucb  an  unbroken 
tit. 

*^  Probably  he  fancied  his  future  happi- 
ness depended  upon  the  fair,  lady.  Gene- 
ral,'' replied  our  hero, 

5  f'  Future 
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*'  Future  happiness  at  his  time  of  life!" 
retorted  the  nabob;  ''  we  old  men  may 
have  our  fancies  ;  and  while  a  little  super- 
fluous cash  will  satisfy  our  desires,  why 
■'tis  all  very  well ;  but  matrimony,  at  our 
time  of  life,  is  the  d-v-1." 

''  The  Marquis  of  Derwent  was  not  of  that 
opinion,  though  I  believe  he  has  been  very 
much  blamed ;  but  1  make  no  doubt  the 
lady  was  cruel ;  and  he  was  too  deeply 
smitten  not  to  come  into  her  terms." 

''  More  fool  he  ;  for  if  he  had  but  stood 
out,  I  dare  say  he  might  have  had  her  upon 
his  own.  No  woman  shall  ever  render  me 
their  dupe.  Glover  is  a  very  good  nurse, 
and  has  done  her  duty  by  my  daughter, 
and  may  perhaps  fancy,  as  she  is  not  defi- 
cient in  vanity,  that  I  may,  ere  long,  make 
her  my  wife  ;  but  she  never  was  more  mis- 
taken ;  her  situation  in  my  family,  has  al- 
ways prevented  me  from  endeavouring  to 
make  her  my  mistress ;  and  my  pride  will 
prevent  me  from  ever  making  her  my  wife. 
My  daughter  shall  never  have  it  to  say,  that 

Idia- 
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I  disgraced  her  mother's  memory,  by  mar- 
rying her  governess,  whose  temper  is  nearly 
as  bad  as  my  own,  I  well  know,  though 
she  has  not  ill  health  to  plead  as  an  excuse; 
therefore  she  would  soon  drive  me  mad,  if 
I  gave  her  a  legal  right  to  torment  me. 

''  Lady  Algernon  has  been  polite  enough 
to  offer  to  introduce  Zara  into  the  world  ; 
but  I  dread  her  mixing  with  the  high-bred 
dames  of  the  present  day,  and  exposing 
her  to  the  gaze  of  the  fine  men  of  fashion^ 
who,  though  they  affect  to  overlook  the 
sex,  would  be  very  civil  to  her,  for  the 
sake  of  my  rupees.  I  may  be  reckoned  a 
severe  father ;  but,  in  my  opinion,  girls 
ought  to  be  kept  in  a  tight  rein  before 
marriage.  Some  people  argue,  that  my 
mode  of  government  leads  the  chits  to 
elope  with  the  first  fellow  who  makes  the 
proposal  to  them.  I  have  a  better  opinion 
of  Zara 's  principles ;  and  I  know,  besides^ 
that  she  is  very  much  attached  to-  me.  At 
all  events,  I  chuse  to  abide  by  the  old 
adage — safe  bind^  and  I  will  forgive  any 

lover 
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lover  that  outwits  me,  while  she  remains 
under  my  own  eye  ;  but  as  I  cannot  accom- 
pany her  into  public,  she  must  be  content 
to  spend  her  evenings  at  home,  till  I  can 
place  her  under  the  protection  of  a  hus- 
band of  my  own  chusing." 

''  Then  what  say  you  to  placing  her  un- 
der mine  ?"  resumed  our  hero,  who  was 
drawn  on,  rather  insensibly,  thus  to  come 
to  the  point  at  once. 

The  General  started,  turned  his  head,  and 
looking  his  companion  full  in  the  face,  ex- 
claimed— ''  What  were  you  saying  ?" 

The  Marquis,  who  was  now  more  col- 
lected,^ repeated  his  words. — ^^  My  dear 
fellow,"  was  the  reply,  seizing  his  hand 
"while  speaking,  '^  there  is  not  a  man  in  the 
world  upon  whom  I  would  so  soon  bestow 
her  hand,  if  that  is  what  you  mean."' 

"  You  have  perfectly  understood  me. 
General ;  since,  though  I  have  seen  but 
little  of  Miss  Umfreville,  that  little  has  ren- 
dered me  her  sincere  admirer.  My  family 
are  no  less  prepossessed  in  *her  favour; — 

and 
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and  lam  sure  that  1  am  insuring  my  future 
happiness,  .by  requesting  your  permission 
to  address  her  as  a  lover^  admitting  I  have 
been  fortunate  enough  to  make  an  equally 
favourable  impression  upon  her,  as  I  have 
not  yet  ventured  to  declare  my  regard  for 
her  to  any  one  besides  yourself." 

The  General  pressed  the  hand  he  held 
more  fervently  than  before,  thanking  our 
hero  for  his  candour,  and  assuring  him, 
that,  at  his  death,  he  should  inherit  all  he 
was  worth,  a  few  trifling  legacies  excepted  ; 
and  he  would  immediately  make  over  fif- 
teen thousand  a-year  to  him,  and  leave  the 
settlements  entirely  to  his  discretion.-^''  As 
to  Zara,'*  he  continued,  ''  she  has  not  seen 
you  with  indifference  ;  she  must  have  been: 
a  fool  if  she  had  ;  and  I  am  convinced  she 
will  never  give  you  reason  to  repent  of 
your  choice,  as  she  is  the  counterpart  of 
her  mother,  who  would,  had  I  allowed  her 
to  do  so,  have  rendered  me  the  happiest  of 
men ;  but  I  know  I  am  too  overbearing ; 
and  the  continual  indulgence  I  have  met 

witb^ 
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\vith,  has  not  tended  to  correct  an  error, 
^vhich  has  grown  with  iny  growth.,  and 
strengthened  with  my  strength,  or  rather 
with  my  weakness.  But  now  do  tell  me, 
my  dear  fellow^  have  not  you  long  known 
that  I  had  set  my  heart  upon  seeing  my 
girl  Marchioness  of  Endermay  }" 

''  I  give  you  my  honour,  my  late  grand- 
father never  mentioned  your  wishes  to  me. 
When  your  last  letter  to  him  fell  into  my 
hands,  I  presumed  you  had  proposed  to 
unite  the  families  still  more  closely;  and 
Dr.  Campbell  entered  into  a  few  explana- 
tions, which  convinced  me  I  had  not  been 
mistaken  ;  but  had  I  not  found  my  heart 
interested  in  the  success  of  my  suit,  nei- 
ther your  wishes.  Sir,  your  daughter's 
beauty,  nor  her  fortune,  would  have  in- 
duced me  to  have  made  proposals  for 
her/' 

'^  Spoken  like  your  grandfather,  who 
argued  nearly  to  the  same  effect,  when  he 
declared  himself  in  favour  of  my  sister; — 
he   liked  the   woman,    not    her    money, 

though' 
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though  she  brought  him  a  noble  fortune^ 
and  he  made  her  an  excellent  husband. — I 
only  wish  I  was  as  sure  of  goii>g  to  Heaven, 
as  that  he  is  now  enjoying  the  reward  of 
hfis  virtuous  conduct  here  below.  You 
were  his  idol.  Marquis;  and  he  soon 
tau2:ht  me  to  wish  we  might  hereafter  be 
nearer  related  ;  and  I  believe  I  should  have 
been  ready  to  hang  myself,  had  not  mat- 
ters turned  out  according  to  my  hopes, 
particularly  after  I  had  seen  you/' 

Their  arrival  at  the  villa  put  a  check,  to 
the  nabob's  raptures,  as  he  was  now  all 
anxiety  to  display  its  beauties  to  its  future 
owner.  At  least  fifty  men  were  already 
at  work  in  and  about  the  house,  putting 
every  thing  in  order ;  carpenters^  plas- 
terers, masons^  upholsterers,  smiths,  gar- 
deners, &c.  merely  to  render  it  habitable, 
the  General  said,  as  he  did  not  mean  to 
have  it  painted  before  the  middle  of  sum- 
mer, when  he  meant  to  go  to  Weymouth 
for  a  couple  of  months  *  rather  crawling 
than  walking  over  the  really  spacious  man- 
sion. 
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sion,  which  he  styled  a  mere  box ;  while 
the  Marquis  thought  it  very  probable  that 
he  might  be  inclosed  in  a  much  smaller 
box  before  half  his  projected  improve- 
ments were  finished,  as  he  now  displayed 
the  surveyor's.. plans,  and  those  of  a  cele- 
brated landscape-gardener;  then  pointed 
out  where  he  proposed  to  erect  a  conser- 
vatory, or  winter  garden,  adjoining  the 
library;  and  finally  told  his  companion 
how  the  various  apartm.ents  were  to  be 
furnished,  as  he  had  resolved  to  change 
every  bed  and  chair  which  he  had  so  re- 
cently purchased,  as  they  were  ill  chosen, 

and  by  no  means  elegant ;  iiwl  Mr.  O 

had  promised,  that  everv  article  which  he 
had  chosen  should  be  put  up  without  de- 
lay. 

Having,  however,  seen  every  thing  wor- 
thy notice,  either  in  the  house  or  grounds, 
the  General  proposed  their  returning  to 
town,  being  all  impatience  to  communicate 
his  happy  prospects  to  his  daughter  and 
Glover ;  and  during  their  drive  back,  the 

Marquis 
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Marquis  was  extremely  diverted  by  the 
sudden  transitions  in  his  conversation,  from 
his  villa  to  his  daughter,  as  both  were  now 
uppermost  in  his  mind  ;  and  he  was  as 
eager  to  complete  the  one,  as  to  bestow  the 
other  upon  our  hero,  whoih  he  set  down 
in  Welbeck-street,  after  making  him  pro- 
mise to  drink  his  tea  in  Harley-street,  by 
which  time  he  should  have  prepared  Zara 
to  receive  him  as  her  future  husband. 
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